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PREVIEW OF PARADISE 
NANCY BUCKLEY 


Tell me, Wise Men, who have come from afar, 
With rare, precious gifts for the newly-born King, 
What have you found that can equal this star? 
Have you heard songs that are sweeter to sing? 


Before they returned on their homeward way 


The Wise Men gave answer in gentle voice: 
“Such wonderful things we have seen today 
Such visions of bliss make our souls rejoice. 


“The glory that shines on the Mother’s sweet face, 
As she bends with a smile to her own little Son, 

Is splendor far greater than stellular grace 
Though it silvers the earth until eons are done. 


“Never will seraphim gladden the skies, 

Never will music such rapture impart, 

As the love-warmed cadence of soft lullabies 
When Mary holds Jesus up close to her heart.” 


Negro Mission Work Advances 


CrarenceE J. Howarp, S.V. D. 


@ Almost 8,000 coleiitts last year 


@ Twenty new churches built 


The year of 1947 will go down 
in history as one of great progress 
for the Negro Missions of the Cath- 
olic Church. Counting infant and 
adult Baptisms, an average of 360 
Negroes became Catholics each week 
cf last year. 

As building materials became a 
little more accessible, twenty new 
churches, nineteen schools and three 
combination churches and _ schools 
were erected. Seven schools were 
opened in places where there was no 
Catholic school for Negro children 
before. 

The first colored Catholic hospital 
in Louisiana, the Martin de Porres 
Infirmary, a two-story 55-bed hospi- 
tal, was built in Baton Rouge. It is 
conducted by the Franciscan Sisters 
of Calais from Monroe, La. The 
Sisters of the Incarnate Word from 
San Antonio began the construction 
of a hospital in Beaumont, the third 


T 


eo 


Catholic hospital for Negroes in 
Texas: A 120-bed addition was 
made to St. Anthony’s Hospital in 
Milwaukee, Wis., which is conducted 
by the Franciscan Sisters of Little 
Falls, Minn. An addition was also 
made to Holy Family Hospital in 
Ensley, Ala., which is under the care 
of the Sisters of Charity of Naz- 
areth, Ky. In June the new 60-bed 
St. Elizabeth’s Hospital in Houston, 
Tex., under the care of the Mission- 
ary Sisters of the Immaculate Con- 
ception from Paterson, N. J., was 
dedicated and formally opened. 

A $25,000 building was purchased 
in Alexandria, La., by Bishop 
Charles Greco and turned over to the 
Holy Ghost Fathers to be opened as 
a center for Negro youth. Blessed 
Martin House, a Catholic interracial 
center, was opened in Milwaukee, 
Wis., under the direction of the 
diocesan clergy. 


St. Francis of Assisi Church, Valdosta, Ga. 


New churches were built at Christ 
the King Mission in Flint, Mich., 
at St. Bartholomew’s in Camden, 
N., J.,.and at St. Benedict the Moor 
Parish in Brooklyn, N. Y., all of 
which are under the direction of the 
secular clergy. 

Among the Religious Orders do- 
ing Colored Mission work in this 
country, the following expanded 
their physical facilities in 1947: 

The Josephite Fathers erected St. 
Lucy’s Church in Houma, La.; Our 
Mother of Mercy Church in Church 
Point, La.; St. Paul’s Church and 
School in New Orleans, La.; Im- 
maculate Conception Grade and 
High School in Lebeau, La.; Blessed 
Martin de Porres School in Lake 
Providence, La.; St. Joseph’s 
Church, Wilmington, Del.; St. 
Francis High School, Natchez, 


ST. PAUL’S 
MISSION CHURCH 
AND SCHOOL 
New Orleans, La. 


ST. ROSE OF LIMA 
CHURCH 
Cecilia, La. 


Miss.; Blessed Sacrament High 
School, Beaumont, Tex.; Mother of 
Mercy School, Rayne, La.; and a 
new mission church at McNair, Tex. 

The Holy Ghost Fathers built St. 
Joseph’s Chapel and School in 
Hartsville, S. C.; Our Lady Queen 
of Peace Church, Arlington, Va.; 
Our Lady of Sorrows School, Mo- 
reauville, La.; St. Francis Xavier 
Cabrini Church, Kaplan, La.; and 
Olivier, La. They also made the 
beginnings of a new mission in 
Paducah, Kentucky. 

The Oblate Fathers of Mary Im- 
maculate built St. Francis of Assisi 
Church in Valdosta, Ga., and Queen 
of Peace School in Lakeland, Ga. 

The Fathers of the Divine Word 
erected St. Joseph’s Church in 
Maurice, La.; Christ the King 
Church in Jackson, Miss.; Immacu- 
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New churches were built at Christ 
the King Mission in Flint, Mich., 
at St. Bartholomew’s in Camden, 
N. J., and at St. Benedict the Moor 
Parish in Brooklyn, N. Y., all of 
which are under the direction of the 
secular clergy. 
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Mercy School, Rayne, La.; and a 
new mission church at McNair, Tex. 
The Holy Ghost Fathers built St. 
Chapel and School in 
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Peace Church, Arlington, Va.; 
Our Lady of Sorrows School, Mo 
reauville, La.; St. Francis Xavier 
Cabrini Church, Kaplan, La.; and 
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Paducah, Kentucky. 
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late Conception Chapel and School 
in Clarksdale, Miss.; Blessed Martin 
de Porres Church in Davant, La.; 
and added new buildings and facili- 
ties at Holy Rosary School in La- 
fayette, La., thereby converting it 
into a co-educational trade school. 

The Dominican Fathers built St. 
Monica’s Church in Raleigh, N. C. 
The Franciscan Fathers erected St. 
Joseph’s Chapel and School in Po- 
tash, La. 

Our ‘Lady of the Atonement 
Grade and High School was erected 
by the Atonement Fathers in Kins- 
ton, N. C.; the Redemptorist Fa- 
thers built Holy Redeemer School 
in Fresno, Calif., and St. Joseph’s 
School in Spartanburg, S.C.; Christ 
the King School was constructed by 
the Jesuit Fathers in Grand Co- 


teau, La.; and Holy Family School 
was built by the Benedictine Fathers 
in Covington, La. 


Father Harold Purcell, founder 
of the City of St. Jude, opened a 
22-room grade and high school in 
Montgomery, Ala. A diocesan priest, 
a Passionist, a Josephite, two Resur- 
rectionist Fathers, fourteen Sisters 
of the Holy Family of Nazareth, 
and four lay teachers staff the school, 
which has an enrollment of over 700 
pupils. 


The Missionary Servants of the 
Most Holy Trinity opened a new 
mission in Farmville, N. C., and the 
Servite Fathers began their first 
colored mission in Pineville, La., 
under the patronage of Our Lady 
of Sorrows Church. 


St. Lucy’s Church, Houma, La. 


Two years ago a group of the 
Immaculate Heart Missioners, called 
also Scheut Fathers, came over from 
their Motherhouse in Belgium to do 


missionary work among the colored 
people of this country. They estab- 
lished their headquarters in Arling- 
ton, Va., and are now working in 
Philadelphia, Pa., and Columbus, 


Ohio. Last year these Fathers 
cpened two new missions in Texas 
— Forty Martyrs of Uganda Church 
and School in Dallas and St. Charles 
of Uganda Church in Gainesville. 

All in all, 1947 was a good year 
for the Home Missions, and the 
Fathers, Brothers, Sisters and lay 
workers of the Colored Missions 
enter upon the New Year with a 
prayer and the hope that 1948 will 
prove to be an even better year for 
the Missions. 
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REMEMBER OUR FRIENDS 


“It is therefore a holy and wholesome 
thought to pray for the dead....” 
(2 Mac. 12, 46) 


In your charity please pray for the repose 
of the souls of: 


Most Rev. John J. Cantwell, Archbishop of 
Los Angeles, who died in Los Angeles, Calif., 
October 30, 1947; 


Sister Corneliana, S.Sp.S., who died in Ar- 
gentina, October 18, 1947; 


Sister Domina, S.Sp.S., who died in Ger- 
many, October 18, 1947; 


Sister Mariagnes, S.Sp.S., who died in Ger- 
many, October 20, 1947; 

Sister Philumena, S.Sp.S., who died in 
Techny, Illinois, November 7, 1947; 

Sister Virgine, S.Sp.S., who died in Wau- 
kegan, Illinois, November 4, 1947; 

Alex Dautr Sr., who died in Bay St. 
Louis, Miss., November 8, 1947; 


Augustine Dorsey, who died in Washing- 
ton, D.C., November 4, 1947; 


Thomas Gallagher, who died in Pleasant- 
ville, N: J., March 22, 1947; 


Adelaide Vath, who died in Boston, N. Y., 
October 22, 1947. 


May their souls and the souls of all the 
faithful departed, through the mercy of God 
rest in peace. Amen. 
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A NEGRO POET’S ODYSSEY 


Joun LaBavve, S.V. D. 


@ How a Negro Intellectual 
@ found his way into the Church 


The year 1889 saw the birth of 
the prominent Negro poet, Claude 
McKay. His parents were peasants 
ot Clarendon, Jamaica. At the age 
of six Claude was placed under the 
tutelage of his eldest brother -who 
was in reality an agnostic and a free- 
thinker. This brother, though out- 
wardly an Anglican, did not believe 
that the existence of God was either 
known or knowable. Nor did he 
accept revelation, but made his own 
deliberations and speculations about 
God and the supernatural. By the 
time Claude was ten, his brother had 
him reading the books of freethink- 
ers like Huxley, Lecky, Haeckel, 
and Gibbon. 

Although of his own nature 
Claude was religious-minded, he 
emerged from his brother’s keeping 
without faith in revealed religion. 
His subsequent contacts, also, did 
not help him very much on the road 
to faith. At 16 he met a certain 
English squire, a Mr. Jekyll, who 
likewise was an agnostic. This gen- 
tleman made him a member of the 
Rationalist Press Association of Lon- 
don. Also, on account of his interest 
in Jamaican folklore, he helped 
young Claude publish his first book 
of poems, “Songs of Jamaica,” and 
succeeded in getting a copy of it 
placed on the table of George V. 

With his book at least a local suc- 
cess, it was decided that Claude 
should get further education in the 
U.S. After a brief stay in Tuskegee, 
he attended Kansas State College 
for 2 years. Thus equipped, he went 
to New York City, where money 


Claude McKay 


literally ran through his fingers. 
When his thousand dollar legacy 
was gone, young Claude had to ac- 
cept any job that came his way. But 
he also continued to write poetry. 
Many of his poems were published 
in leading American and English 
periodicals. In England, he pub- 
lished a small book of poems called 
“Spring in New Hampshire.” 
After his first trip to England, he 
came into contact with the Socialists, 
who made him assistant editor of 
their official organ, “The Liberator.” 
When he left this job, he spent 


ST. AUGUSTINE’S MESSENGER 


twelve years in world travel. He 
records his impressions of Russia af- 
ter the Revolution in these words: 
“Tt was a shock to find there a gov- 
ernment and social order basically 
anti-human-nature, resting upon the 
theory that the working class could 
enly better itself and take power by 
civil war, with wholesale slaughter- 
ing of other workers and the middle 
and upper classes.” 

From here Claude went to France 
and Spain, where he was very much 
impressed by the beauty of the an- 
cient cathedrals. The people of 
Spain, too, won his affection and 
praise. He later wrote: “I discovered 
in Spain that Catholicism had made 
of the Spanish people the most no- 
ble, honest, and humane of any in 
the world.... Asa pagan I had al- 
ways accepted, without thinking 
clearly about it, the popular notion 
that Catholic countries were the most 
backward. But Spain taught me that 
progress was not with the ‘progres- 
sives’.” 

His admiration for the Church 
and his love for Catholic Spaniards 
had often led Claude to say if he 
ever became a Christian he would 
choose the Roman Catholic faith. 
“But,” he confesses, “I never 
thought that it would happen.” In- 
deed, it did not happen for quite a 
long time. Very often the Grace of 
God works slowly. 

After his 12 years in Europe and 
North Africa, Claude returned to the 
United States still an agnostic. In 
New York he met Miss Ellen Tarry, 
whom he describes as “the only 
Catholic intellectual among Har- 
lem’s hectic mélange of pagans and 
Protestants.” Miss Tarry spoke to 
him for a time about Friendship 


House and Catholic Action. Then 
suddenly she popped this question: 
“Claude, why don’t you become a 
Catholic?” He told her that he was 
“an unbeliever, an agnostic.” But, 
unbeaten, she replied: “It is easier 
for an intellectual not to believe than 
to believe.” These words set him to 
thinking, for, as he says “I do not 
like taking things easy.” 

After a goodly amount of research 
to ascertain whether or not Christi- 
anity was responsible for the decay 


of the glory of pagan life, Claude 


came to this conclusion: “I saw clear- 
ly that pagan society was far more 
corrupt than the society that devel- 
oped under Christianity. The king- 
gods and emperor-gods had brought 
ruin upon the world. People were 
longing for the real Spirit-God. Je- 
sus, the Incarnate One, had revealed 
in its fullness the answer to that 
longing.” 

And in the same vein he says: “I 
discovered a little of that mystical 
world of the spirit that eludes dic- 
tators, agnostics, and materialists. 
I saw, too, the Church in a light 
different, indeed, from the manner 
in which I had previously visioned it 
from the Protestant and agnostic 
angle.” 

In spite of this, however, Claude 
still did not become a Catholic at 
this time. As a matter of fact, his 
conversion did not come about until 
a serious illness in the winter of 
1941-42 had given him time to 
think. During this time, he made 
special efforts to remain hidden from 
his friends. But the gentle arm of 
Catholic charity finally reached him 
when Miss Tarry discovered his 
whereabouts, and brought along her 

(Continued on page 24) 
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NAZARETH CATHOLIC MISSION SCHOOL BUILDING 
Mother Mary Richards (center), Provincial of Sisters of the Holy Family of Nazareth, with 
the Sisters stationed at the mission 


NAZARETH IN MONTGOMERY 


Nazareth Catholic Mission in Mont- 
gomery, Ala., was begun six years ago 
by the Resurrectionist Fathers, and has 
developed from an old abandoned pub- 
lic school building to one of the most 
beautiful missions in the South. The 
old dilapidated school was completely 
renovated and changed to the mission 
style of architecture, and the Sisters of 
= Holy Family of Nazareth, who staff 

Jude’s School on the other side of 
eh a were invited to organize 


classes under a regular curriculum. 

In addition a new social center, with 
a clinic, was built. This building has 
also a temporary chapel, and accommo- 
dates the Fathers of the mission. A 
third building, a convent for the Sis- 
ters, was completed last year, thus 
eliminating the daily traveling of the 
Sisters to and from the City of St. Jude 
quite a distance away. 

One hundred and si 


y pupils are en- 
rolled in Nazareth Mission School. 


NEW SISTERS’ CONVENT 
Nazareth Catholic Mission, Montgomery, Ala. 


Interracial Mass of Thanksgiving 


@ First Negro Priest of the Sacred Heart preaches interracial justice 


Hundreds of persons from all 
walks of life and from every section 
of Detroit gathered in Most Holy 
Trinity Church at noon on Sunday, 
October 12, 1947. Their purpose 
was to unite with the Rev. Herman 
A. Porter, S.C.J., in the offering of 
the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass in 
thanksgiving for the many blessings 
God has bestowed upon the Catholic 
Interracial Council of Detroit and 
to invoke His blessings upon the 
members of this Council, their fami- 
lies and their benefactors. 

Father Porter, the first Negro 
Priest of the Society of the Sacred 
Heart, was assisted at the Solemn 
Mass by Rev. Clement Kern as dea- 
con and Rev. Van Gort, C.Ss.R., as 
subdeacon. 

For the sermon, the Rev. Phile- 
mon Merrill, member of the Faculty 
of Sacred Heart Seminary, took as 
his theme the two greatest Com- 
mandments: “Thou shalt love the 
Lord Thy God with thy whole heart 
and thy whole soul . . . and thy 
neighbor as thyself.” He explained 
clearly the manner in which we are 
to love our neighbor. He stated that 
the love of neighbor is a Command- 
ment of God; our Savior did not 
say that it would be a gracious ges- 
ture, but “You must.... Whatso- 
ever you do to the least of My 
brethren you do to Me.” 

More than 100 persons were 
served a delicious meal by the ladies 
of Trinity Parish in the School Au- 
ditorium. Immediately after this, 
a reception was tendered Father 
Porter. The Musical and Dramatic 
Club of the parish entertained with 
Mexican Songs and Dances. 


FATHER PORTER TALKS WITH MR. 
JAMES GIBSON (right) Northern District 
Deputy of the Knights of Peter Claver, as 
the Grand Knight of the Father Kapp 
Council of Detroit looks on 


Mr. Charles L. Rawlings, Chair- 
man of the Catholic Interracial 
Council, presented Father Porter to 
300 members and friends of the 
Council. Father spoke on methods 
of Catholic Action in the Interracial 
Field. He strongly recommended a 
greater development of our love and 
devotion to the Sacred Heart, the 
daily consecration of all our efforts 
to the Sacred Heart, for in this con- 
secration and devotion we are honor- 
ing Christ and His blessing will be 
upon our efforts.. He also recom- 
mended a real and thorough study 
of and devotion to the Mystical 
Body, which would do much for the 
betterment of race relations, for 
peace and justice to all the peoples 
of our country. 


NAZARETH CATHOLIC MISSION SCHOOL BUILDING 
Mother Mary Richards (center), Provincial of 
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Sisters of the Holy Family of Nazareth, with 


the Sisters stationed at the mission 


NAZARETH IN 


Nazareth Catholic Mission in Mont 
gomery, Ala., was begun six years ago 
by the Resurrectionist Fathers, and has 
developed from an old abandoned pub- 
lie school building to one of the most 
beautiful missions in the South. The 
old dilapidated school was completely 
renovated and changed to the mission 
style of architecture, and the Sisters of 
the Holy Family of Nazareth, who staff 
St. Jude's School on the other side of 
Montgomery, were invited to organize 


NEW SISTERS’ CONVENT 
Nazareth Catholic Mission, Montgomery, Ala. 


MONTGOMERY 


classes under a regular curriculum. 

In addition a new social center, with 
a clinic, was built. This building has 
also a temporary chapel, and accommo- 
dates the Fathers of the mission. A 


third building, a convent for the Sis- 
ters, was completed last year, thus 
eliminating the daily travel of the 


Sisters to and from the City of St. Jude 
quite a distance away. 
One hundred and sixty pupils are en 


rolled in Nazareth Mission School, 


Interracial Mass of Thanksgiving 


@ First Negro Priest of the Sacred Heart preaches interracial justice 


Hundreds of persons from ali 
walks of life and from every section 
of Detroit gathered in Most Holy 
‘Trinity Church at noon on Sunday, 
October 12, 1947. Their purpose 
was to unite with the Rev. Herman 
\. Porter, $.C.J., in the offering of 
the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass in 
thanksgiving for the many blessings 
God has bestowed upon the Catholic 
Interracial Council of Detroit and 
to invoke His blessings upon the 
members of this Council, their fami 
lies and their benefactors. 

Father Porter, the first Negro 
Priest of the Society of the Sacred 
Heart, was assisted at the Solemn 
Mass by Rev. Clement Kern as dea 
con and Rev. Van Gort, C.Ss.R., 
subdeacon. 

For the sermon, the Rev. Phile 
mon Merrill, member of the Faculty 
of Sacred Heart Seminary, took as 
his theme the two greatest Com- 
mandments: “Thou shalt love the 
Lord Thy God with thy whole heart 
and thy whole soul and thy 
neighbor as thyself.””. He explained 
clearly the manner in which we are 
to love our neighbor. He stated that 
the love of neighbor is a Command 
ment of God; our Savior did not 
say that it would be a gracious ges 
ture, but “You gust.... Whatso 
ever you do to the least of My 
brethren you do to Me.” 

More than 100 persons were 
served a delicious meal by the ladies 
of Trinity Parish in the School Au 
ditorium. Immediately after this, 
a reception was tendered Father 
Porter. The Musical and Dramatic 
Club of the parish entertained with 
Mexican Songs and Dances. 
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LIBERIA REACHES A CENTURY 


Cartos A. Lewis, S.V. D. 


@ An American Negro Republic in Africa 


The year 1947 will always be a 
memorable one in the history of the 
West-African Republic of Liberia; 
for in this eventful year this little 
independent Negro nation celebrated 
the centenary of its sovereignty. 

Some one has charmingly de- 
scribed the country as follows: “Li- 
beria is a beautiful country. It has 
everything: fine beaches, great for- 
ests, a plentitude of fish and game, 
sturdy and often handsome people, 
cool and verdant uplands, towering 
mountains with peaks wreathed in 
the clouds, and just about every- 
thing one could wish for a perfect 
state.” 

Liberia was first a territory bought 
by the American Colonization So- 
ciety, aided by an appropriation of 
the United States government, to 
which American Negroes, particular- 
ly freed slaves, could immigrate. 
On July 26, 1847, after more than 
25 years of untold hardships, the 
colonists, to protect themselves from 
encroaching imperialistic powers and 
hostile natives, declared their inde- 
pendence. The constitution is mod- 
eled on that of the United States. 
The capital and chief port is Mon- 
rovia, named after President Monroe 
during whose administration the 
colonization enterprise began. 

The eminent Negro historian, 
Carter G. Woodson, reviewing the 
first century of Liberia’s existence, 
declares: “As to the actual success 
of Liberia there can be no doubt. 
Instead of being evidence of Ne- 
groes’. failure in political organiza- 
tion, the record of Liberia is evi- 
dence to the contrary. No colony 
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which has endured has ever been 
beset with more difficulties than 
those which have afflicted Liberia.” 
The ill-preparedness of the immi- 
grants, unfavorable climate, foreign 
aggression, hostility of the original 
natives, and lack of help from abroad 
were some of the obstacles to prog- 
ress. The same historian asserts and 
proves splendidly from comparison 
that: “In spite of all these untoward 
circumstances, however, the first 
century of Liberia compares favor- 
ably with the first century of the 
Virginia colony.” 

The present president of Liberia 
is Mr. William V. S. Tubman. The 
country, about the size of the state 
of Ohio, has a population of about 
2,500,000 people. Only a small 
per cent of these are descendants of 
Negroes from America. Yet, these 
Americo-Liberians, being the most 
progressive group, contribute very 
much to the political, cultural and 
economic growth of the country. 

President Tubman decreed that 
the period from July 24 to August 
14, 1947, should be set aside for 
appropriate ceremonies commemor- 
ating the one hundred years of in- 
dependence. Delegates came to 
Monrovia from all over the world. 
To mention a few: the United States 
sent its Negro Brigadier General 
Benjamin O. Davis, Sr., as ambassa- 
dor and special representative. The 
lone Negro republic of the Americas, 
Haiti, also had its delegate there. 
Emperor Haile Selassie of Ethiopia, 
the only other independent Negro 
nation in all Africa, was represented 
by a special envoy. Even far-away 
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China sent its envoy extraordinary. 
His Holiness, Pope Pius XII, sent 
the Apostolic Delegate to the Bel- 
gian Congo, Archbishop Giovanni 
Dellepiane, as his representative. 
And now let us make a brief com- 
ment on Catholic mission work in 
Liberia. Missionary activity, though 
short-lived, began in 1842 under the 
leadership of Monsignor Edward 
Barron of Philadelphia. Many of 
the early colonists were Catholics 
from Maryland. The work was re- 
sumed in 1884 by the priests of the 
Society of the African Missions of 
Lyons. Today there are about 8,000 
Catholics served by twenty-four 
priests and nine Sisters. On Decem- 
ber 30, 1946, Liberia received its 
first native priest in the person of 
Father Patrick Koa Juwle. He was 
ordained by the Vicar Apostolic, 
Bishop Collins, S.M.A., in the Pro- 
Cathedral of the Sacred Heart in 
Monrovia. The president of Liberia, 
accompanied by other high govern- 
ment officials, attended the ceremo- 
nies. Any one who is familiar with 
the insistent appeals of the Popes 
for the training of native priests in 
all lands must conclude that no 


greater gift could have been given 
to the Catholic Church in Liberia on 
the eve of its centennial year than a 


native Liberian priest. Two other 
youths are studying for the priest- 
hood. (Incidentally, there are about 
50,000 Protestants in Liberia. ) 

The lofty ideals as well as prac- 
tical foresight of the present Presi- 
dent of Liberia can be observed from 
his inaugural address of January 3, 
1944, which we quote in part: 
“Placed in the midst of a large semi- 
civilized population, it must be ob- 
vious, if we are to achieve the pur- 
poses for which the establishment of 
Liberia on these Western shores of 
Africa was intended, that is, to 
shed the light of Christianity and 
civilization among our less favored 
brethren, and with them create a 
strong unified African Negro state, 
we must have more centers of civili- 
zation distributed throughout our 
territories. The task before us is 
great. What is termed the American- 
Liberian population is diminishing. 
It needs more vigorous and new 
blood of our own race from without 
to assist them in the herculean task 

(Continued on page 24) 
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China sent its envoy extraordinary. 
His Holiness, Pope Pius X11, sent 
the Apostolic Delegate to the Bel- 
gian Congo, Archbishop Giovanni 
Dellepiane, as his representative. 
And now let us make a brief com- 
ment on Catholic mission work in 
Liberia. Missionary activity, though 
short-lived, began in 1842 under the 
leadership of Monsignor Edward 
Barron of Philadelphia. Many of 
the early colonists were Catholics 
from Maryland. The work was re 
sumed in 1884 by the priests of the 
Society of the African Missions of 
Lyons. Today there are about 8,000 
Catholics served by twenty-four 
priests and nine Sisters. On Decem- 
ber 30, 1946, Liberia received its 
first native priest in the person of 
Father Patrick Koa Juwle. He was 
ordained by the Vicar Apostolic, 
Bishop Collins, S.M.A., in the Pro- 
Cathedral of the Sacred Heart in 
Monrovia. The president of Liberia, 
accompanied by other high govern- 
ment officials, attended the ceremo- 
nies. Any one who is familiar with 
the insistent appeals of the Popes 
for the training of native priests in 
all lands must conclude that no 


greater gift could have been given 
to the Catholic Church in Liberia on 
the eve of its centennial year than a 
native Liberian priest. Two other 
youths are studying for the priest 
hood. (Incidentally, there are about 
$0,000 Protestants in Liberia. 

The lofty ideals as well as prac 
tical foresight of the present Presi- 


cent of Liberia can be observed from 
his inaugural address of January 3, 
1944, which we quote in part: 
“Placed in the midst of a large semi- 
avilized population, it must be ob 
Vious, if we are to achieve the pur- 
poses for which the establishment of 
Liberia on these Western shores of 
Africa was intended, that is, to 
shed the light of Christianity and 
civilization among our less favored 
brethren, and with them create a 
strong unified African Negro state, 
we must have more centers of civili- 
zation distributed throughout our 
territories. The task before us is 
great. What is termed the American- 
Liberian population is diminishing. 
It needs more vigorous and new 
blood of our own race from without 
to assist them in the herculean task 
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OUR NEW NOVICES 
Left to right: Brother Gerard, formerly John 
Griffin of Baton Rouge, La.; Brother De Sales, 
formerly William Hall of Jacksonville, Fla.; 
and Brother Paschal, formerly Howard Green 
of Baltimore, Md. 


Howdy folks! Here is our old news 
commentator speaking to you from sta- 
tion S. A. S. A new year has arrived 
and in order not to be left behind we 
immediately launch forth on this sea 
of time in our 1948 “News Broadcast” 
series. We hope that you enjoyed the 
news of yesteryear and we also hope 
that you will find this year’s “News 
Broadcast” both interesting and in- 
formative. 


Thanksgiving Day Events 


The evening before Thanksgiv- 
ing the community enjoyed a movie in 
our auditorium. On the morn of that 
memorable day the Fraters (that is a 
team composed mostly of Fraters) and 
students clashed in an exciting football 
game. The technique of two-hand 
‘ouch in the football world which is in 
vogue here at the Seminary demands 
both skill and precision. Both teams 
lisplayed these qualities but evidently 
the lion’s share of them was in the hands 
vf the students for the final score was 
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21-14 in’ favor of the students. Father 
Erwin Bauer, S.V.D., temporary Pre- 
fect of the Fraters, Father Robert 
Pung, S.V. D., assistant Prefect of the 
students, Brother Stephen, S.V. D., to- 
gether with a couple of students helped 
to fill the quota of the Fraters’ great 
eleven. 

In the evening the students enter- 
tained the community in our auditorium. 
“Special Welcome,” a skit with the 
characters November, Pumpkin Pie, 
Pilgrim and Harvest was the first num- 


ee 


BROTHER ALPHONSE OF AUGUSTA, GA., 
who on November x completed his novitiate 
and pronounced his three Holy Vows 
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Saint Louis, Mississippi 


of the Divine Word 
fo aspirants to the 


ber on the program. Then followed 
two rip-roaring monologues. Henry 
Ford gave us an insight into the 
“Knights of the Ties,” while Michael 
Moody illumined us on “Bargains.” 
Robert Pittman made “An Apology to 
E.A.P.,” After Nolton Thomas and 
, James Lastrape did their share in a 
comical skit, Joseph Bonner accompa- 
nied by Claude Davis at the piano, 
closed the program with a trumpet solo. 


December 8th Solemnized 


On the eve of the Feast of the 
Immaculate Conception the community 
assembled in chapel where solemn ves- 
pers of the feast were chanted by the 
Fraters’ schola.- 

Father Lawrence Friedel, S.V. D., 
celebrated Solemn High Mass on the 
morn of the Feast, with Father Hu- 
bert Posjena, $.V.D., as deacon, and 
Father Clarence Howard, S.V.D., as 
sub-deacon. The students’ choir under 
the direction of Father Arthur Winters, 
S.V. D., supplied the polyphonic music. 
Solemn vespers were chanted by the 


DUE TO THE HUR- 
RICANE IN SEP- 
TEMBER our kitchen 
force — Brothers Vin- 
cent, Gabriel, De 
Sales and Alphonse 
— had to pull out 
this ancient stove 
and cook meals in the 
old-fashioned way, 
since the Seminary 
was without both gas 
and electricity for a 
few days 


Fraters’ schola in the afternoon. 

The celebration of this great feast 
was fittingly climaxed in the evening by 
a program in honor of our Immaculate 
Mother presented by the Fraters. A slide 
lecture on our Lady of Guadalupe was 
the nucleus of the program around which 
were grouped Spanish hymns, vocal 
solos by Frater Joseph Francis, $.V.D., 
and Frater Kenneth Watson, S.V. D., 
a trombone solo by Frater Gerald 
Lewis, S.V. D., a poem by Frater John 
La Bauve, S.V. D., and a piano solo by 
Frater Verlin LeDoux, S.V.D. The 
singing of the “Star Spangled Banner” 
by all in the auditorium brought the 
program and a festive day to a happy 
end. 


Seminary Choir Sings at Biloxi 


The Seminary choir, composed 
of Fraters and students, under the di- 
rection of Father Arthur Winters, 
S.V.D., sang at a Solemn Pontifical 
High Mass celebrated at Biloxi, Miss., 
which opened the convention for the 
Confraternity of Christian Doctrine. 
The Mass sung was that composed by 
Sister M. Elaine, C.D.P., entitled the 
“Mass of Blessed Martin,” commonly 
known as the ‘“‘Mass of the Spirituals.” 


Additions! 


Were one to look around the 
campus midway between the Fraters’ 
and the Brother Novices’ buildings he 
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DIMES AT WORK 


@ The National Foundation of Infantile Paralysis 
@ Makes no distinction of Race 


Medical education at Meharry Med- 
ical College, Nashville, Tenn., 
has been advanced by a National 
Foundation for Infantile Paralysis 
grant of $67,670 for training in 
pediatrics, orthopedic surgery; 
and to underwrite a teaching 
program in physical medicine. 


A grant of $8,800 was made to 
North Carolina College for Ne- 
groes, Durham, N. C., for the 
purpose of training Negro teach- 
ers, supervisors, and coordinators 
of health education. 


Research projects in science and 
education are under way in some 
40 institutions in the search for a 
solution of the mysteries of polio- 
myelitis. A total of $2,826,549 
was spent during the fiscal year 
ended May 31, 1947. 


Chapter appropriation has been made 
by the District of Columbia Chap- 
ter for Freedmen’s Hospital in 
Washington, D. C., to aid in the 
establishing of a polio ward. 


Hospitalization costs have been met 
by chapters of the National Foun- 
dation for every infantile paraly- 
sis patient found to be in need of 
financial assistance. National head- 
quarters expended more than 
$6,000,000 in epidemic aid to 
supplement chapter funds during 
the fiscal year ended May 31, 
1947. 


Outbreaks of epidemics can be met 
by well equipped communities as 
a result of the special “Prepared- 
ness” meetings conducted by the 
14 


VWARCH 
OF DIMES 


National Foundation for Infantile 
Paralysis. During the spring 
months of 1947 these meetings 
were held in 18 states. Many 
Negro health and civic workers 
participated. 


Fellowships for post graduate study 
by physicians are available through 
the National Research Council, 
from funds granted by the Na- 
tional Foundation. During the 
1946-47 school year, Dr. W. A. 
Mason of Atlanta, Ga., United 
States Public Health Service staff 
member, studied sanitary engi- 
neering at the Yale University 
School of Public Health; and 
Dr. E. Perry Crump of the Me- 
harry Medical College -faculty 
completed study at the University 
of Minnesota School of Medicine. 
Dr. Margaret Morgan Lawrence, 
Associate Professor of Pediatrics 
at Meharry Medical College, is 
now studying advanced pediatrics 
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at Columbia University under a 
$5,000 grant-in-aid. 

In addition, a $50,000 grant was 
made to the Provident Medical 
Associates, Chicago, Ill. This pro- 
vides nine fellowships for Negro 
Physicians in orthopedic surgery, 
pediatrics, and neurology. 


Disbursements at the Tuskegee In- 
stitute Infantile Paralysis Center, 
in Alabama, totalled $165,910.36 
during the fiscal year ending May 
31, 1947, and in addition an ap- 
propriation of $60,000 was au- 
thorized for nurse training. In 
nine years Tuskegee Institute has 
received grants and appropriations 
exceeding $1,300,000 from the 
National Foundation. These funds 
provided for the setting up and 
maintenance of educational facili- 
ties, the training of nurses, and 
medical care costs for treatment 
of infantile paralysis patients. 

Infantile Paralysis Refresher Cours- 
es are being conducted to acquaint 
physicians with modern methods 
of diagnosis, care and treatment 
of the disease. Last spring Dr. 
Warrick Cardozo of the Howard 
University Medical School facul- 
ty; Dr. E. I. Robinson of Los 
Angeles, Calif.; and Dr. May- 
belle Weaver of Baltimore, Md., 
attended the course given at 
Knickerbocker Hospital in New 
York City. Travel and living 
expenses for the physicians were 
paid by local chapters of the 
National Foundation. 

Meetings of 25 Negro organizations 
in 17 states were attended in 1947 
by the National Foundation’s Di- 
rector of Interracial Activities to 
advise groups and individuals of 


services available from the organi- 
zation and how to obtain them. 


Educational materials containing 

factual information about polio, 
for professional and public use, 
were distributed at these meetings, 
and specially prepared films have 
been shown. New exhibits, posters 
and publications are in constant 
preparation. These are available 
to you without cost to meet your 
individual or group needs. 
“A Message to Parents,” a publi- 
cation telling parents what to do 
when an epidemic of infantile 
paralysis occurs, was distributed to 
more than 30,000,000 pupils, in- 
cluding 3,000,000 Negro school 
children. 

Scholarship awards for the study of 
physical therapy — so important 
in the treatment of infantile pa- 
ralysis — are made periodically. 
14 Negro award. winners com- 
pleted their study this past semes- 
ter at Columbia University, 
Northwestern University, New 
York University, and the univer- 
sities of California, Wisconsin, 
and Minnesota. Scholarship awards 
were also made in health educa- 
tion, medical social work, and 
orthopedic nursing. 

In the 1947 fiscal year 31 fellow- 
ship and scholarship awards were 
made to Negroes; more than 100 
awards have been made in the past 
five years. These awards went to 
men and women living in 29 states 
and the District of Columbia. 
These persons have been em- 
ployed by general and specialized 
hospitals, Visiting Nurse associa- 
tions, and the Veterans Adminis- 
tration in every section of the 
nation. 
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JANUARY SAINTS 


Jan. 9 — St. Adrian 


Divine, Providence conducted 
this holy man to Britain in order to 
make him an instructor of many saints. 
Adrian was an African by birth, and 
was Abbot of Nerida, not far from 
Naples, when Pope Vitalian, upon the 
death of St. Deusdedit the Archbishop 
of Canterbury, judged him for his 
learning and experience in virtue the 
most suitable person to be the teacher 
of a nation still young in the Faith. 
The humble servant of God found 
means to decline that dignity by recom- 
mending St. Theodore in his place, but 
was willing to share in the more labo- 
rious part of the ministry. St. Theo- 
dore made him abbot of the monastery 
of Saints Peter and Paul, afterwards 
called St. Augustine’s at Canterbury, 
where he taught Greek and Latin, and 
the Fathers. He was outstanding as a 
teacher of Sacred Doctrine and as a 
model of a Holy Life. He died in 
the year 710. 


Jan. 21 — St. Meinrad 


By birth he is supposed to have 
been connected with the family of the 
Hohenzollerns. Later in life he entered 
the Benedictine Order and there be- 
came a teacher. His soul, however, 
yearned for solitude and contemplation. 
He went to a place called Einsiedeln 
(hermitage). There he lived for 29 
years, carrying on a constant warfare 
against a three-fold enemy, the world, 
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the flesh and the devil. He died on 
January 21, 861. The body of the 
Saint was conveyed to Reichenau and 
there preserved with great veneration 
When our battle with our spiritual ene- 
mies, the world, the flesh and the devil, 
is raging, let us call upon St. Meinrad 
to give us some of his courage and 
determination. 


Jan 29 — St. Francis De Sales 


This great Saint was born at 
the Chateau De Sales in Savoy on 
August 21, 1567. On the following day, 
he was baptized in the parish church 
of Thorens, and received the name of 
Francis Bonaventure. Even as a little 
child, he was remarkable for obedience, 
truthfulness, piety and great zeal for the 
glory of God. He, later, became a 
priest and ministered to the poor with 
great zeal. In the 56th year of his life 
he died. He was beatified by Alexander 
VII in 1661 and canonized in 1665 by 
the same pope. The great virtue of 
this saint was “Meekness.” ‘The saint 
himself tells us how to practice this vir- 
tue. The most powerful remedy against 
sudden movements of impatience is a 
sweet and amiable silence. If one 
speaks at all, self-love will have a share 
in it and some word will escape that 
may sour the heart and disturb its peace 
for a long time. When nothing is said 
and cheerfulness preserved, the storm 
subsides, anger and indiscretion are put 
to flight, and joy pure and lasting re- 
sults. 


HONOR ROLL OF CATHOLIC SCHOOLS 


which are open to all students irrespective of race or color 


(NOTE: Our Honor Roll has grown so big that it would be impossible to reprint 
the entire list in each issue, so hereafter we shall publish the names only of the 
new schools added to the Honor Roll-each month together with the names of all 
the other Honor Roll schools located in the same state or states. We know that 
our list is still incomplete, so we invite our Readers to send in the names of other 
Catholic high: schools and colleges which admit qualified Negro students) 


HIGH SCHOOLS 
IOWA 
Assumption High School, Cresco, Ia. (Sisters of Charity of the B.V.M.) 
Catholic Central High School, Ottumwa, lowa (Sisters of the Holy Humility of Mary) 
Immaculate Conception High School, Cedar Rapids, Ia. (Sisters of Mercy) 
Immaculate Conception High School, Charles City, Ia. (Sisters of Mercy) 
immaculate Conception Academy, Dubuque, lowa. (J*ranciscan Sisters) 
Loras Academy, Dubuque, lowa. (Diocesan Priests) 
Mount Mercy Academy, Cedar Rapids, Ia. (Sisters of Mercy) 
Mount St. Clare Academy, Clinton, lowa a 
(Franciscan Sisters of the Immaculate Conception) 
Our Lady of Victory Academy, Waterloo, Ia. 
Saint Ambrose Academy, Davenport, lowa (Diocesan Priests) 
St. Boniface’s High School, New Vienna, Ia. (Franciscan Sisters) 
St. Columbkille High School, Dubuque, Ia. (Presentation Sisters) 
Sacred Heart High School, Monticello, la. (Franciscan Sisters) 
Sacred Heart.High School, Oelwein, Ia. (Sisters of Mercy) 
Sacred Heart High School, Rockwell, Ia. (Dominican Sisters) 
Sacred Heart High School, Waterloo, Ia. (Sisters of Mercy) 
Joseph’s High School, Dubuque, Ia. (Sisters of Charity of the B.V.M.) 
Joseph’s High School, Farley, Ia. (Presentation Sisters) 
J ph’s High School, Mason City, Ia. (Presentation Sisters) 
Joseph’s High School, Waterloo, Ia, (Sisters of Charity of the B.V.M.) 
High School, St. Lucas, Ia. (Franciscan Sisters) 
High School, Cascade, Ia, (Franciscan Sisters) 
High School, Guttenberg, Ia. (Franciscan Sisters) 
High School, Marshalltown, Ia. (Sisters of the Holy Humility) 
High School, North Washington, In. (Franciscan Sisters) 
Mary’s High School, Waterloo, Ia. (Franciscan Sisters) 
Paul’s High School, Worthington, Ia. (Franciscan Sisters) 
St. Wenceslaus High School, Cedar Rapids, Ia. (Sisters of Mercy) 
Trinity High School, Sioux City, Iowa (Marianist Fathers and Brothers) 
Visitation Academy, Dubuque, Ia. (Visitation Sisters) 
Xavier High School, Dyersville, Ia. (Franciscan Sisters) 


OHIO 

Aquinas College High School, Columbus, Ohio (Dominican Fathers) 

Catholic Central High School, Chillicothe, Ohio (Sisters of Charity) 

Catholic Central High School, Springfield, Ohio (Sisters of Charity) 

Central Catholic High School, Toledo, Ohio (Diocesan Priests; Oblates of St. Francis 
de Sales; 6 Communities of Sisters) 

Chaminade High School, Dayton, Ohio (Marianist Fathers and Brothers) 

Corpus Christi High School, Columbus, Ohio (Franciscan, Sisters) 

Elder High School, Cincinnati, Ohio. (Diocesan Priests) — 

De Porres High School, Cincinnati, Ohio (Diocesan Priests) 

Holy Family High School, Columbus, Ohio (Sisters of Mercy) 

Holy Rosary High School, Columbus, Ohio (Franciscan Sisters) 

Julienne High School, Dayton, Ohio (Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur) 

Mother of Mercy Academy, Cincinnati, Ohio. (Sisters of Mercy) 

Notre Dame Academy, Toledo, Ohio (Sisters of Notre Dame) 

Notre Dame High School, Hamilton, Ohio (Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur) 

Our Lady of Angels High School, St. Bernard, Ohio. (Franciscan Sisters) 

Our Lady of Mercy High School, Cincinnati, Ohio (Sisters of Mercy) 

Our Lady of Victory High School, Columbus, Ohio (Sisters of Charity) 

Our Lady of the Woods High School, Carthage, Ohio (Sisters of the Good Shepherd) 

Piqua Catholic High School, Piqua, Ohio (Sisters of Mercy) 

Purcell High School, Cincinnati, Ohio. (Marianist Brothers) 

Regina High School, Norwood, Ohio. (Sisters of the Precious Blood) 

Roger Bacon High School, St. Bernard, Ohio. (Franciscan Fathers) 

Sacred Heart High School, Columbus, Ohio (Franciscan Sisters) 

St. Brigid’s High School, Xenia, Ohio (Sisters of Charity) 

St. Gabriel’s High School, Glendale, Ohio. (Sisters of Charity) 

St. Edward’s High School, Cleveland, Ohio (Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament) 

St. Mary’s High School, Cincinnati, Ohio. (Sisters of Charity) 

St. Mary’s High School, Columbus, Ohio (Franciscan Sisters) 

Ursuline High School, Youngstown, Ohio (Ursuline Sisters) 


COLLEGES 
10WA 


Briarclif! College (Women), Sioux City, Ia, (Franciscan Sisters) 

Clarke College (Women), Dubuque, Ia. (Sisters of Charity of the B.V.M.) 
Loras College (Men), Dubuque, Ia. (Diocesan Priests) 

Marycrest College (Women), Davenport, Ia. (Sisters of the Holy Humility) 
Mount St. Clare Junior College (Women), Clinton, Ia. (Franciscan Sisters) 
Ottumwa Heights College (Women), Ottumwa, Ta. (Sisters of the Holy Humility) 
St. Ambrose College (Men), Davenport, Ia. (Diocesan Priests) 

Trinity College (Men), Sioux City, Ia. (Marianist Fathers and Brothers) 
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Naples. when Pope Vitalian, upon the 
death of St. Deusdedit the .Archbishop 
of Canterbury, judged him for his 
learning and experience in virtue the 
most suitable person to be the teacher 
of a nation still young in the Faith. 
The humble servant of God found 
means to decline that dignity by recom- 
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was willing to share in the more labo- 
rious part of the ministry. St. Theo- 
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where he taught Greek and Latin, and 
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Jan. 21 — St. Meinrad 


By birth he is supposed to have 
been connected with the family of the 
Hohenzollerns. Later in life he entered 
the Benedictine Order and there 
came a teacher. His soul, however. 
yearned for solitude and contemplation 
He went to a place called Finsiedeln 
(hermitage). There he lived for 25 
years, carrying on a constant warfare 
against a three-fold enemy. the world. 
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“Quote and Unquote r 


@ What Others Are Saying Of 
@ And About the Negro 


One Kind of Genuine Catholics 


“... There is only one kind of gen- 
uine Catholic. He is a supra-racial 
Catholic: one who is color blind in all 
matters that involve the rights of others 
under justice and charity. ... Too many 
Catholics” had been infected with white 
racism “by parents, teachers and friends 
who got the infection from their non- 
Catholic neighbors.... It is high time 
for us to realize what has happened to 
us in our eagerness to be 100 per cent 
Americans. Our motive was good, but 
we have foolishly imitated some things 
that are neither Christian nor American. 
And the worst of them all is white 
racism.” 

Rev. Claude H. Heithaus, S.J. 
Marquette University 


Discrimination is Wrong 

“To discriminate against Negroes is 
an injustice. In our country it is an in- 
justice that is no doubt most frequently 
perpetrated also in the civil courts. 
Hence the Catholic judge must set an 
example of perfect impartiality when 
officiating in a case involving a Negro. 
Racial prejudice is so pronounced in 
some parts of the country that it is de- 
plorable. It is emphatically both un- 
American and unChristian. 

“Even in politics the fact that a man 
is a Negro or has a strain of Negro 
blood should have no effect on the deci- 
sion of voters, who should base their 
judgment of the candidate on his per- 
sonal qualifications, irrespective of his 
race or ancestry or religion. The same 
holds good of school. If there are both 
white and colored children in school, the 
teacher must be most careful not to ex- 
hibit any spirit of discrimination. 

“Why is this? Because a Catholic 
must condemn all forms of racism? It 
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is easy to see the unreasonableness of 
race prejudice if we consider that it is 
a basic Christian principle that all men 
are equal in the eye of Almighty God. 
To discriminate against a person be- 
cause of race or color or because he 
belongs to a different national or re- 
ligious group is not a violation of gen- 
uine Americanism but also a sin against 
God’s law, as proclaimed by the Cath- 
olic Church.” 

Rev. Winfrid Herbst, S.D.S. 

St. Nazianz, Wisconsin 


Starting With Each of Us — 


“In 1860 fate cast the Negro as an 
American test-case of the basic human 
rights of freedom. During the inter- 
vening years we have failed to practice 
the ideals of our founding-fathers. 
Those traditionally American notions of 
universal equality and God-endowed 
inalienable rights set forth by Jefferson’s 
pen in the Declaration of Independence 
have been denied the American Negro. 
There is still time, however, to remedy 
the injustices of many years standing. 
We need not expect the reign of inter- 
racial justice to dawn tomorrow. It will 
be hastened, nevertheless, in proportion 
to the measure of determined action 
taken by fair-minded men and women. 
It will not begin until each of us recog- 
nizes thirteen million Negroes as free 
individuals endowed with all personal 
rights synonymous with full-fledged 
citizenship of this democracy. No 
longer a victim of fear and discrimina- 
tion, the Negro may then enjoy equal 
opportunity in satisfying his justified 
economic, social, religious and political 
ambitions.” 

S. J. Rivoire, S.J. 
St. Mary's College 
St. Marys, Kansas 


BRIGHT SPOTS IN THE NEWS 


Negro Judge Appointment in 
Philadelphia 


Herbert E. Millen, a well-known 
Philadelphia attorney, was named a 
member of the major judiciary in this 
large city. He-is the first Negro lawyer 
to hold such a position in the state of 
Pennsylvania. His appointment was the 
result of over eight years of activity, 
hoping, petitioning and manuevering, on 
the part of Philadelphia Negroes. Mil- 
len was for four years the assistant di- 
rector of public safety, and is at present 
serving as a non-paid member of the 
city’s rent commission, which was 
authorized after OPA rent control was 
modified. He makes the thirteenth Ne- 
gro to be appointed to a judgeship. 
Three of the first twelve hold federal 
positions, six are in New York occupy- 
ing state judgeships, and one each in 
Cleveland, Chicago, and Los Angeles. 


Negro Woman in Labor Department 
There is one Negro in Washington, 


D.C., employed in the women’s bureau 
of the department of labor. Her name 
is Mrs. Laura Kirkland and she holds 
the position of an economist. As in the 
above item, this appointment was the 
result of much effort on the part of 
Negro organizations. Especially re- 
sponsible was Mrs. Thomasina Johnson, 
minority consultant of the United States 
Employment service, who carried her 
plea for the appointment of Negro per- 
sonnel to the ears of the Secretary of 
Labor himself. 


Scholarships for the Deserving 


An organization founded last March 
and called the Catholic scholarships for 
Negroes, Inc., has born fruit. This 
Christlike project was founded under 
the patronage of Archbishop Richard J. 
Cushing of Boston. Its evident purpose 
is to help duly qualified Negro Catholic 
students to receive higher education so 
that they may provide the Christian 
leadership so necessary for their own 
people. Of the three students placed 
by the organization in Catholic colleges, 
one is at Dunbarton College of the 


Holy Cross in Washington, D.C. Of 
the other two, one is at St. Joseph’s 
College in Philadelphia, and the other 
at Marywood College in Scranton. 


M.D. Honored 


Dr. Charles R. Drew, professor of 
surgery at Harvard University, has been 
elected to the board of trustees of the 
National Society for Crippled Children 
and Adults. He is the first Negro to 
serve on this board. 


An Example from Virginia 


A bright example from the past foot- 
ball season was given by the University 
of Virginia football team, and by its stu- 
dents, alumni and the Southern specta- 
tors of the game they won when they 
played against Harvard. The presence 
of a Negro tackle on the team of their 
illustrious opponent caused no ill-feeling, 
unpleasantness, or rowdyism. They 
gave him a friendly reception, treated 
him like any other player when he 
trotted on or off the field, and were 
glorious in victory against the first Ne- 
gro to play against whites in a regu- 
larly scheduled .game on a Southern 
athletic field. This is decidedly a splen- 
did example for other Southern insti- 
tutions. 


Negro Students in Washington 
Hospital Nursing School 


Two Negro women have been ad- 
mitted to the School of Nursing of 
Providence Hospital in Washington, 
D.C. The Director of this nurse school, 
Sister Rita, R.N., of the Sisters of 
Charity of St. Vincent said it is a Cath- 
olic policy to accept any Negro girls 
who meet the entrance requirements. It 
was through her efforts, and those of 
the Rev. Martin Jennings, S.A., chap- 
lain of the Newman Club at Howard 
University, that the young women were 
admitted. The two students are Miss 
Mildred D. Anderson, a former student 
of Howard University, and Miss Cecelia 
J. Christopher, who holds a Bachelor of 
Science degree from Southern Univer- 
sity in Scotlandville, La. 
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With our SVD Fathers 
on the Colored Missions 


Dedication Ceremonies 


The Feast of Christ the King saw two 
new churches dedicated to the worship 
of Him Who is the King of the Uni- 
verse. 

In Maurice, La., the church of St. 
Joseph was dedicated by His Excel- 
lency, Jules J. Jeanmard, Bishop of 
Lafayette. We mentioned in a former 
issue of this magazine that this new 
edifice had been obtained from the sup- 
plies of the armed forces. Brought to 
Maurice, La., by Rev. Francis Wade, 
S.V.D., pastor of St. Benedict’s 
Church in Duson, La., it was set up 
through the combined efforts of pastor, 
workmen, and parishioners. 

Maurice’s church now makes the 
second mission station to be attached to 
the pastor’s headquarters in Duson. 
The other is the Blessed Martin Mis- 
sion in Scott, La. 


In Jackson, Miss., on’ the same day, 
Christ the King Mission Church was 
dedicated by the Most Rev. Richard 
O. Gerow, D.D., Bishop of Natchez, 
Miss. This mission was begun in 1945, 
by the Rev. Peter de Boer, S.V.D., 
who had formerly been stationed at St. 
Francis’ Church, Yazoo City, Miss. 
Father began and completed this new 
mission despite many difficulties and 
obstacles. His achievement makes this 
city the only one in Mississippi to have 
two parishes for the serving of Negro 
Catholics. The other and older parish 
of the Holy Ghost is cared for by Fa- 
ther Francis Tetzlaff, §.V. D., and Fa- 
ther Wilfiam Jans, S.V. D. 


Regrettable Accident 


We regret to report that Father 
Robert O’Leary, S.V. D., the pastor of 
Immaculate Conception Mission in 


CLASSMATES REUNITED AT GOLDEN JUBILEE OF ST. PETER’S CHURCH, PINE 
BLUFF, ARK. Ordained in 1934, they are (left to right) REV. ANTHONY BOURGES, S.V.D., 
pastor of Immaculate Heart of Mary Church, Lafayette, La.; Rev. Maurice Rousseve, S.V.D., 
pastor of the Church of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, St. Martinville, La., and Rev. Vincent 
Smith, S.V.D., pastor of the Church of Our Lady of the Divine Shepherd, Trenton, N. J. 
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ST. AUGUSTINE’S MESSENGER 


Interior of St. Anthony’s Mission Church, Cade, La. 


Clarksdale, Miss., was in an automobile 
accident. He is at present convalesing. 
Your prayers are asked for the success 
of the cure he is undergoing. 


Our Active Missionary 


You would really call yourself getting 
around if one month you were in Chi- 
cago, a couple weeks later spent some 
time in Washington, D.C., and about 
a month later you landed in Texas, for a 
spell. Our man who “sashays” in ‘such 
wise from one place to another, is the 
Rev. John W. Bowman, S.V.D. On 
his recent trips to give missions, he 
stopped in Chicago, Ill., and preached 
to the people of St. Elizabeth’s Parish. 
The pastor of this church is Rev. Wil- 
liam Brambrink, S.V. D. 

After his Chicago activity, Father 
Bowman was ready to drop! — and he 
did! He dropped all the way down to 
Washington, D.C., for further mission- 
ary duties. Two weeks were spent at 
the Incarnation Church which is cared 
for by the Josephite Father M. J. 
Neary, S.S.J. Then there were six 
days of rest and travel (both at the 
same time, I guess!) before he went 
to Alexandria, Va., and preached a 
seven-day course of mission sermons to 


the people of St. Joseph’s Church. He 
was welcomed to Alexandria by Rev. 
John C. O’Shea, 8.S.J., the pastor. 


Then the mild climate of Mississippi, 
and the quiet air of recollection to be 
found at the Seminary received him for 


a real rest, several weeks of it. Before 
Christmas, he was off again, this time 
to Dallas, Texas to preach a Christmas 
Novena to the Catholics of St. An- 
thony’s Church. 

“Going therefore teach ye all na- 
tions” was the Lord’s command. Fa- 
ther Bowman is certainly obeying it as 
far as he is able. 


eel 


Let Us Blow 
Your Horn for You 


If you have any used band or 
orchestra instruments that you would 
like to donate to the Seminary, we 
would be delighted to have them. 


Kindly address all offerings to: 
THE MUSIC DEPARTMENT 
Saint Augustine’s Seminary 
Bay Saint Louis, Miss. 
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With our SVD Fathers 
on the Colored Missions 


Dedication Ceremonies 
Nhe Feast of Christ the Ning saw two 
new churches dedicated to the worship 
of Ilim Who is the Ning of the Uni- 
verse 
In Maurice, La., 
Joseph was dedicated by 


the church of St. 
His lxcel- 


lency, Jules J. Jeanmard, Bishop of 
Lafayette. We mentioned in a former 
issue of this magazine that this new 


edifice had been obtained from the sup- 
plies of the armed forces. Brought to 
Maurice, La., by Rey. Francis Wade. 
S.V.D.. pastor of St. Benedict's 
Church in Duson, La.. it was set up 
through the combined efforts of pastor, 
workmen, and parishioners. 

Maurice’s church now makes the 
second mission station to be attached to 
the pastor’s headquarters in Duson 
The other is the Blessed Martin Mis- 
sion in Scott, La 


In Jackson, Miss. 
Christ the ing Mission Church 
dedicated by the Most Rey, Richard 
O. Gerow, D.D., Bishop of Natchez. 
Miss. ‘This mission was begun in 1945, 
by the Rev. Peter de Boer, S.V.D., 
who had formerly been stationed at St 
Francis’ Church, Yazoo City, Miss 
Father began and completed this new 
mission despite many difficulties and 
obstacles. His achievement makes this 
city the only one in Mississippi to have 
two parishes for the serving of Negro 
Catholics. The other and older parish 
of the Holy Ghost is cared for by Fa- 
ther Francis Tetzlaff, S.V. D., and Fa- 
ther William Jans, S.V. D. 


on the same day, 
was 


Regrettable Accident 

report that Father 
ary, S.V.D., the pastor of 
Conception Mission in 


We regret to 
Robert O'T 
Immaculate 


CLASSMATES REUNITED AT GOLDEN JUBILEE OF ST. PETER’S CHURCH, PINE 
BLUFF, ARK. Ordained in 1934, they are (left to right) REV. ANTHONY BOURGES, S.V.D., 
pastor of Immaculate Heart of Mary Church, Lafayette, La.; Rev. Maurice Rousseve, S.V.D., 
pastor of the Church of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, St. Martinville, La., and Rev. Vincent 
Smith, S.V.D., pastor of the Church of Our Lady of the Divine Shepherd, Trenton, N. J. 
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Clarksdale, Miss., was in an automobile 
accident. He is at present convalesing. 
Your prayers are asked for the success 
of the cure he is undergoing. 


Our Active Missionary 


You would really call yourself getting 
around if one month you were in Chi- 
cago, a couple weeks later spent some 
time in Washington, D.C., and about 
a month later you landed in Texas, for a 
spell. Our man who “sashays” in such 
wise from one place to another, is the 
Rev. John W. Bowman, S.V.D, On 
his recent trips to give missions, he 
stopped in Chicago, Ill, and preached 
to the people of St. Elizabeth’s Parish. 
The pastor of this church is Rev. Wil- 
liam Brambrink, S.V. D. 

After his Chicago activity, Father 
Bowman was ready to drop! and he 
did! Ile dropped all the way down to 
Washington, D.C., for further mission- 
ary duties. ‘Two weeks were spent at 
the Incarnation Church which is cared 
for by the Josephite Father M. J. 
N S.S.J. Then there six 
days of rest and travel (both at the 
same time, I guess!) before he went 
to Alexandria, Va., and preached a 
seven-day course of mission sermons to 


were 


ary, 


ST. AUGUSTINE’S MESSE 


Interior of St. Anthony’s Mission Church, Cade, La. 
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and the quiet air of recollection to he 
found at the Seminary received him for 
a real rest, several weeks of it. Before 
Christmas, he was off again, this time 
to Dallas. Texas to preach a Christmas 


Novena to the Catholics of St. An- 
thony’s Church. 

“Going therefore ve all na- 
tions” was the Lord’s command. Fa- 
ther Bowman is certainly obeving it as 


far as he is able. 
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Let Us Blow 
Your Horn for You 


used band or 


that 


If you have any 


orchestra instruments you would 


like to donate to the Seminary. we 


would be delighted to have them 


Kindly address all offerings 
THE MUSIC DEPARTMENT 
Saint Augustine’s Seminary 
Bay Saint Louis, Miss. 


My dear Boys and Girls: 

Hello! Everybody. Have you had a 
fine Christmas vacation? Good. Well we 
are ready to start the second semester 
of school, eh? Everyone is happy. We 
enjoyed the Christmas toys, songs, 
smiles, candy and nuts. Now we wel- 


come the old books again. ... 


MY MAIL BAG 


Dear Father: While glancing through the 
October issue of the ST. AUGUSTINE’S 
MESSENGER. I have noticed the PEN-AND- 
INK-CONTEST in which I would like to 
enter. I am sending the required drawing 
and also enclosing the original picture. I 
have fulfilled the requirements necessary to 
enter the contest and will be grateful to be 
considered as a contestant. 

We receive your MESSENGER every 
month and will always continue to do so. 

Katrina G. Ramsey, 7th Grade 
Girls’ Town of America 
Carthage, Ohio 


Glad to hear from Girls’ Town of America. 
Katrina. Therefore, I am delighted to enter 
your picture in the contest. Please continue 
reading the MEssENcER for future announce- 
ments. Success to you! 


Dear Father: I hope you are feeling fine. 

I would like to join the “Children’s Corner.” 
Tl be glad to do the duties connected with 
it. Father, I read about your PEN-AND- 
INK-CONTEST and I drew this picture. I 
don’t know if I will win or not. I go to 
Mass every morning and beg God’s blessing 
on you and the seminarians, 

John M. Reaux 

Box 44 

Abbeville, La. 


John, I solemnly make you a member of 
the Children’s Corner. I'am examining your 
picture now. That’s right, keep attending 
Mass and praying for us. Thanks and God 
bless you. 


Dear Father: Well, ’'m writing again and 
I hope you haven’t forgotten me. Father, in 
some of your magazines most letters say 
you’ve visited them at their school. I mean 
the children. Father, why don’t you visit 
my school in Tacoma, Washington? It’s only 
2000 or 3000 miles away. I realize it’s a 
long way, but just for once visit our school. 
You know, Father, I am the only colored 
person in my school except for 2 or 3 Fili- 
Pinos, but it doesn’t matter, because they 
treat me just like one person of their own 
family and it makes you feel good. Well, I 
guess I'll have to shove off. I pray for you. 


Mary L. Canada 
261 Bellingham St. 
Tacoma, Washington 


It is truly thoughtful and kind of you, 
Mary, to write me from far away Tacoma. 
If ever the opportunity presents itself, I will 
try to visit Tacoma. Study hard in school 
and continue to make a good record for your- 
self — it will mean much to others of your 
own group. I am grateful for your prayers. 


Dear Father: I am thinking about the 
Seminary and I was very glad when daddy 
told me that you said to write to you. I 
am still praying harder and harder that I 
may be a priest. Daddy told us about the 
wonderful time he had and about the won- 
derful singing they have over at St. Augus- 
tine’s. I close my letter with “the Lord be 
with you!” 

Winfield Ledet, age 13 
St. Martinville, La. 


ST. AUGUSTINE’S MESSENGER 


Keep praying, Winfield. That is the way 
to obtain grace and guidance. Say, if you 
ccme to the Seminary you, too, may sing and 
hear some wonderful singing. Are you a 
member of The Future Priest Club? If not, 
then write Father Robert Pung, S.V. D., Di- 
rector, St. Augustine’s Seminary. Cheerio! 


THE SAVIOR 


Emmanuel Bertrand 
St. Mary’s Academy 
Roseau, Dominica, British West Indies 


Behold the Babe of Bethlehem, 
That Infant born of Mary free! 
Behold Him in Jerusalem 
Already aged thirty-three! 


And now on Calvary’s mount He hangs 
From the knotty oaken Cross. 

His Flesh is torn as though by fangs, 
His clotted Blood doth set like moss. 


The work is done; the tomb is ope’ 
’Tis forty days — He has ascended; 
With joy all men retain their hope 
With Him to dwell when life’s expended. 


Heed Him, friends, lest we should fall: 
Humility, love, fidelity. 

Jesus thanks for these and all. 

We'll love Thee e’er, and die in Thee. 


PEN-AND-INK CONTEST 


Boys and girls, a few days ago I received 
a beautiful painting of a house and landscape’ 
from a young artist. He has talent and 
taste. If you saw the picture, you, too, would 
say: “It’s beautiful!” I am sure some of: 
you can draw pretty well. Come, try today. 
Maybe you have talent of which you never 
dreamed. 

Here are winners for this month: 


THE PARLIAMENT 
BuiL ving AT 
WESTMIniSTER 


Drawn by John Henry Lee, age 15 
345 Gilbert Manor, Augusta, Ga. 


OUR BLESSED MOTHER 
drawn by Mitchell Frazier, age 14 
1810 Lapeyrouse St., New Orleans, La. 


PRIZE FIGHTER 
drawn by Aguinaldo Celestine, grade 6 
2241 Valence St., New Orleans, La. 


For these drawings John, Mitchell and 
Aguinaldo will receive a Guardian Angel 
Medal, the booklet “Our Lady of Fatima,” 
and a year’s free subscription to the Mers- 
SENGER. 

Any pupil in grammar or high school is 
eligible to enter this contest. These are- the 
rules: 

1. Your drawing must not be traced from 
another picture. 
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CHILDREN’S CORNER 


My dear Boys and Girls: 


Hello! Everyhody. Have you had a 
fine Christmas vacation ? Good. Well we 
are ready to start the second semester 
of school, eh? Everyone is happy. We 
enjoyed the Christmas 
smiles, candy and nuts. 
come the old hooks again 


tovs, 
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songs, 
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Dear Father: While glancing through the 
October issue of the ST. AUGUSTINE'S 
MESSENGER. I have noticed the PEN-AND- 
INK-CONTEST in which I would like to 
enter. I am sending the required drawing 
and also enclosing the original picture. I 
have fulfilled the requirements necessary to 
enter the contest and will be grateful to be 
considered as a contestant. 

We receive your MESSENGER every 
month and will always continue to do so. 

Katrina G. Ramsey, 7th Grade 
Girls’ Town of America 
Carthage, Ohio 
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INK-CONTEST and I drew this picture. I 
don’t know if I will win or not. I go to 
Mass every morning and beg God’s blessing 
on you and the seminarians. 

john M. Reaux 
Box 44 
Abbeville, La. 


John, [solemnly make you 
the Children’s Corner. [ am examining your 
picture That's right, keep attending 
Mass and praying for us. Thanks and God 
bless you 
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Dear Father: Well, I’m writing again and 
I hope you haven’t forgotten me. Father, in 
some of your magazines most letters say 
you've visited them at their school. I mean 
the children. Father, why don’t you visit 
my school in Tacoma, Washington? It’s only 
2000 or 3000 miles away. I realize it’s a 
leng way, but just for once visit our school. 
You know, Father, I am the only colored 
person in my school except for 2 or 3 Fili- 
Pinos, but it doesn’t matter, because they 
treat me just like one person of their own 
family and it makes you feel good. Well, I 
guess I’ll have to shove off. I pray for you. 


Mary L. Canada 
261 Bellingham St. 
Tacoma, Washington 


It is truly thoughtful and kind of you, 
Mary, to write me from far away Tacoma. 
If ever the opportunity presents itself, I will 
try to visit Tacoma. Study hard in school 
and continue to make a good record for your- 
self — it will mean much to others of your 


own group. I am grateful for your prayers. 


Dear Father: I am thinking about the 
Seminary and I was very glad when daddy 
told me that you said to write to you. I 
am still praying harder and harder that I 
may be a priest. Daddy told us about the 
wonderful time he had and about the won- 
derful singing they have over at St. Augus- 
tine’s. I close my letter with “the Lord be 
with you!” 

Winfield Ledet, age 13 
St. Martinville, La. 
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Keep praying, Winfield, ‘That is the way 
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Cheerio! 
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Behold the Babe of Bethlehem, 
That Infant born of Mary free! 
Behold Him in Jerusalem 
Already aged thirty-three! 


And now on Calvary’s mount He hangs 
From the knotty oaken Cross. 

His Flesh is torn as though by fangs, 
His clotted Blood doth set like moss. 


The work is done; the tomb is ope’ 
Tis forty days — He has ascended; 
With joy all men retain their hope 
With Him to dwell when life’s expended. 


Heed Him, friends, lest we should fall: 
Humility, love, fidelity. 


Jesus thanks for these and all, 
We'll love Thee e’er, and di é. 


PEN-AND-INK CONTEST 


Boys and girls, a few days ago I received 
a beautiful painting of a house and landscape 
artist. He talent 

If you saw the picture, you, too, would 
“Its beautiful!’ Tam sure 
you can draw pretty well, Come, try today 
Maybe you have talent of which you never 
dreamed. 
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taste. 


say: some of 


wre winners for this month: 


THE PAR 


Drawn by John Henry Lee, age 15 
345 Gilbert Manor, Augusta, Ga. 


OUR BLESSED MOTHER 
drawn by Mitchell Frazier, age 14 
1810 Lapeyrouse St., New Orleans, La. 


PRIZE FIGHTER 
drawn by Aguinaldo Celestine, grade 6 
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eligible to enter this contest 
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another picture. 


Lady 
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2. It must be drawn with pen and ink 
on a piece of plain white paper or cardboard 
(unruled) with no writing on the back. 

3. Your name and address, age and grade 
must be written on a separate piece of paper 
and mailed in the same envelope with your 
drawing. 


The drawings which are judged to be good 
enough will be published in the “Children’s 
Corner” each month. 

* * * 


So long till the next write-up! In 
the meantime you may remember to 
whisper.a little prayer to the Baby Jesus 
for the poor people suffering hunger in 
Europe and Asia. 

FATHER CHEER-UP 
The Seminary 
Bay Saint Louis, Miss. 
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NEWS BROADCAST 


(Continued from page 13) 


would see a shiny red plug. For gen- 
eral information this is a fire plug 
added as an attraction for fire-fighters. 

A new boiler has been set up behind 
the laundry in order to provide steam 
for the presser which has been in the 
laundry unused for quite a few months. 
This boiler had to be installed since the 
boiler in the Administration Building 
does not provide enough pressure for 
the presser. 


Bishop Visits Seminary 


Bishop Adolph Noser, S.V.D., 
of Accra, British West Africa, dropped 
in for a short visit to the Seminary. 
After celebrating Mass in our chapel 
he gave the community a brief address. 
He will return later when he will stay 
longer. We all enjoyed the day of re- 
laxation which he granted the com- 
munity. 


A Negro Poet's Odyssey 
(Continued from page 7) 
helpers from the New York Friend- 
ship House to nurse him. After 
some months of rest and care he was 

on his feet again. 


A few of Claude’s oldtime left- 
wing liberal friends had given him 
some pecuniary aid during his ill- 
ness, but the thought that these men, 
whose ideas he had long since repu- 
diated, would take charge of his 
body in death, made him more eager 
than ever to become a Catholic. A 
Catholic he did become; but the fear 
of godless men taking charge of his 
body was by far not the outstanding 
factor in his conversion. This was 
not “the real reason.” Apart from 
the Grace of God and the charity of 
Miss Tarry and her companions, 
Claude’s conversion was, in his own 
words, “An intellectual matter ... 
ever since I began thinking seriously 
about the Catholic faith in 1938.” 
He was baptized on October 11, 
1944, the feast of the Maternity of 
the Blessed Virgin, in Old St. 
Mary’s Church in Chicago, III. 


Liberia Reaches a Century 
(Continued from page 11) 

set before them as the bearers of the 
torches of Christianity and civiliza- 
tion to their uncivilized brethren.” 

Today there are about 150 schools 
in Liberia; seven of these are high 
schools and one is a state college. 
There are seventeen Catholic 
schools, one of which is a high school. 

The Republic of Liberia faces a 
new century. At this important 
milestone in its history it can scan 
the past with the satisfaction of 
having triumphed over almost in- 
surmountable obstacles; it can also 
look to the future with reasonable 
hope for greater achievements. 
“Fear fades; courage ‘rises; the 
night be gone; the morning 
breaketh.” (“Liberia’s Place in Afri- 
ca’s Sun” by Hilton Alonzo Phil- 
lips. ) 


YOU DON'T NEED TO KNOW HIGHER MATHEMATICS 
TO FIGURE OUT THAT THROUGH OUR 


ANNUITY PLAN 


YOU CAN HELP US — 

YOU CAN HELP YOURSELF — 

YOU CAN HELP THE NEGRO MISSION 
CAUSE — 


Write to REV. FATHER DIRECTOR 
Annuity Plan 
Society of the Divine Word 
Bay Saint Louis, Miss. 


INVEST-igate our free booklet: 
“HOW TO INVEST" 


WOULD YOU LIKE TO SPEND YOUR LIFE FOR 


A GLORIOUS CAUSE? 
BECOME AN 


S.V.D. LAY BROTHER 


Our Brothers have the lifetime job of working in the service of God and 
neighbor. It is a life without material worry. It is a life of great spiritual 


opportunities, It is a happy earthly life that prepares for a most happy 
heavenly one. 


Write to the Rev. Father Novice Master at any of the following houses: 


St. Augustine’s Seminary St. Mary’s Mission House St. Michael’s Mission House 
Bay Saint Louis, Miss. Techny, Ill. Conesus, N. Y. 


STUDENT BURSES 


A Burse, or Scholarship, of $5,000 will take care of the education and training of one of 
our students for the priesthood. Won’t you help us complete one of the following incom- 
plete Burses? Any amount large or small will be appreciated. 


Immaculate Heart of Mary $3.317.15 
St. Matthias 844.50 
St. Jude 649.50 
St. Joseph 563.00 
St. Elizabeth 527.00 
Blessed Martin 589.86 
Holy Ghost seas pacic ewes | LSERLD. 
St. Martha 310.00 
St. Madeline Sophie Barat 152.50 
Sorrowful Mother 416.60 


Send donations to 
REV. FATHER RECTOR 
St. Augustine’s Seminary 
Bay Saint Louis, Miss. 


"Thou art a Priest 
forever..." 


and young men in 
high school 


YOU HAVETO MAKE ~ 


vi A CHOICE! 


WHAT ARE YOU GOING TO DO 
WITH YOUR LIFE? 


Can you offer your life to God 
as a Missionary PRIEST? 


Study at St. Augustine's Seminary, Bay Saint Louis, Miss. 


Write today for information. Address your letters to the 
Rev. Father Prefect, St. Augustine's Seminary, Bay Saint 
Louis, Miss. 


BOYS OF THE 5th, 6th and 7th Grades! 


Do You, Too, Wish to Become Priests ? 
Keep this holy resolution alive in your hearts by joining the 
FUTURE PRIEST CLUB 

It's easy to join. There are no dues. Just write to Rev. Fa- 
ther Director, The Future Priest Club, St. Augustine's Sem- 


inary, Bay Saint Louis, Miss. He will send you a membership 
card and the free club paper, "The Shepherd." 
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Louis, Miss. 
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BISHOP ALBERT FLETCHER GIVES FIRST COMMUNION TO CONVERTS 


CAN CHRIST COUNT ON YOU? 
Help the cause of His Church by joining the 


ONCE-A-MONTH CLUB 


Give a regular voluntary donation every month of the year 
for the upkeep of the Seminary which is preparing Negro 
youths for God's Priesthood. Such continuous aid does much 
for the progress of God's work on earth. 


REV. FATHER RECTOR 
St. Augustine’s Seminary 
BAY SAINT LOUIS, MISS. 
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Houston Mission 3 
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February Saints 
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Remember Our Friends Riss 
BOOKS: Race Riddles; Facts in Black and White; Is This Tomorrow 


THIS IS NOT NOVEMBER — ST. AUGUSTINE’S 


But you can still remember and help your MESSENGER 


beloved dead b ling them in th ‘ 
se aa ace a THE MAGAZINE WITH A MESSAGE” 


Mission Mass League Aico a year 
@ Learn what the Catholic Church 


ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP for one — $1.00 5 p 
is doing among Negroes. 


PERPETUAL MEMBERSHIP for one—$10.00 


e ees 
Members share in the Masses said, the Help the mission cause along. 


good works done, the indulgences gained. 


Address: BAY ST. LOUIS, MISS. 
REVEREND DIRECTOR 


Mission Mass League We kindly ask subscribers who move 
St. Augustine’s Seminary to inform us as soon as possible, send- 
Bay Saint Louis, Miss. ing us both their new and old addresses. 


POSTMASTER: Send notices of removal (Form 3578) to St. Augustine’s Seminary, 
Bay Saint Louis, Mississippi 
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MESSENGER 


“The Magazine with a Message” 


A Catholic magazine, published monthly, except 
July and August, at Techny, Illinois, by St. Augus- 
tine’s Seminary, Bay St. Louis, Mississippi. Sub- 
scription $1.00 a year. Proceeds are used for the 
education of colored students for the priesthood. 


TO AID THE’ 
Cause for which 
S.V.D. 
MISSIONARIES 
ARE WORKING — 
MORE 
NEGRO PRIESTS 
AND 
RELIGIOUS 
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THE TRAVELLER 


Elizabeth Perry 


Number 2 


How travel they who walk along 

Life’s pathway to an end unknown? 
Take one who shuts God from his sight 
And aimlessly plods life’s road alone: 
Unguided as a youth, his mind 

Holds not that sight age wants secure; 
Wandering afar, he stops to find 

His feet have erred on a long detour. 
At middle age he begins to check 

The why’s and wherefore’s of his life; 
Finding that failures and sad neglect 
Must be amended ere ends the strife. 
At old age, taking account, he finds 

Of squandered time how much each day; 
He hastens repentant to make amends 
To God Who turns him not away. 


“Whatever may be said of a rule providing segregation in public 


schools, such a practice in schools professing Christianity runs 
counter to the very essence of Christ’s teachings.” 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch 


Houston Mission 


There are two colored Catholic parishes in 
Houston, Texas — St. Nicholas and Mother 
of Mercy. Both are under the care of the 
Josephite Fathers. Mother of Mercy Parish 
was started as a mission of St. Nicholas 
Parish in 1930. Today with 2,200 parishioners 
and two resident priests it bids fair to 
outgrow its parent-parish. 


<«« Mother of Mercy Church, Houston, Texas 


abhindthas 


Mother of Mercy Grade-School and High School. The 455 pupils (top of opposite page) 
are taught by 7 Sisters of the Holy Family and 2 lay teachers 
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(Bottom of opposite page) Pupils of the eighth grade and 
(below) Mother of Mercy High School students with Rev. Anthony Keil, S.S.J., the pastor 
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There are two colored Catholic parishes in 
Houston, Texas — St. Nicholas and Mother 
of Mercy. Both are under the care of the 
Josephite Fathers, Mother of Mercy Parish 
was started as a mission of St. Nicholas 
Parish in 1930. Today with 2,200 parishioners 
and two resident priests it bids fair to 
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AN AFRICAN CATECHISM LESSON 
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Joun LaBavuve, S.V. D. 


@ Interrupted by two World Wars 
@ Missionary activity is forging ahead again 


One of the most flourishing Cath- 
olic missions in West Africa before 
World War I was located in Togo. 
Togo is a French-mandated wedge- 
like strip of land 21,893 square 
miles in area, which separates the 
British Gold Coast from French 
Dahomey. Its location on the “Slav- 
ery Coast” explains the many visits 
paid to these shores by nineteenth- 
century seamen. However, prior to 
the partition of Africa in the last 
century, Togo as such did not exist. 
Even the name was unknown until 
the year 1884 when the German 
commissary made a treaty with the 
chief of the village of Togo and 
gave that name to the whole region. 

Togo’s large plains and semi- 
desert areas served as a refuge for 
those who fled the slave traffic and 
the incessant wars between chiefs. 
Thus, the course of years and events 
28 


has made it a veritable mosaic of 
races. Today, there are not less than 
twenty-five races in a population of 
800,000. Among these can be found 
all degrees of civilization. The 
primitive Lamba from the bush still 
goes about wearing only a crude 
loincloth, while the cultured Mina 
dresses in European fashion. The 
latter tends more to free himself 
from aboriginal customs, and is best 
disposed toward Christianity. But 
his conversion is not always a deep 
conviction of the truth of Christ’s 
Religion. Too often he is moved by 
the desire to appear “civilized.” 
Up to the year 1860, when Togo 
became a part of the Vicariate of 
Dahomey, it belonged to the Vicari- 
ate of the two Guineas. Finally, 
however, in the year 1892, it was 
established as an independent mis- 
sion, with Divine Word missionaries 
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in charge. With 40 Fathers, 15 
Brothers, and 35 Sisters to tend it, 
the mission grew by leaps and 
bounds in a very short time. By the 
time World War I came around, 
Togo boasted 20,000 Catholics, with 
8,000 pupils in school. Fortunately, 
the missionaries were allowed to re- 
main at their posts until: 1918, al- 
though all of their fellow country- 
men were deported. 

But in spite of this, the war put a 
complete stop to the work begun. 
Eventually, it even brought about 
the total loss of that once promising 
mission. Since the missionaries were 
not allowed to travel without special 
permission, they were no longer able 
to carry on their apostolate continu- 
ously. Thus, bush-schools and cate- 
chumenates soon had to be closed. 
This, of course, resulted in religious 


indifference, moral laxity, and a re- 
turn to fetishism. To make matters 
worse, the entire missionary person- 
nel was expelled at the beginning of 


the year 1918. Four priests from 
neighboring missions came to replace 
the forty Fathers. But, for all the 
zeal they could muster, these soon 
found it quite impossible to care 
properly for all the Christians of 
Togo. 

The first outside reenforcements 
came in 1921, when the mission was 
given over to the Lyons Fathers of 
the African Missions, with the Most 
Rev. Jean-Marie Cessou, S.M.A., 
as the first French Vicar Apostolic. 
The new bishop set to work with 
great apostolic zeal to resurrect the 
ruins of his mission and bring to 
completion the work of his prede- 
cessors. By 1939, when war came a 
second time, he had made Togo a 
flourishing mission, with 69,000 
Christians, 9,600 pupils in school, 


30 priests (of whom four were na- 
tives), and 5,000 catechumens. 
When 21 of the 30 missionaries were 
drafted into the French Army, it 
seemed that war would again work 
havoc with the Catholic missions in 
Togo, but Divine Providence came 
to the rescue by moving the Govern- 
ment to make a special concession 
allowing the missionaries to return 
to their posts. 

Still, World War II did leave its 
mark on Togo. To an outsider the 
Church in Togo may seem not to 
have been affected by the war, but 
the missioners who feel the spiritual 
pulse of the mission know its true 
condition. Their records for the year 
1939 show that with 69,000 Chris- 
tians and 30 priests there were 
150,000 Confessions and 360,000 
Communions, while five years later, 
with 85,000 Christians and 16 
priests, there were only 105,000 
Confessions and 297,000 Communi- 
ons. The slack in spiritual fervor 
seems due principally to the lack of 
personnel. On the average, each 


TOGO’S FIRST TWO NATIVE PRIESTS 
Father Dogli and Father Kwakume 
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@ Interrupted by two World Wars 
@ Missionary activity is forging ahead again 


One of the most flourishing Cath- 
olic missions in West Africa before 
World War I was located in Togo. 
Togo is a French-mandated wedge- 
like strip of land 21,893 square 
miles in area, which separates the 
British Gold Coast from French 
Dahomey. Its location on the “Slav- 
ery Coast” explains the many visits 
paid to these shores by nineteenth- 
century seamen. However, prior to 
the partition of Africa in the last 
century, Togo as such did not exist. 
Even the name was unknown until 
the year 188+ when the German 
commissary made a treaty with the 
chief of the village of Togo and 
gave that name to the whole region. 


Togo’s large plains and semi- 


desert areas served as a refuge for 
those who fled the slave traffic and 
the incessant wars between chiefs. 
Thus, the course of years and events 
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has made it a veritable mosaic of 
races. Today, there are not less than 
twenty-five races in a population of 
800,000. Among these can be found 
all degrees of civilization. The 
primitive Lamba from the bush still 
goes about wearing only a crude 
loincloth, while the cultured Mina 
dresses in European fashion. The 
latter tends more to free himself 
from aboriginal customs, and is best 
disposed toward Christianity. But 
his conversion is not always a deep 
conviction of the truth of Christ’s 
Religion. Too often he ts moved by 
the desire to appear “civilized.” 
Up to the year 1860, when Togo 
became a part of the Vicariate of 
Dahomey, it belonged to the Vicari- 
ate of the two Guineas. Finally, 
however, in the year 1892, it was 
established as an independent mis- 
sion, with Divine Word missionaries 


in charge. With 40 Tathers, 15 
Brothers, and 35 Sisters to tend it, 
the mission grew by leaps and 
bounds in a very short time. By the 
time World War I came around, 
Togo boasted 20,000 Catholics, with 
8,000 pupils in school. Fortunately, 
the missionaries were allowed to re- 
main at their posts until 1918, al- 
though all of their fellow country- 
men were deported. 

But in spite of this, the war put a 
complete stop to the work begun. 
Eventually, it even brought about 
the total loss of that once promising 
mission. Since the missionaries were 
not allowed to travel without special 
permission, they were no longer able 
to carry on their apostolate continu- 
ously. Thus, bush-schools and cate- 
chumenates soon had to be closed. 
This, of course, resulted in religious 
indifference, moral laxity, and a re- 
turn to fetishism. To make matters 
worse, the entire missionary person- 
nel was expelled at the beginning of 
the year 1918. [our priests from 
neighboring missions came to replace 
the forty Fathers. But, for all the 
zeal they could muster, these soon 
found it quite impossible to care 
properly for all the Christians of 
Togo. 

The first outside reenforcements 
came in 1921, when the mission was 
given over to the Lyons Fathers of 
the African Missions, with the Most 
Rev. Jean-Marie Cessou, S.M.A., 
as the first French Vicar Apostolic. 
The new bishop set to work with 
great apostolic zeal to resurrect the 
ruins of his mission and bring to 
completion the work of his prede- 
cessors. By 1939, when war came a 
second time, he had made Togo a 
flourishing mission, with 69,000 
Christians, 9,600 pupils in school, 
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30 priests (of whom four were na- 
tives), and 5,000  catechumens. 
When 21 of the 30 missionaries were 
drafted into the French Army, it 
seemed that war would again work 
havoc with the Catholic missions in 
Togo, but Divine Providence came 
to the rescue by moving the Govern- 
ment to make a special concession 
allowing the missionaries to return 
to their posts. 

Still, World War II did leave its 
mark on Togo. To an outsider the 
Church in Togo may seem not to 
have been affected by the war, but 
the missioners who feel the spiritual 
pulse of the mission know its true 
condition. Their records for the year 
1939 show that with 69,000 Chris- 
tians and 30 priests there were 
150,000 Confessions and 360,000 
Communions, while five years later, 
with 85,000 Christians and 16 
priests, there were only 105,000 
Confessions and 297,000 Communi- 
ons. The slack in spiritual fervor 
seems due principally to the lack of 
personnel. On the 


average, each 
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Catholic Mission School for African Boys 


missionary in Togo has from 5,000 
to 6,000 Christians, 1,000 pupils, 
600 catechumens, and from 20 to 40 
small stations under his care. This 
seems to be typical of the present 
state of affairs throughout the mis- 
sion world. It is a real challenge to 
generous Catholic youth. 

Moreover, the general: shift in 
population, caused by the war, did 
not help matters in Togo. ‘Every- 
where families and homes were dis- 
rupted to provide workers for war 
industries. Although this may have 
meant for some the opportunity to 
learn about God and Christianity, 
for many it was nothing but a school 
of immorality. Many returned home 
warped in both mind and body. 

Gradually, however, the mission 
is getting back on its feet. But the 
present Vicar Apostolic, the Most 
Rev. Joseph Streber, S.M.A., who 
succeeded the late Bishop Cessou in 
1946, still has his hands more than 
full, with 235 churches, 208 schools, 
16 large and 220 small mission sta- 
tions to keep going. Moreover, he 
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is planning a minor seminary, St. 
Peter Claver’s, to care for native 
vocations. To be sure, the fruits of 
this seminary will prove a Godsend 
to the struggling mission. 


The pride of the mission of Togo 
and the pearl of the coastal churches 
is the beautiful cathedral of Lome. 
At present, however, it is badly in 
need of repairs. We may take it as 
a symbol of the entire mission of 
Togo, which, though hit hard by the 
recent global conflict, stands firmly 
rooted in its purpose to gain souls 
for Christ. Facing the future with 
typical missionary courage, the Rev. 
E. B. Riebstein, S.M.A., who was 
Apostolic Administrator after Bishop 
Cessow’s death, wrote in 1945: “Af- 
ter the present turmoil, ‘parish mis- 
sions for the people’ and a larger 
zealous personnel will help greatly 
toward the revival of a normal 
Christian life. I feel confident that 
Togo will again become one of the 
most flourishing missions on the 
Slavery Coast.” 


ELIZABETH LAURA ADAMS 


@ Convert and Writer 


JosepH Francis, S.V.D. 


We, the Negroes of these United 
States, have come a long way since 
the time that the shackles of slavery 
dropped from our arms and legs. 
The struggle to attain present day 
high standards has been bitter and 
hard, but it has served its purpose 
well. In our struggle to gain our 
rights we were forced to become 
perfectionists in every field. We had 
to be twice as good as the other man 
in order to get a break. 

Such a state of affairs has had 
some wonderful results. Looking 
into the past we can find great men 
and women of the Negro race who 
became great because they were 
forced on by circumstances into 
greatness. They had to develop all 
their talents to the maximum. In 
our own day, we find more and more 
great men and women of our race 
following in the footsteps of the 
great ones of the past. Among these 
I have chosen one, a woman, and 
will try to present her in a manner 
that will inspire admiration for her 
and the desire in many young hearts 
to imitate her. Her name is Miss 
Elizabeth Laura Adams. 

In writing of Miss Adams, one 
cannot begin by saying that her story 
is typical of all or even of many 
American Negroes of today. That 
would not be stating the facts. On 
the contrary, the early life of Miss 
Adams was an exceptional life 
viewed in the light of a typical 
American Negro life. From her 
very infancy Elizabeth Laura Adams 
enjoyed a profoundly happy and 
extremely carefree existence with 
her mother and father. She was 
perfectly bred in all that goes to 


Miss Elizabeth Laura Adams 


form a perfect little lady. She knew 
very little of poverty and realized 
only very vaguely what it meant to 
be a Negro. Her’s was not the con- 
tinual and almost heartbreaking 
realization of millions of Negro 
children, who from their earliest 
years have learned in the hard way 
what it means to be a Negro. Eliza- 
beth moved in an ideal world. 

As is to be expected, Elizabeth did 
find out that it is not easy to be a 
Negro. A nice little white girl called 
her an r. In childlike simplicity 
she asked her mother what the word 
meant. Mrs. Adams, great woman 
and mother that she is, met the crisis 
in a very Christian and intelligent 
manner. Far from teaching Eliza- 
beth to hate the child who had of- . 
fended her, Mrs. Adams made her 
pray for the child every night before 
she retired. Elizabeth seems never 
to have forgotten that lesson. Her 
mother made her realize that a lady 
never fights back in such matters — 
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missionary in Togo has from 5,000 
to 6,000 Christians, 1,000 pupils, 
600 catechumens, and from 20 to 40 
small stations under his care. This 
seems to be typical of the present 
state of affairs throughout the mis- 
sion world. It is a real challenge to 
generous Catholic youth. 

Moreover, the general shift in 
population, caused by the war, did 
not help matters in Togo. Fvery- 
where families and homes were dis- 
rupted to provide workers for war 
industries. Although this may have 
meant for some the opportunity to 
learn about God and Christianity, 
for many it was nothing but a school 
of immorality. Many returned home 
warped in both mind and body. 

Gradually, however, the mission 
is getting back on its feet. But the 
present Vicar Apostolic, the Most 
Rev. Joseph Streber, S.M.A., who 
succeeded the late Bishop Cessou in 
1946, still has his hands more than 
full, with 235 churches, 208 schools, 
16 large and 220 small mission sta- 
tions to keep going. Moreover, he 
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is planning a minor seminary, St. 
Peter Claver’s, to care for native 
vocations. To be sure, the fruits of 
this seminary will prove a Godsend 
to the struggling mission. 

The pride of the mission of Togo 
and the pearl of the coastal churches 
is the beautiful cathedral of Lome. 
At present, however, it is badly in 
need of repairs. We may take it as 
a symbol of the entire mission of 
Togo, which, though hit hard by the 
recent global conflict, stands firmly 
rooted in its purpose to gain souls 
for Christ. Facing the future with 
typical missionary courage, the Rev. 
FE. B. Riebstein, S.M.A., who was 
Apostolic Administrator after Bishop 
Cessow’s death, wrote in 1945: “Af- 
ter the present turmoil, ‘parish mis- 
sions for the people’ and a larger 
zealous personnel will help greatly 
toward the revival of a normal 
Christian life. J feel confident that 
Togo will again become one of the 
most flourishing missions on the 
Slavery Coast.” 


ELIZABETH LAURA ADAMS 


Josepu Trap 


, SV.D. 


We, the Negroes of these United 
States, have come a long way since 
the time that the shackles of slaver y 
dropped from our arms and legs. 
The struggle to attain present day 
high standards has been bitter and 
hard, but it has served its purpose 
well. In our struggle to gain our 
rights we were forced to become 
perfectionists in every field. We had 
to be twice as good as the other man 
in order to get a break. 

Such a state of affairs has had 
some wonderful results. Looking 
into the past we can find great men 
and women of the Negro 1 race who 
became great they were 
forced on by circumstances into 
greatness. They had to develop all 
their talents to the maximum. In 
our own day, we find more and more 
great men and women of our race 
following in the footsteps of the 
great ones of the past. Among these 
I have chosen one, a woman, and 
will try to present her in a manner 
that will inspire admiration for her 
and the desire in many young hearts 
to imitate her. Her name is Miss 
Elizabeth Laura Adams. 

In writing of Miss Adams, one 
cannot begin by saying that her story 
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a lady retreats gracefully. 

Though Elizabeth did not become 
a Catholic until later in life, her 
early training was thoroughly Chris- 
tian. There were, however, two 
things which she could never get 
used to in the religious. world in 
which she lived. Long sermons al- 
ways bored her and she had a mortal 
fear of receiving the Holy Ghost. 
We can all see the reason for the 
first dislike; the second was brought 
about by the unlady-like behavior 
of certain persons of the gentler sex 
who claimed that they had received 
the Holy Ghost. Being a lady, 
Elizabeth shuddered at the thought 
of herself acting in such a crazy 
manner, so she decided to avoid the 
Holy Ghost, and hoped that He 
would forget about her. 


I think that all of us have ambi- 
tions — great ambitions. Elizabeth 
had her ambitions, too. She wanted 
to become a great lady of the violin. 
But like so many others, her ambi- 
tions were not realized, she never 
became a great violinist. Just as she 
was blossoming into young woman- 
hood her father died. She and her 
mother had to shift for themselves. 
At first all went well, but a few 
financial setbacks forced her mother 
to seek work outside of her own 
home. When Mrs. Adams became 
ill and had to stop working Eliza- 
beth took her place. It was while 
she was working in the homes of 
others that she realized only too 
well the plight of colored people — 
of colored womanhood in particular. 
She saw the great struggle that her 
people have to carry on in order to 
exist. Vice and sin made her dis- 
gusted. She realized that her train- 
ing had been a great education and 


it helped to keep her good and pure 
in spite of the filth which she saw 
almost daily. She is a great tribute 
to the purity of Negro Womanhood. 


Just as she began to see life in all 
its horrors and evils, the Catholic 
Church became the center of her 
life. She read books about the 
Church. She asked questions from 
Catholics and even sought advice in 
the confessional. At times it was 
hard to decide in favor of the Cath- 
olic Church because she had been re- 
pulsed once before in a white church. 
As far as she could see it seemed 
to her that the Catholic Church was 
predominantly a white church. 
Would she be accepted? The grace 
of God and the firm foundation of 
tolerance which she had acquired in 
her youth helped her to make the 
final step. Her mother gave her 
full consent and in 1931, at the age 
of eighteen, Elizabeth was received 
into the Catholic Church. The Holy 
Ghost had finally got her. 


Elizabeth Adams wanted to be- 
come a violinist, instead she became 
a writer. She always loved writing 
and had written a lot. She tried to 
become a reporter on a white paper, 
but her color was against her. She 
wrote a prize winning epic poem, 
but when the judges found out that 
she was a colored girl they were 
sorry that they had made their de- 
cision. During the depression she 
had known what hunger and fatigue 
could do to a person. At one time 
she became very ill and almost died. 
She felt that she wanted to die. Af- 
ter all, was there any reason for a 
colored person to go on living 
against such terrible odds? Kind 


friends and a holy priest helped her 
(Continued on page 42) 


WHAT'S HAPPENING HERE 


Frank J. Forp 


Solid Thinking 


Scoring the lukewarm attitude of 
Protestant churches in the battle for 
racial understanding, the Rev. Ray 
Freeman Jenney, President of the 
Church Federation of Chicago, declares 
that “There must be a vigorous effort 
against ‘class churches’ and ‘racial 
churches.’ True evangelism by church 
laymen will make it possible for con- 
gregations to cross economic and racial 
lines. Communities today are unstable 
and insecure because we have not 
learned to adapt to constant change. Our 
goal must be teamwork, and the church 
must present the community with the 
demand that men go beyond expediency, 
or even bare justice, and work on a 
partnership based on Christian good 
will.” 


New Horizons 


Warmly praising the Brooklyn 
management for pioneering the intro- 
duction of Negroes into big league base- 
ball, the Brooklyn Tablet notes “with 
satisfaction” that other major league 
ball clubs have decided to follow 
Brooklyn’s lead. “Now Cleveland and 
St. Louis have dropped the color line 
ban,” says the Tablet. “Soon other clubs 
will do the same, and no longer will 
there be any question of Jim Crowism 
in baseball.” 


The Church’s Stand 


“The unequivocal condemnation 
“of racial prejudice contained in the 
various papal encyclicals,” declares 
Lester B. Granger, secretary of the 
National Urban League, “emphasizes 
what the basic policy of the Catholic 
Church has been in modern times. And 
there are numerous Catholic leaders 
who make it clear that papal admoni- 
tions are not pious expressions of good 
will....” Father John LaFarge, S.J., 
editor of America, declares that “lack 
of tolerance is an obstacle of the past. 
Much more important to remember is 
that no matter how many cases of preju- 
dice may be found among Catholics, 


racial discrimination is today a com- 
pletely lost cause. It is officially stigma- 
tized by the highest authorities of the 
Church as springing from ideas which 
are contrary to the fundamental Chris- 
tian teachings.” 


Recognition 

Upon receiving an award from 
the American Brotherhood of Arts and 
Sciences recently, Kate Smith, noted 
radio singer modestly admitted that she 
was “highly flattered. But,” Miss Smith 
added, “I can’t quite understand why 
anybody should receive a pat on the 
back, or a citation, for believing people 
are just people — and for advocating 
brotherly love.” In presenting the cita- 
tion, Dr. Florence R. Sabin, herself a 
world famous humanitarian, declared 
that “Ever since her debut in 1931, 
Miss Smith has been a spokesman for 
human rights. She has never missed an 
opportunity to use her talents through 


radio to develop better understanding 
among all -people.” 


Progressive Action 


A resolution drafted by Roger 
K. Larkin, secretary of the Association 
of Catholic Trade Unionists, of New 
York, demands that all unions end dis- 
criminatory practices against Negro 
workers, Outlining the objectives of the 
A.C.T.U., Mr. Larkin declares: “While 
we do not deal directly with the inter- 
racial question, in our fight for good 
clean unionism motivated by Christian 
principles, we are participating in a very 
real sense in the fight against discrimi- 
nation against Negro workers. We 
maintain a close relationship with the 
Interracial Council, whose request that 
we do something to break down dis- 
criminations against Negroes by certain 
unions resulted in the resolution. Copies 
of this resolution have been sent to 
many Catholic leaders, including priests 
active in the social field. The response 
has been excellent, with all of them 
agreeing that the resolution was 
needed and should be widely publicized.” 
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@ What Others Are Saying Of 
@ And About the Negro 


The Vicar of Christ Speaks 
“Pope Pius XII,*in his Encyclical 
Letter on the Mystical Body of Christ, 
scored those who proudly boast of 
enmity, or hate and spite as something 
that elevates and honors the dignity of 
man, and he called upon the faithful to 
follow after the King of Peace, Who 
‘has taught us not only to have love for 
those of a different nation and a differ- 
ent race, but to love even our enemies. 
While our heart overflows with the 
sweetness of the Apostle’s teaching, we 
chant with him the length, the width, 
the height, the depth of the charity of 
Christ, which neither the diversity of 
race or culture, neither the wasteless 
tracts of the ocean, nor wars, be their 
cause just or unjust, can ever weaken 
or destroy.’ Wherever a person may 
look, then, for justification for his acts, 
he will find no excuse for racial dis- 
crimination either in the Word of God 
Himself or in the official pronounce- 

ments of His Church.” 
The Vincentian 
St. Louis, Mo. 


God Makes Us Equal 


“There are people in every country 
who claim or suggest that there are 
basic differences — essential and inher- 
ent inner qualities — among the various 
branches of the human family. All such 
claims plainly deny the validity of our 
American concept of spiritual and po- 
litical life. First, it is fundamental 
Christian doctrine that we are all chil- 
dren of God and equal peers to His 
kingdom. Second, it is fundamental 
democratic doctrine that every citizen, 
regardless of color, creed, or race, is 
equal before the law.” 

Mrs. Clare Booth Luce 


“... You Do Unto Me” 


“Whatsoever you do unto one of 
these My least brethren you do unto 
Me.’ For the Christian who is not 
wholly dead to the real meaning and 
nature of Christianity these words give 
the complete and final answer to the 
race question. ‘There is no need for 
statistics, no need for distinction and 
sub-distinction. It is Christ Who is 
turned out of your school, out of your 
church, out of your hospital. It is 
Christ Who is ordered out of your 
restaurant, out of your neighborhood, 
out of your Pullman car. It is Christ 
Who is insulted, humiliated.” 


Rev. George H. Dunne, S.J. 
in the Commonweal 


Charity is Universal 


“No Catholic, without scorning the 
commands of Pius XII, may be anti- 
Negro, anti-Jew, anti-German, or anti- 
anyone.” 

Thomas McDermott in 
Keeper of the Keys 


Segregation 


“Forced segregation is contrary to the 
democracy we praise so highly in this 
country. In addition, it is contrary to 
the precept of charity, the foundation 
stone of Christ’s teaching. Too fre- 
quently among Catholics when racial 
prejudice comes up against the Christian 
principles of justice and charity, preju- 
dice wins.. To be remembered is. the 
fact that prejudice might win all the 
arguments in this world, but Christian 
charity wins us a place in heaven.” 

The Catholic Herald Citizen 
Milwaukee, Wis. 


February Saints 


ST. BERNADETTE SOUBIROUS 
(1844-1879) 
The Blessed Virgin appeared to this peasant 
girl 18 times at Lourdes in France. Those 
apparitions are commemorated on February 
11, the Feast of Our Lady of Lourdes 


Feb. 8 — St. Paul, Bishop 


In his youth, Paul lived at the 
court of Clotaire IJ. As a young man, 
Paul aspired after higher things. He 
studied for the priesthood. When he 
had completed his theological studies he 
retired among the hermits of Mount 
Voge, which is situated.near Trier. He 
later entered the monastery of St. Wen- 
delein, where his learning brought him 
the appointment of director of the 
monastery school. Paul became Bishop 
of Verdun, In his episcopal labors, 
Paul had the protection and assistance 
of King Dagobert. If God is calling 
you to higher things, to the Holy Priest- 
hood, to the Religious Life, ask St. 
Paul to obtain for you a deep love for 
them and the grace to constantly strive 
for their attainment. 


Feb. 10 — St. Scholastica 


St. Scholastica was the sister of 
St. Benedict. From her earliest years, 


she consecrated herself to God, as we 
learn from St. Gregory. After her 
brother was appointed to the monastery 
at Monte Cassino, St. Scholastica 
founded and governed a convent, which 
was situated about five miles south of 
the monastery of St. Benedict. St. 
Scholastica was highly favored by God 
because of the great confidence which 
she placed in Him. By constantly recom- 
mending herself to God, she learned the 
science of perfection and her life of 
seclusion was one of continual contem- 
plation, through which all her powers 
were centered in God. If we would 
wage the battle of life successfully, we 
must begin anew each day to fight and 
conquer our enemies: the world, the 
flesh, and the devil. To fight and con- 
quer our enemies we need grace, which 
is obtained through constant prayer. 
Let us ask St. Scholastica, that great 
lover of prayer, to obtain for us that 
precious gift. 


Feb. 15 — Bl. Claude De La 
Columbiére 


Blessed Claude -was~ born -at 
Saint-Symphorien d’Ozon near Lyons 
in 1641. In his early years, Claude ac- 
knowledged a strong aversion to the 
idea of a religious vocation. But he 
later conquered this feeling and applied 
for reception into the Society of Jesus. 
As a priest of the Jesuit Order, Father 
De La Columbiére was outstanding as a 
preacher, teacher and confessor. He was 
a deeply spiritual priest, continually 
united to God through prayer. His 
strong union with God, enabled him to 
trample under foot human respect and 
worldly motives. He is distinguished by 
his detachment. His life of great hu- 
mility and perfect patience came to a 
beautiful close on February 15, 1682. 
Let ‘us ask Blessed Claude De La Co- 
lumbiére, who was distinguished by his 
detachment from the things of time and 
his attachment to things eternal, to help 
us so to pass through things temporal 
as not to lose sight of those that are 
eternal. 
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who claim or suggest that there are 
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ent inner qualities — among the various 
branches of the human family. All such 
claims plainly deny the validity of our 
American concept of spiritual and po- 
litical life. First, it is fundamental 
Christian doctrine that we are all chil- 
dren of God and equal peers to His 
kingdom. Second, it is fundamental 
democratic doctrine that every citizen, 
regardless of color, creed, or race, is 
equal before the law.” 
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“WELL, I WOULD PUT IT THIS WAY —” 
Father John Dauphiné, S.V.D., a missionary 
to Africa since 1939, discusses a point of 
mission knowledge with Father George Wil- 
son, S.V.D., who went to Africa in 1941. 
Both missionaries recently completed a short 
stay at St. Augustine’s. It was here that 
they made their studies for the priesthood 


En Route to Africa 


Fathers John Harpel, S.V.D., 
Michael Carew, S.V.D., Charles 
Schneider, S.V.D., and Brother Da- 
mian, S.V. D., spent a few pleasant days 
here at the Seminary while en route to 
the S.V.D., Missions on the African 
Gold Coast. These missioners received 
their mission crosses last fall at Techny, 
Ill. On the 24th of December they left 
Saint Augustine’s and sailed from New 
Orleans at noon on the same day. We 
enjoyed their visit and we wish them a 
very fruitful apostolate. 


Christmastide! 


On Christmas Eve the communi- 
ty assembled in chapel where Solemn 
Vespers were chanted by the Fraters’ 
schola with Father George Wilson, 
S.V. D., officiating. At eleven-thirty the 
community was awakened by the sweet 
strains of “Silent Night,” and other 
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favorite Christmas carols. At midnight 
the annual procession to the Crib took 
place. This year in lieu of going to the 
auditorium to get the Bambino the pro- 
cession wended its way to the outdoor 
Crib which was erected near the large 
pond in front of the grotto. Christmas 
hymns were sung on the way to and from 
the Crib. On returning to the chapel the 
Infant was placed in Its manger bed and 
the Midnight Mass began. The choir, un- 
der the direction of Father Arthur Win- 
ters, S.V.D., sang the “Mass of Blessed 
Martin,” by Sister Elaine, C.D.P. 
Father George Wilson, S.V.D., one of 
our colored missionaries from the Gold 
Coast, was celebrant, with Father 
Clarence Howard, $.V:D., as deacon 
and Very Rey. Father Rector as sub- 
deacon. Father Arthur Winters, $.V.D., 
preached the sermon. 

At nine-thirty the second Solemn 
High Mass was celebrated by Father 
Rector, with Father George Wilson, 
S.V. D., and Father Clarence Howard, 
S.V.D., assisting as deacon and sub- 
deacon respectively. In the afternoon 
Father George Wilson, S.V. D., was the 
celebrant at the Solemn Vespers. The 
Fraters and students presented a fitting 
Christmas program in our auditorium in 
the evening. 

The following day, the Feast of Saint 
Stephen, Father Herman Hagen, 
S.V.D., celebrated the Solemn High 
Mass. Solemn Vespers were chanted in 
the afternoon. 

During the holidays the community 
enjoyed a play presented by the students 
and also a movie in our auditorium. 


Au Revoir! 

On the fifth of January we bade 
farewell to Father John Dauphiné, 
S.V.D., Father George Wilson, $.V.D., 
Brother Conrad, $.V.D., and Brother 
Michael, S.V. D., who left the portals 


Saint Louis, Mississippi 


of the Divine Word 
o aspirants 
Brotherhood 


to the 


of Saint Augustine’s headed for the 
Gold Coast, British West Africa, where 
they will join the overseas contingent of 
the “S.V.D.” in the battle for souls. 
Fathers Dauphiné and Wilson are old 
timers in the missions, and they are re- 
turning to their mission after a year’s 
recuperation in the U.S.A. Brothers 
Michael and Conrad are going to the 
missions for the first time, having re- 
ceived their mission crosses during the 
past fall. They are the first two 
Brothers to leave the community of 
Saint Augustine’s for the foreign mis- 
sions. We bid them Godspeed and a 
successful missionary career. 


Ordinations 

On the thirty-first of December 
Fraters Mark Figaro, $.V.D., Carlos 
Lewis, S.V. D., and Curtis Washington, 
S.V.D., received Minor Orders, and 
Frater Joseph Francis received the 
Tonsure. Most Rev. Adolph A. Noser, 
$.V. D., S.T. D., Bishop of Accra, Gold 
Coast, British West Africa, was the or- 
daining Prelate. Fraters Figaro, Lewis 
and Washington received the last two 
Minors, being ordained as Exorcists 
and Acolytes. 


Home Again 


After an absence of nearly four 
months Father Provincial and Father 
John Kemper, S.V.D., Prefect of the 
Scholastics, are home again. Fathers 
Provincial and Kemper sailed for Rome 
in the latter part of August where they 
attended the General Chapter of the 
Society of the Divine Word. They ar- 
rived back in the States about the mid- 
dle of December. 


New Candidate Arrives 


The Brothers’ community has re- 
ceived another addition with the arrival 
of candidate John Richards. John hails 


The seminarians at St. Augustine’s don’t 
have the joy of ice skating, BUT roller 
skating — well now, that’s a different story! 


from that great eastern metropolis, 
Boston, Mass. At present he is assist- 
ing Brother Thaddeus, S.V.D., in the 
laundry. There are now three candi- 
dates for the Brotherhood. 


Superior General of Edmundites 
Visits Seminary 


Very Reverend Jeremiah T. Pur- 
till, S.S.E., the present Superior Gen- 
eral of the Society of Saint Edmund, 
paid a brief visit to the Seminary dur- 
ing the month of November. Accom- 
panying the General were Father 
Charles Dodge, S.S.E., and Father Nor- 
man E. Lambert, S.S.E., both Ed- 
mundites. Rev. John Faustina, S.S.E., 
who made his preparatory studies here 
at Saint Augustine’s, and who was or- 
dained in May, is the first colored Ed- 
mundite. Marvin Chachere, a nephew 
of Father Faustina, is now making his 
novitiate with the Edmundite Fathers 
at Putney, Vermont. 


“WELL, I WOULD PUT IT THIS WAY — 
Father John Dauphiné, S.V.D., a missionary 
to Africa since 1939, discusses a point of 
mission knowledge with Father George Wil- 
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GOLD STAR BROTHER 


@ A Short Story 


He en Ross 


As Joel held the coat for his 
father, he saw that his thin shoulders 
were not straight and proud the way 
they had been the day Moses went 
away. Nor even yesterday, before 
the War Department telegram con- 
firmed Moses’ death — 

“...in fervent devotion to his 
dutyst: 2 

When his father moved word- 
lessly out the door and across the 
sagging porch, Joel knew his father 
was ashamed of him because, after 
telling his father of the rumor that 
colored graduates were to be ex- 
cluded from the platform, he had 
to admit that he had not cried out 
that he would fight for his right to 
be graduated without discrimination, 
according to the spirit of the Found- 
ing Fathers: 

“We hold as self-evident that all 
men are created equal in the sight 
of God.” 

Joel thrust his coffee-colored 
hands into the pockets of his blue 
slacks and stepped stiffly out of the 
house. His father was hastening 
along the row of Chinese elms, 
writhing under the lash of the wind. 
With his head bent, his faded black 
sack-coat bellied, he looked like a 
scarecrow in flight. 

At the gate he waited for Joel, 
his liquid brown eyes bitter, his 
sympathetic mouth stiff. 

As Joel approached, he asked, 
“Do you see in your mother’s front 
room window the new gold star on 
the service flag?” 

Joel looked at the flag. He 
thought, Now the war is over, what 
triumph is there in a star? As much 
as there was in Moses? death, with- 


out recognition. 

His father’s voice went on. 
“Didn’t you think, last night, about 
how your brother might have died?” 

Did he think, last night, about 
how Moses might have died? Joel’s 
heart swelled with indignation. He’d 
been thinking every night through 
these long months since Moses had 
been reported missing in action, of 
the picture in the paper of a soldier 
on Okinawa lying face downward in 
the mud, a helmet over his head, 
his fallen blade beside him! Did he 
think about Moses when, choked 
with the tight fear these many 
months that, because he couldn’t see 
the soldier’s face, it might be Moses? 

Joel looked up with anguished 
eyes. “I’ve thought about it until I 
feel I know how he died! Down in 
a swamp. A Jap stabbing him!” 

The old man stood tense for a 
moment. Then, “But, Joel, why did 
he give his life?” 

An answer came instant to Joel’s 
tongue. But he knew it was not the 
answer his father wanted. to hear. 
His father wanted him to say, 
“Moses died fighing to establish on 
earth the Brotherhood of Men.” 

Yet how could: he say that, when 
he and Moses had learned, in school, 
the difference in color from the way 
white playmatés called each other by 
their Christian names, but called 
them by nicknames: “Niggers!” 
“Rickaninnies!” “Coons!” The dif- 
ference between eating and living on 
the edge of hunger from the able 
blows their white schoolmates could 
stretch them out with? The differ- 
ence conceivable in skill and in 
scholarship from the difference in 
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“At the gate he 


self-confidence faultless clothes fos- 
tered in others and rags ruffled in 
them? 

Yet, suddenly, a new avenue of 
thought opened to Joel. Moses — 
after two years of being fed on 
white man’s meat — had come home 
on furlough as powerful as any 
white man. Only — no white 
schoolmate showed himself and no 
colored man dared seek opportunity 
to settle a score! But — once Moses 
met, hand to hand, a Jap embodying 
the nicknames, the hunger, the pain 
— all he had ever suffered — ah, 
how Moses must have leaped at that 
Jap! 

Joel ripped out, “Moses died 
fighting for his belief that all men 
are created equal!” 

George Williams laughed silent- 
ly. “Then you'll see your class 
president about you colored gradu- 
ates sitting on the stage tonight!” 

“YT will!” Joel. promised. 

The two separated, Joel turning 
toward the main street. Oh, to be 
graduated from the stage with Rosa 
Lee! He turned in at the school 


waited for Joel” 


yard walk. Who more than he, had 
a right to be graduated from this 
stage? Wasn’t he so responsible for 
the spic-and-span condition of the 
auditorium that the kids called him, 
“Joel — the auditorium’s guardian?” 
He mounted the steps to the big 
front door. To be looked upon by 
his fellow citizens with favor, mak- 
ing the world for him to live in as 
pleasant and profitable as that world 
he had lately come to waken in: in 
the ink-blotted blackness before 
dawn he would dream of owning a 
large city cafe; but always, dazzling 
daylight would point its white finger 
at his black ones. Black fingers 
meant work, work, work, with noth- 
ing as reward but a hole-in-the-wall 
in some ‘Negro’ neighborhood. 

He opened the door of the jani- 
tor’s closet then suddenly remem- 
bered the boys of his class would be 
in the auditorium dressing the stage. 

“Surely,” he told himself, “with 
my brother dying overseas, my class- 
mates couldn’t discriminate against 
me.” 


He relaxed. He opened the stage 
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door and stepped into the wings. 
Beyond the end of the footlights 
several boys were pushing up tem- 
porary steps for the colored kids to 
travel over from their chairs on the 
auditorium floor to the stage to re- 
ceive their diplomas! And, at this 
very instant, at the main entrance 
farther north, the wide doors opened 
and an arrogant-looking lad with red 
hair curled like a sheep’s back, ad- 
vanced to where the group worked. 

Stubby Hank Chamberlain looked 
up from his step-pushing. “Well, 
well — the class president himself 
— Byron Cummings!” 

Byron Cummings’ lips curled. 
“Cut the sarcasm and hurry the seats 
for the coons offstage!” 


Athletic-looking Leo Gordon ran 
slender fingers over his slicked-down 
brown hair and said uneasily, “If 
you seat the colored kids that way, 
there’ll be a riot tonight!” 

“Anybody ask the pipe-of-peace- 
packin’ papa’s opinion?” Cummings 
retorted. 

A companion pulled out from 
under the stage a long box and 
jeered, “Let ’em start something!” 
He tossed separately to the boys a 
sword, a saw, a cane, a sand bag, a 
throwing stick — stage props that 
had been used the night before in a 
play paralleling a Nazi attack on un- 
armed French civilians. 

There came a look on Joel’s face 
as of one who has seen something in 
which he is not quite able to believe. 
He thought, /f Father is to hold up 
his head again, or I’m to keep faith 
with Moses, I’ve gotta step on that 
stage and scream out quick: “Hey, 
you Nazis! You can’t do this in 
America.” Then PIl jump behind 
the scenes. A sword, a sandbag 


would lay me out. I wouldn't be 
graduated at all!” 

His face grew hot. With a terri- 
ble effort he turned from them and 
went stumbling out the stage door. 

At the click of the latch a slender, 
bright-eyed girl with a white gar- 
denia in her shining raven hair, 
looked around. It was Rosa Lee. 

“What're you running from?” 
she asked sharply. 

In shamed voice Joel told her of 
the confirmation of Moses’ death, of 
his father’s expectation of him for 
this night, of his stopping behind the 
scenes because of what he saw. He 
ended miserably, “But I couldn’t 
risk not being graduated. So I 
turned tail and ran!” 

He broke down suddenly and 
dropped into the wide-armed cane 
chair and laid his head on his arms. 

As Rosa Lee watched the spirit 
going out of him, disappointment 
died out of her face and pity rushed 
in. She drew his fingers from his 
face. “Joel,” she said, “grubbing 
for our living since we were ten, 
has made us older than our years. 
Old enough to plan a future that 
will shake off the past.” 

“In a few months I?ll be in the 
army.” 

“We both can save our money —” 

“To buy a hole-in-the-wall ham- 
burger joint in some ‘Negro Neigh- 
borhood!? ” 

‘We'll start an immaculate little 
restaurant on Main Street with 
southern cooking —” 

“Youre supposin’ the whites’d 
pass up white peoples’ restaurants!” 

“Ttalians come over here and cook 
the dishes of their fatherland and 
Americans think their cooking a 
treat. Germans prepare meals Amer- 
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icans pay for. Negroes ‘created 
southern cooking —” 

“Tt might work. But right now I 
want to know what’s goin’ to stop 
sandbags and staffs?” 

Rosa’s teeth showed white in her 
patient smile. “Step in there and tell 
them you’ve had definite word your 
brother made the supreme sacrifice!” 

Joel looked dazedly at the girl 
suddenly transfixed, her lips parted, 
her eyes seeming to see a vision. 
And, suddenly, Joel was thinking of 
Joan of Arc.... But a girl to take 
the shine out of him? 

He stood up, his heart pounding. 
“Pm going back,” he said. As he 
turned, he saw Rosa’s lips tremble 
with a proud smile. 

He strode through the passage- 
way. He opened the stage door and 
stepped in behind the scenes. The 
broad shoulders of Leo Gordon 
drooped as he grudgingly drove 
spikes securing the temporary steps 
against the stage; Cummings was 
gathering up sword, saw and sand- 
bag, storing them in readiness. The 
sight, so menacing and real again, 
set fire to a train of secret memories 
of beatings, and Joel’s heart bumped 
and his mouth went dry. Then he 
laughed. “Am I afraid of pain of 
body?” And, armed only with his 
message, he thrust his hands into the 
pockets of his blue slacks and began, 
“T say, Mr. Class President —” 

Silence exploded in the hall. Eyes 
turned on him, amazed eyes, curious 
eyes, unfriendly eyes. Joel looked 
straight at Byron Cummings. “Since 
our class has kept a service flag for 
our relatives, I felt my class presi- 
dent should know we’ve just had 
definite’ word my brother, Moses, 
died on Okinawa. Died in —” 


Suddenly Joel poured out a groan 
in hopeless anguish. He could net 
say 

“...in fervent devotion to his 
duty.” 

Thought of the words now jolted 
him into full realization of his loss: 
the big brother he could empty his 
heart out to. Up to this moment, 
struggling as he had been to know 
and to do his duty concerning the 
graduation, he had moved and 
spoken as one in a dream. 

The exploded silence settled down 
with a throb. Leo Gordon, holding 
nail and hammer numbly in air, 
turned to Byron Cummings. “What 
do you say? Keep on setting steps?” 

Byron Cummings gurgled, “Dam- 
mit, Leo, what’re you trying to 
make this gold-star-brother think? 
You know we’re putting up steps for 
the whole class to march over!” He 
sniveled, “Stop twitching my sleeve, 
Hank Chamberlain!” 

Through his black misery, Joel 
saw that Hank Chamberlain’s 
shameless impudence and lack of 
tact in imputing blame upon the 
class president and his partner in 


WITHOUT REGARD To- 
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conspiracy, passed all bounds of Leo 
Gordon’s patience. Leo’s honest blue 
eyes blazed and Joel knew that 
boded good for his and Rosa’s cause. 
A fierce happiness filled his soul. 
Byron Cummings was finding blame 
for his injustice coming home at 
last! 


Still craftily cunning, in a tone of 
compassion, Byron asked Joel, 
“Wouldn’t you — being the latest 
gold-star-brother in the class, lead 
the procession with Rosa Lee to- 
night?” 

Slipping from the collar, Hank 
Chamberlain rushed freely up the 
steps to stop squirming beside Joel. 
“Y-yes, do! Your behavior’s been 
as good as anybody’s.” He looked 
around, searching for another reason, 
“You took such good care of the 
auditorium, too.” 


“Leo Gordon bared his head and 


approached Joel and gripped his 
hand. “Do, Joel, lead the proces- 
sion tonight.” 
In Joel’s mind a debate began: 
“You lead the procession, Cum- 
mings’ll think he’s pulled the wool 
over your eyes — 


“Gordon's giving you a chance to 
forgive. A chance to build good will 
for that restaurant on Main Street 
some day — 

“Save Cummings from the lash 
of the speaker tonight! 

“Moses died to help establish on 


earth the Brotherhood of Man —” : 


Joel took a deep breath and said, 
“Pll lead the procession!” He 
looked out the stage window on the 
West. The sun was streaming upon 
the gold star in the window of his 
little shack in the street below. 


42 


ELIZABETH LAURA ADAMS 
(Continued from page 32) 


to regain her courage and her will 
to live and to go out and try to make 
the world a little better for having 
lived in it. She did get well and she 
did regain her courage. Out of all 
her suffering and trials Miss Adams 
picked up the pieces of her life and 
composed a symphony — a dark 
symphony. She wrote her autobiog- 
raphy and called it “Dark Sym- 
phony.” This is really a wonderful 
work and if you have not read it, do 
so at once. Many colored men and 
women have written of the struggles 
of the Negro, but none have done 
so in such a thoroughly Catholic 
manner as Miss Adams. ; 

We the Negro Youth of today 
can do one of two things in regard 
to the unfair treatment we often re- 
ceive. We can show our resentment 
by open hostility and force, or we 
can use the present obstacles as step- 
ping stones to greatness. By brute 
force we will put ourselves on the 
level of those who hate us; by using 
the present hardships as means of 
greatness in the sight of God and 
man we will help not only ourselves, 
but millions of Negroes all over the 
country who are in the same situa- 
tion as we ourselves are. Cannot we 
also, like Miss Adams, make out of 
our lives'a symphony? Of course 
we can! 


SUBSCRIBE TODAY! 


St. Augustine’s Messenger 
“The Magazine with a Message” 
$1.00 A YEAR 
The latest news and pictures of the 
Colored Missions 

Address: 
BAY SAINT LOUIS, MISS. 


BRIGHT SPOTS IN THE NEWS 


No Friction 


Six years of following an interracial 
camping program were successfully 
brought to a close last fall by the 
Catholic Youth Organization of the 
New York Archdiocese. During this 
time, when more than 7,000 boys and 
girls availed themselves of the privileges 
of the camp sites, they have not marked 
an instance of racial friction. During 
the past year, Negro counsellors were 
on the camp staffs for the first time. 


Democracy in Athletics 


College and university students be- 
longing to the University of Missouri 
and the University of Nebraska are 
striving with might and main to have 
the athletic color bar, that prevails in 
the Big Six Athletic Conference, lifted. 
It was learned that 58 percent of the 
University of Nebraska students par- 
ticipating in a campus survey, had 
backed their Student Council protest 
against racial prejudice. The Council of 
th Missouri University’s Student Gov- 


ernment Association, in a special ses- 
sion, passed a resolution favoring par- 
ticipation by Negro athletes from other 
colleges and universities in their com- 
petitive sports events. 


Librarian at Notre Dame 
University 

A Negro woman of Washington, 
D. C., has been appointed gift and ex- 
change librarian at the University of 
Notre Dame in Indiana. She is Miss 
Lois G. Dozier, who holds a Bachelor 
of Arts degree with honors from 
Howard University, in Washington, 
D. C., and the Bachelor of Library 
Science from Columbia University in 
New York City. The first Negro stu- 
dents were admitted to Notre Dame 
about five years ago. 


Research in Chicago 
The University of Chicago, under a 
grant of $150,000 by the Carnegie Cor- 
poration and Rockefeller Foundation, 
has established a 5-year program of re- 
search and education in the racial rela- 
tions field. The program will be headed 


by Dr. Louis Wirth, Professor of So- 
ciology. 


Negro Lad Brings His Entire 
Family into the Church 


When Jesse Moore of Elmira, N. Y., 
walked up to the priest attached to St. 
Mary’s Church of that city, and asked 
him how he could become a Catholic, 
that was the first step to the conversion 
of the entire family, his father, his two 
sisters, and one brother. Because of 
this young lad’s courage and initiative, 
the family received their instructions in 
the Faith at the same time, and six 
months later were baptized together. 


New Constitution for New Jersey 


By the overwhelming majority of 3 
to 1, New Jersey voters replaced their 
103-year-old constitution with a new 
and more democratic one. The new 
charter provides a more detailed bill of 
rights than the old one possesses, ending 
segregation by reason of race or color 
in the schools and in the state militia, 
eliminating other forms of racial or re- 
ligious discrimination, and guaranteeing 
labor’s right to organize and bargain 
collectively. 


No Discrimination 
Winston-Salem, N. C., was one of the 
large cities of the South that exhibited 
Freedom Train to its citizens without 
separation or segregation. About 12,000 
white and Negro citizens viewed the 


exposition. Over 3,000 of both races 
had to be turned away. 


High International Office 


Dr. Ralph Bunche was appointed 
chief of the secretariat accompanying 
the United Nations Palestine Commis- 
sion, This is to date the highest inter- 
national office held by a Negro other 
than as representative of his own na- 
tion. Dr. Bunche was formerly a 
Howard University professor and direc- 
tor of the UN Trusteeship Division. 
He will head a staff of experts who will 
do the actual work in partitioning 
Palestine between Arabs and Jews. 


With our SVD Fathers 


on the Colored Missions 


Priest’s House is also First School 


Father Robert O'Leary, S.V.D., of 
Clarksdale, Miss., doesn’t lay claim to 
being a finished carpenter, but at least 
he was enough of one to design and 
build a house in 1946, For this he used 
lumber donated by a Mississippi planter 
from abandoned tenant shacks. Believe 
it or not, that one little priest’s house 
now serves as rectory, school, and 
chapel. It was first used as a chapel 
when the former chapel located on the 
second floor of a building which housed 
a Negro movie theater on the first floor, 
was broken into and desecrated by some 
irreligious men. It became a school on 
September 10, 1947. Though the equip- 
ment is rather primitive, the little house 
is filled to capacity with pupils. Sister 
Mary Rosarita, B.V.M., and Sister 
Mary Gerald, B.V.M., two Sisters of 
Charity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
who board at the convent of the neigh- 
boring parish since they have no convent 
of their own, are brought daily to the 
school for classes by Father himself. 

Father O’Leary’s new building, a 
combination school-convent, was begun 
some months ago. But progress on it 
was slow due to delays in the delivery 


BAYOU BOYS 
of Blessed Martin de Porres Mission School, 
Davant, La. 


of the steel roof beams. When the mis- 
sionary first signed the contract, he was 
forty-three thousand dollars short! Now 
due to his efforts and the generosity of 
his benefactors, he is lacking only about 
$25,000! It would be wonderful if 
some charitable group could form a 
‘Clarksdale Club’ to aid Father O’Leary 
and his Immaculate Conception Mission 
all the way to the completion of a new 
permanent church. 


Pine Bluff Progress 


Father Kempinski writes from St 
Peter’s Mission in Pine Bluff, Ark., the 
following news item: “With Bishop 
Fletcher’s help we were able to add a 
kindergarten department and a new 
feature in the line of sports: organized 
football. Pine Bluff presents a unique 
problem in that it has an abundance ot 
schools for colored students (the onlv 
State College, 10 large grade schools 
and 5 high schools). Consequently the 
competition of the public schools is 
greater than in any other town with an 
S.V. D. mission. The determination not 
only to hold its own but even to advance 
in spite of such unusual competition 
comes natural to the Catholic school. 
With~ Bishop’ Fletcher’s sanction and 
financial aid, a full-fledged athletic pro- 
gram was launched which in a few 
months gave the Catholic high school 
valuable publicity in all parts of the 
State. Our first year football team took 
second place in the Northern Division, 
coming within one point of tying for 
first place. Many youngsters in and out 
of town are getting interested in the 
Catholic school. It is evident St. Peter's 
High School will be no Cinderella 
among the local high schools.” 

Father Kempinski also mentioned the 
visit of Father Harold Lauck, $.V.D., a 
missionary from Africa. Father Lauck 
labored in the Arkansas Negro Missions 
from 1939 to 1940, He had many in- 


Some of the 300 pupils of St. Peter’s School, Pine Bluff, Ark. 


teresting things to say about his work 
in Africa. 


Missionaries Drop In 

Fresh from. their work in the South- 
ern Missions they came — three $.V. D. 
Fathers. They were Rev. Jerome 
Haines, §.V.D., pastor of St. Jules’ 
Church, Franklin, La., and his brother, 
Rev. Arthur Haines, $.V. D., and Rev. 
Francis Ecimovich, $.V.D., Father 
Ecimovich is assistant to Father Peter 


“I PLEDGE 
ALLEGIANCE 


TO THE 
FLAG —” 


Boy Scouts of 


Our Lady of the 
Divine Shepherd 
Church, Trenton, 


N. J. 


Oswald, $.V.D., down in Pointe-a-la- 
Hache, La. That’s the bayou country 
below New Orleans. Father Arthur 
Haines, who formerly assisted his 
brother in Franklin, is now taking the 
place of the late Father Cosmas 
Schneider at Our Lady of the Rosary 
Mission in Jeanerette, La. These three 
missionaries enjoyed their brief visit to 
St. Augustine’s Seminary. 
Help the Colored Missions with 
PRAYERS and ALMS! 


INTENTIONAL SECOND EXPOSURE 


With our SVD Fathers 
on the Colored Missions 


Priest’s House is also First School 

Father Robert O'Leary, $.V.D., of 
Clarksdale, Miss., doesn't lay claim to 
heing a finished carpenter, but at least 
enough of one to design and 
build a house in 1946, For this he used 
lumber donated by a Mississippi planter 
from abandoned tenant shacks. Believe 
it or not, that one little priest’s house 
now serves as rectory, school, and 
chapel. It first used a chapel 
when the former chapel located on the 
second floor of a building which housed 
a Negro movie theater on the first floor, 
was broken into and desecrated by some 
irreligious men. It became a school on 
September 10, 1947. Though the equip- 
ment is rather primitive, the little house 
is filled to capacity with pupils. Sister 
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Mary Rosarita, B.V.M., and Sister 
Mary Gerald, B.V.M., two Sisters of 
Charity of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 


who board at the convent of the neigh- 
boring parish since they have no conyent 
of their own, are brought daily to the 
school for classes by Father himself. 
Father O'Leary's new building, a 
combination school-convent. begun 
some months ago. But progress on it 
was slow due to delays in the delivery 
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of the steel roof beams. When the mis- 
sionary first signed the contract, he w< 
forty-three thousand dollars short! Now 
due to his efforts and the generosity of 
is benefactors, he is lacking only about 
000! It would be wonderful if 
some charitable group could form a 
‘Clarksdale Club’ to aid Father O'Leary 
and his Immaculate Conception Mission 
all the way to the completion of a new 
permanent church. 


Pine Bluff Progress 

Father Kempinski writes from St 
Peter's Mission in Pine Bluff, Ark., the 
following news item: “With Bishop 
Fletcher's help we were able to add a 
kindergarten department and a new 
feature in the line of sports: organized 
football. Pine Bluff presents a unique 
problem in that it has an abundance ot 
schools for colored students (the only 
State College, 10 large grade schools 
and 5 high schools). Consequently the 
competition of the public schools 1s 
greater than in any other town with an 
$.V. D. mission. The determination not 
only to hold its own but even to advance 
in spite of such unusual competition 
comes natural to the Catholic school. 
With Bishop Fletcher's sanction and 
financial aid, a full-fledged athletic pre- 
gram was launched which in a few 
months gave the Catholic high school 
valuable publicity in all parts of the 
State. Our first vear football team took 
second place in the Northern Division, 
coming within one point of tying for 
first place. Many youngsters in and out 
of town are getting interested in the 
Catholic school. It is evident St. Peter's 
High School will be no Cinderella 
among the local high schools.” 

Father INempinski also mentioned the 
visit of Father Harold Lauck, $.V.D.. a 
missionary from Africa. Father Lauck 
labored in the Arkansas Negro Missions 
from 1939 to 1940. He had many in- 
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Some of the 300 pupils of St 


teresting things to say about his work 
in Africa. 
Missionaries Drop In 

Fresh from their work in the South- 
ern Missions they came — three S.V. D. 
fathers. ‘They were Rev, Jerome 
Haines, S.V.D., pastor of St. Jules’ 
Church, Franklin, La., and his brother, 
Rey. Arthur Haines, $.V.D., and Rev. 
Francis Ecimovich, S.V.D., Father 
Ecimovich is assistant to Father Peter 
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Oswald, S.V. 
Hache, La. 


D., down in Pointe-a-la 
That's the bayou country 
below New Orleans. Father Arthur 
Haines, who formerly assisted his 
brother in Franklin, is now taking the 
place of the late Father Cosmas 
Schneider at Our Lady of the Rosary 
Mission in Jeanerette, La. ‘These three 
missionaries enjoyed their brief visit to 
St. .\ugustine’s Seminary. 


Help the Colored Missions with 
PRAYERS and ALMS! 


My dear Boys and Girls: 


The New Year of 1948 is now but a 
few weeks old. Are we going to be 
happy and successful this year? Yes! 
How? We will try to please the Baby 
Jesus. Pray. Thank Mom and Dad for 
all the nice things they have done for 
you. Be kind and unselfish towards 
teachers and schoolmates. As for using 
your time and talents well, here is a 
little poem that might help: 


LIFE’S CLOCK 


The clock of life is wound but once. 
And no man has the power 

To tell just where the hands will stop 
At late or early hour. 

To lose one’s wealth is sad indeed; 
To lose one’s health is more; 

To lose one’s soul is such a loss 
As no man can restore. 

The present only is our own, 

Live, love, toil with a will 

Place no faith in tomorrow 

For the clock may then be still. 


MY MAIL BAG 
Dear Father: _I love the MESSENGER, 
which I read from cover to cover, and find it 
very interesting. Father, if you have time, 
will you please write to me. I am 12 years 
old and in'the seventh grade. I will remem- 
ber you in my prayers. Goodby and good luck 
and may the good Lord always bless you 
in His loving care. Sincerely yours, 
Elizabeth Olivi, age 12 
Route 1, Box 23 
Lake Village, Ark. 
It is nice of you, Elizabeth, to write. Above 
all thank you for your prayers. Good for 
you, if you enjoy reading the MESSENGER. 
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Pass it on to some of your friends sometimes 
and let them read it, too. 

Dear Father: This is only a few lines to 
let you hear from us. This letter leaves us 
feeling fine and we hope that when this letter 
reaches you it will find you in the best of 
health. We received our medals and books. 
We thank you a million times. We are happy 
that you gave us the opportunity of getting 
them. Inclosed are some of our drawing 
tests for you to see. We looked at some 
Pictures and drew these. May God bless you 
and all who are near and dear to you. Your 
friends, 

Clara Mae and Bernice Jolivette 
Sunset, La. 


Your pictures are neatly drawn, girls. 
That's right. Always be very neat in your 
penmanship and drawing. Keep writing us 
whenever you draw something nice. Clara, 
your picture has Jesus and His Mother Mary 
holding their rosaries. Bernice, you drew 
beautiful roses in your picture. Will you 
please say some rosaries for the Russian 
children. 


Dear Father: I hope you like my drawing 
of the praying angel. I know it is very bad, 
but I just can’t seem to draw very well. 
I did my very best, however, I hope you 
like it a little. 

Joan Mans, age 13 
56 Clifford Avenue 
Rochester 5, N. Y. 


Joan, honestly, I like your “angel.” He is 
so simple and original, floating upon the 
clouds. That angel smiles as he sings from 
his big book of hymns. Your angel seems 
very happy. People should sing, smile and be 
happy, too, don’t you think? Remember, if 
you are kind and smile sincerely for others, 
you may bring them great happiness. Ever 
try that? Thanks and write again. 
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Dear Father: How are you today? Fine 
I hope. I am getting along fine. I know 
you'll be surprised to get this letter. I’m 
writing to tell you about our new school. 
It is very beautiful and comfortable. The 
Immaculate Conception is the name of our 
church and school. I would like very much 
if you could come for the blessing. 

I am going to school. I study very hard. 
I’m in the seventh grade. My teacher’s name 
is Sister Mary Edna. She‘is very good to 
me. I go to the Immaculate Conception 
School, LeBeau, La. Our Pastor’s name is 
Father Callaghan. He is very good to all the 
school children and tries to get all kinds of 
nice play things for us. I hope you come and 
visit us soon. May God bless you and all the 
good priests and students. Sincerely yours, 

Lucille Agnes Chambers, age 13 
Box 6 
Rosa, La, 

If ever I travel near your school I will try 
to pay it a visit. It is good that your church 
and school have such a wonderful name, Im- 
maculate Conception. You school children 
must have great devotion to the Blessed 
Mother. Do you say the rosary often for the 
peace of the world? Yes? Good! Your 
Pastor is good to you — then you must be 
thankful and nice to him. Don’t you think 
Baby Jesus was nice to those who were nice 
to Him? Yes! 


PEN-AND-INK CONTEST 


Hey, buddies, don’t forget the BIG CON- 
TEST. Try your hand at drawing a picture 
and send it to me, You may be the lucky 
winner and find out that you are an artist. 
You may have just the talent for it. Do your 
best — draw a masterpiece and send it on. 

The drawings which are judged to be good 
enough will be published in the “Children’s 
Corner” each month. Here are the lucky 
ones for this month: 


Drawn by Joan Mans, age 13 
56 Clifford Avenue, Rochester 5, N. Y. 


DAGWOOD AND BLONDIE 
Drawn by Katrina Ramsey, grade 7 
Our Lady of the Woods School 
Carthage 16, Ohio 


Drawn by Vernon Casimir, age 11 
Holy Family School, Mandeville, La. 


HERE ARE THE CONTEST RULES 

1. Your drawing must not be traced from 
another picture. 

2. It must be drawn with pen and ink on 
a piece of plain white paper or cardboard 
(unruled) with no writing on the back. 

3. Your name and address, age and grade 
must be written on a separate piece of paper 
and mailed in the same envelope with your 
drawing. 

For these swell drawings, Joan, Katrina 
and Vernon will each receive a Guardian 
Angel Medal, a booklet about Our Lady of 
Fatima, and a year’s free subscription to the 
MESSENGER. 

* 


* * 


ST. AUGUSTINE’S MESSENGER 


Keep smiling! Baby Jesus wants you 
to pray for PEACE in the world. 
Baby Jesus trusts you. Little Buddies, 
you are responsible. Remember, Baby 
Jesus has lots of time to listen to the 
prayers of simple little children. So, 
pray for the Missions. 

FATHER CHEER-UP 
The Seminary 
Bay Saint Louis, Miss. 


Help to Clothe and Feed the 
Needy 


When I attended the General Chapter of 
the Society of the Divine Word last Fall, I 
traveled a few weeks in Germany. The 
misery which I saw there cannot be con- 
ceived unless one has seen it for himself. 
Priests, Sisters and lay people asked me if 
I could obtain old clothing for them, or food 
of all kinds, especially fats, sugar, flour and 
meat. If readers have any articles to do- 
nate in Ged’s Name, articles such as clothing, 
suits, overcoats, dresses, cassocks for im- 
poverished priests, blankets, woolens, good 
shoes, etc., send these articles to me and I 
will forward them to needy people or priests. 

Very Rev. Joseph F. Eckert, S.V.D. 
St. Augustine’s Seminary 
Bay Saint Louis, Miss. 


REMEMBER OUR FRIENDS 


“It is therefore a holy and wholesome 
thought to pray for the dead...” 
+ (2 Mac. 12, 46) 


In your charity please pray for the repose 
of the souls of: 

Most Rev. James Hugh Ryan, Archbishop 
of Omaha, who died in Omaha, Nebraska, 
November 23, 1947; 

Rev. Narcisse J. Denis, S.S.J., who died 
in Galveston, Texas, November 23, 1947; 

Rev. Thomas C. Lilley, C.M., who died in 
New Orleans, La., November 30, 1947; 

Sister Mary Clare, who died in New Or- 
leans, La., October 21, 1947; 

Sister Mary Elisia, S.Sp.S., who died in 
Chile, November 4, 1947; 

Sister Mary Iruna, S.Sp.S., who died in 
Japan, November 4, 1947. 

May their souls, and the souls of all the 


faithful departed, through the mercy of God, 
rest in peace. Amen. 
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@ BOOKS 


RACE RIDDLES edited by Frank Riley; 
38 pages; price 10c; published by the 
Queen’s Work, 3115 South Grand Boule- 
vard, St. Louis 18, Mo. 

This pamphlet contains thorough answers 
to ten questions that are asked by people con- 
cerning the Negro. These answers ‘clearly 
bring to the fore the central problems behind 
race relations, hold up the false front, tell 
the cause of racial injustice and the further 
cause of this cause. Finally this pamphlet 
gives sound advice as to what not to think 
and do about the Negro problem, and points 
out the solution towards true Christian race 
relations. The whole pamphlet,. pocket-sized 
and very handy, is based on material furnished 
by the Catholic Interracial Council of Detroit. 


FACTS IN BLACK AND WHITE published 
by Friendship House, 4233 Indiana Avenue, 
Chicago 15, Ill.; 24 pages. 

This is a larger pamphlet treating the same 
subject as the one mentioned above. Written 
in the same question-and-answer form, there 
are 38 queries in this booklet. Starting with 
Racism, it touches on the social, economic and 
moral objections to true racial justice, giving 
a satisfactory answer in the case of each 
question. To the interested reader it offers a 
list of books calculated to help him learn the 
facts about the race problem. Both of these 
pamphlets could be very helpful to any human 
being striving to practice interracial justice. 


IS THIS TOMORROW published by the 
Catechetical Guild Educational Society, 
145 E. 5th St., St. Paul 1, Minn.; price 
toc each, $9.00 per roo copies. 

Written in the style of the popular comic 
books, “Is This Tomorrow” is a jolting 
eye-opener for people who have been too 
busy to heed the progress of Communism 
throughout this country of ours. “Is This 
Tomorrow” portrays the seizure of America 
by Communists. Instead of being comic it 
is seriously tragic to see and read what could 
happen to America. These same things have 
happened so often in so many other countries. 
The menace of Communism is exposed here 
for the purpose of making people think, to 
make them more alert to the danger. This 
booklet should be in the hands of every 
American. 


FEBRUARY is 
CATHOLIC PRESS MONTH 
Which Catholic papers and magazines do 
YOU read regularly? 


YOU DON'T NEED TO KNOW HIGHER MATHEMATICS 
TO FIGURE OUT THAT THROUGH OUR 


ANNUITY PLAN 


YOU CAN HELP US — 
YOU CAN HELP YOURSELF — 
YOU CAN HELP THE NEGRO MISSION 
CAUSE — 
Write to REV. FATHER DIRECTOR 
Annuity Plan 
Society of the Divine Word 
Bay Saint Louis, Miss. 
INVEST-igate our free booklet: 
“HOW TO INVEST" 


WOULD YOU LIKE TO SPEND YOUR LIFE FOR 


A GLORIOUS CAUSE? 
BECOME AN 


S.V.D. LAY BROTHER 


Our Brothers have the lifetime job of working in the service of God and 
neighbor. It is a life without material worry. It is a life of great spiritual 


opportunities. It is a happy earthly life that prepares for a most happy 
heavenly one. 


Write to the Rev. Father Novice Master at any of the following houses: 


St. Augustine’s Seminary St. Mary’s Mission House St. Michael’s Mission House 
Bay Saint Louis, Miss. Techny, Ill. Conesus, N. Y, 


STUDENT BURSES 


A Burse, or Scholarship, of $5,000 will take care of the education and training of one of 
our students for the priesthood. Won’t you help us complete one of the following incom- 
plete Burses? Any amount large or small will be appreciated. 


Immaculate Heart of Mary $3,322.15 
St. Matthias 844.50 
St. Jude 649.50 
St. Joseph 714.00 
St. Elizabeth 527.00 
Blessed Martin 689.86 
Sorrowful Mother 435.30 
Holy Ghost 327.20 
St. Martha 315.00 
St. Madeline Sophie Barat 152.50 


Send donations to 
REV. FATHER RECTOR 


St. Augustine’s Seminary 
Bay Saint Louis, Miss. 
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forever..." 
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WHAT ARE YOU GOING TO DO 


WITH YOUR LIFE? 
Can you offer your life to God 
as a Missionary PRIEST? 
Study at St. Augustine's Seminary, Bay Saint Louis, Miss. 


Write today for information. Address your letters to the 
Rev. Father Prefect, St. Augustine's Seminary, Bay Saint 
Louis, Miss. 


BOYS OF THE 5th, 6th and 7th Grades! 


Do You, Too, Wish to Become Priests ? 
Keep this holy resolution alive in your hearts by joining the 
FUTURE PRIEST CLUB 

It's easy to join. There are no dues. Just write to Rev. Fa- 
ther Director, The Future Priest Club, St. Augustine's Sem- 


inary, Bay Saint Louis, Miss. He will send you a membership 
card and the free club paper, "The Shepherd.” 
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CAN CHRIST COUNT ON YOU? 
Help the cause of His Church by joining the 


ONCE-A-MONTH CLUB 


Give a regular voluntary donation every month of the year 
for the upkeep of the Seminary which is preparing Negro 
youths for God's Priesthood. Such continuous aid does much 
for the progress of God's work on earth. 


REV. FATHER RECTOR 
St. Augustine’s Seminary 
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Throwing Bouquets 


Again in keeping with our policy 
of not saving all praise and flowers 
for funerals but handing out bou- 
quets while those who deserve them 
can still smell the fragrance of the 
flowers, this month we offer big 


bouquets of commendation and con- 
gratulation: 

To His Excellency, the Most 
Reverend Joseph E. Ritter, Arch- 
bishop of St. Louis, Mo., for his 
courageous stand against all opposi- 
tion in opening the Catholic elemen- 
tary and high schools of St. Louis to 
Negro pupils. 

To His Excellency, the Most 
Reverend Jules B. Jeanmard, Bish- 
op of Lafayette, La., for being the 
second member of the Catholic 
Hierarchy in the South officially to 
accept a colored seminarian to study 
for the diocesan priesthood. 

To the Cloistered Dominican 
Nuns of the Monastery of the In- 
fant Jesus, Lufkin, Texas, for ad- 
mitting their first colored postu- 
lant. : 
To the Board of Directors of 
Mercy Hospital, Gary, Ind., for 


removing racial restrictions and ad- 


mitting the city’s ten Negro physi- 
cians and surgeons to regular prac- 
tice in Mercy Hospital for the first 
time. 

To St. Catherine’s General Hos- 
pital of New York, N. Y., for ap- 
pointing Dr. Peter M. Murray, a 
Fellow of the American College of 
Surgeons, as the first Negro surgeon 
on its hospital staff. 

To the Daughters of Charity of 
Providence Hospital School of 
Nursing, Washington, D.C., for ad- 
mitting the first two Negro student- 
nurses. 

To the Deanery Council of the 
Confraternity of Christian Doctrine 
of Mobile, Ala., for extending an 
invitation to the Confraternity of- 
ficers of the Mobile colored parishes 
to attend and participate in the reg- 
ular monthly meetings of the 
Deanery Council. 

To the Louisville, Ky., High 
School Conference of the Catholic 
Students’ Mission Crusade for elect- 
ing Miss Anna Evans, of Catholic 
Colored High School, as recording 
secretary on its board of eight con- 
ference officers. 

49 


First Negro Priest 
For Ohio Diocese 


The Rev. Allen Matthew Simpson, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. W. B. Simpson, 
725 Grove Street, Ottumwa, Iowa, was 
ordained to the Priesthood on the second 
of February by the Most Rev. James 
A. McFadden, Bishop of Youngstown, 
Ohio, in St. Columba’s Cathedral at 
Youngstown. 

Father Simpson, who was born in 
Bear Creek, Iowa, received his elemen- 
tary education at Lovillia . Public 
School, Lovillia, Iowa. His high school 
training was obtained at St. Augustine’s 
Seminary, Bay Saint Louis, Miss. For 
his college course Father Simpson at- 
tended St. John’s University in College- 
ville, Minn., and Trinity College at 
Sioux City. Iowa. He holds the degree 
of Bachelor of Arts from Trinity Col- 
lege. Father made his _ theological 


studies at Conception Seminary, Con- 
ception, Mo., which is conducted by the 
Benedictine Fathers. 

The newly ordained priest offered his 
First Holy Mass on February 8th in 


Sacred Heart Church, Ottumwa, Iowa, 
where his parents now live. The Ottum- 
wa Fourth Degree Knights of Columbus 


REV. ALLEN M. SIMPSON 


formed a guard of honor during the 
solemn celebration of the Mass. Fa- 
ther Simpson holds the distinction of 
being Iowa’s first Negro to be elevated 
to the Catholic Priesthood. 


TOTS OF ST. MONICA’S PARISH, NEW ORLEANS, LA. 
The little ones are gathered before the church for their picture. On the right is the rectory 


of the Holy Ghost Fathers. 


The school (behind the church) has an enrollment of 458, and 


is staffed by > Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament 


The former Baptist Church which has now become 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church, Charlotte, N. C. 


FROM THIRTEEN TO NINETY-FIVE 


James D. Murpny, C.SS.R. 


@ Increasing number of Catholics 
@ In a North Carolina Community 


When the Redemptorist Fathers 
came to Charlotte, N. C., in 1940, 
there were by actual count 13 col- 
ored Catholics. Now, after the estab- 
lishment of Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help Mission, there are 95 Cath- 
olics out of some 40,000 Negroes 


in Charlotte. Some say that that is 
good for the South, but I don’t — 
not until there are at least 9,000 
colored Catholics in Charlotte. 

We have purchased a new build- 
ing, the former “Gospel Baptist 
Church.” -This newly acquired 
property is situated in a location 
easily accessible to members of our 
parish and to prospective converts. 
It is. on North McDowell St., about 
100 feet from the corner of East 
Trade Street, the main thoroughfare 
of the city. We moved in during 
February, and immediately started 
renovations to make it adapted for 


Catholic services. We expect great 
things from the new church on ac- 
count of its favorable location in the 
heart of town and in a large colored 
district. The property will be a 
fine asset in expanding our various 
parochial activities. The former 
Sunday School classrooms, which 
are located in the rear of the build- 
ing, are planned for instruction 
rooms, parish offices, and social 
gatherings. 

The people were just waiting for 
us to move in and take over. For, 
although we have only 95 Catholics 
at present, God has blessed our 
work. There are instruction classes 
every day. There’s never a dull 
day here, always something to do. 

Last year there were 14 baptisms, 
9 of them adults. In 1946 there 
were 26 baptisms, 12 of them 

(Continued on page 55) 
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HIS EXCELLENCY, BISHOP JULES B. 
administers Confirmation at Immaculate Conception Church, Verdunville, La. 


JEANMARD, D.D., OF LAFAYETTE, LA, 


THE LITTLE CHURCH BY THE BAYOU 


Arrutr C. Winters, S.V. D. 


Bayou Teche winds like a lazy 
snake through a great part of Cen- 
tral and Southern Louisiana. It 
passes by few big cities but many 
towns, large and small, as it flows 
slowly down toward the Atchafalaya 
River into which it empties. 

If you were at a certain point of 
the Teche Bayou on Sundays, near 
the very small village of Verdun- 
ville, you would see small skiffs 
filled wih little groups of colored 
Catholics dressed in their Sunday 
best — crossing the stream from 
one side to the other. They would 
be going to church, and to do this 
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@ By Boat to Church 


they have to cross the friendly and 
beautiful Teche. 

Verdunville was always thought 
to be quite a place by this writer, 
until he made the mistake of look- 
ing for it on a large wall map of 
Louisiana here at the Seminary. It 
was not to be found. . The electric 
light was put on and the search con- 
tinued. No Verdunville. The map 
was examined very closely, espe- 
cially the region where the town 
was supposed to be. And still no 
Verdunville. The help of a char- 
stable confrére was enlisted, and the 
scrutiny became more careful. yet. 


GIRLS AND (below) BOYS WHO WERE 
CONFIRMED 
and made their Solemn Communion at the 
“Little Church by the Bayou” 


Other little towns were found, like 
Centerville, Shadyside, etc., but no 
Verdunville; and what this writer 
first thought to be an oversight on 


his part, was finally admitted as a 
fact: Verdunville was not on that 
map. It was too small! 
Nevertheless, the aforementioned 
group of men, women and children 
crossing the Bayou would be head- 
ing for the little Church of the Im- 
maculate Conception in Verdunville. 
Here they would gather and await 
the coming of their pastor who lives 
at St. Jules’ Mission in Franklin, 
about six miles away. He is Father 
Jerome Haines,.S.V.D., who has 
been doing mission work among the 
colored people in this section of 
Lousiana for about four years. 
The Verdunville mission was be- 
gun in 1937 by the Right Rev. Jules 
J. Canon Rousseau, pastor of the 
Church of the Assumption in Frank- 
lin, La. The land on which he built 
the church was given as a donation 


by the “old Verdun families after 


whom the town is named. Mass 
was formerly celebrated on Satur- 
days. But since April 29, 1945, the 
scattered parishioners have had the 
privilege of Mass said on Sundays. 
To attend the church about two- 
thirds of the people must cross the 
Bayou Teche in small boats. 

At present, this little mission 
plant has a mission church..and a 
hall. Its’ Catholics number about 
two hundred and five adults and 
children. There are four lay cate- 
chists, who conduct catechism classes 
twice a week. There is no resident 
priest, there is no parish school, 
there are no devoted Sisters. But 
it is hoped that some day more mis- 
sionaries will come, bringing with 
them the means for greater progress. 
Then will the knowledge of God, 
and the things of Religion become a 
more intimate part of the lives of 
these people of the little Church by 
the Bayou. 


INTENTIONAL SECOND EXPOSURE 
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St. Elesbuan, Ethiopian King 


Leonarp Otrvier, S.V.D. 


and Hermit 


@ The story of a Colored Saint 
@ who exchanged an earthly crown for a heavenly one 


In a passage under the date of 
October 27th, the Roman Martyr- 
ology, the Church’s book of saints, 
reads: 

“In Ethiopia, the death of St. 
Elesbaan, the king, who, after over- 
coming Christ’s enemies, sent his 
royal diadems to Jerusalem in the 
time of the Emperor Justin, and 
after pursuing a monastic life, as he 
had vowed, found rest in the Lord.” 

St. Elesbaan, sometimes called 
Caleb, son of Tazena and grandson 
of Al Almed, was born in the sixth 
century. Of his boyhood we know 
nothing. But we do know that he 
became King of Ethiopia. It was 
during his reign that the people sub- 
ject to him in the province of Him- 
yar, across the Red Sea, rose in re- 
volt against the authority of the 
Aksumite Ethiopians. This rebel- 
lion of the Himyarites was led by an 
infidel named Dunaan. Dunaan, 
who persecuted the followers of 
Christ, succeeded in overcoming two 
strongholds of Christianity, the 
Himyarite cities of Safar and Ne- 
gran in Arabia. 

In the year 523, St. Arethas, the 
aged governor of Negran, and 340 
leading citizens were beheaded, 
while Dunaan ordered over four 
thousand other Christians of the 
city to be burned. 

Spurred on by these conquests, 
Dunaan’s forces massacred the 
Ethiopian garrisons. Next they put 
to death with pitiless cruelty all 
Christian inhabitants who refused to 
renounce Christ. Even priests and 
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“His life as a, hermit was spent in the 
exercise of prayer” 


religious were not spared but were 
thown alive into pits of burning oil. 
Mothers and their children had to 
answer for their Faith with relent- 
less torture. Not satisfied with the 
death of about five thousand per- 
sons, Dunaan and his terrible forces 
either destroyed the Catholic 
churches: or turned them _ into 
temples of false worship. 

The cruelties of these murderers 
did not go unpunished, nor did the 
slaughter of so many Catholics go 
unavenged. Shortly after these out- 
rages were committed, the news of 
this disaster reached the Christian 
rulers. They, in turn, urged Eles- 
baan to take immediate action. The 
Emperor Justin of Rome at once 
wrote urgent letters to Elesbaan 
urging him to avenge the blood of 


the martyrs, and to put a stop to 
persecution in Arabia. Elesbaan, in 
just anger, assembled a large mili- 
tary force and set out to avenge the 
slaughtered Christians and to re- 
cover his royal power in Himyar. 
Dunaan had not foreseen Elesbaan’s 
great military power. He was con- 
sequently overcome and slain, and 
the insurrection was put down. 
After having restored the captured 
cities and appointed a new viceroy, 
Elesbaan, then, with his own hands, 
dug for seven days the foundations 
for a magnificent church at Negran. 
This church, when completed, was 
dedicated in memory of the 5,000 
martyrs who, with St. Arethas, had 
received there the palm of martyr- 
dom. 

Time proved to the king the 
emptiness of merely temporal glory, 
and he no longer found much joy 
in his royal crown. So, after an un- 
successful campaign against Abreha, 
the rebellious governor of Yemen, 
Elesbaan, in 540, obeying the 
promptings of his upright con- 
science, resigned the throne in favor 
of his son, Gabra Maskal. He re- 
solved to lead the austere life of a 
hermit and to do penance for his 
own sins and the sins of others. 
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under the care of the Vincentian Fathers. 

The school, with an enrollment of 90, is 
staffed by four Daughters of Charity 


But before retiring to a cave near 
Aksum, Elesbaan gave his golden 
crown, set with jewels, to be hung 
in the Church of the Holy Sepul- 
cher in Jerusalem. Now that he had 
stripped himself of all royal trap- 
pings, Elesbaan, retired to a mon- 
astery in the mountains. There he 
was given a cave whose only fur- 
nishings were a rush mat for his 
couch, a bowl containing water, and 
a basket. His life as a hermit was 
spent in the exercise of prayer and 
penance and striving to win the im- 
mortal crown of eternal glory. He 
lived on dry biscuits, without oil or 
wine, and until his death did not 
speak to a lay person. In the year 
555 he died and was buried in Beth- 
Panteleon. The cell in which he 
spent his last years and died, is still . 
shown by the monks of the mon- 
astery to this day. 


The Roman Martyrology com- 
memorates the feast day of St. 
Elesbaan on October 27. 
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FROM THIRTEEN TO 
NINETY-FIVE 
(Continued from page 51) 

adults. A great deal has been done 
to break down prejudice, and give 
the lie to the many silly notions 
about our Religion. And as our 
Religion becomes better known, 
more and more people will be com- 
ing in for instructions, please God. 


The work is slow and laborious, 
with disappointments and consola- 
tions. But then, the grace of God 
works silently and without fanfare. 
It is enough to say that the work 
goes on. And we, Father Timothy 
Sullivan, C.SS.R., the pastor, and 
I, are on the job, doing whatever the 
good God gives us to do. 


INTENTIONAL SECOND EXPOSURE 


Lronarp Onivier, S.V.D. 


St. Elesbaan, Ethiopian King and Hermit 


® The story of a Colored Saint 
@ who exchanged an earthly crown for a heavenly one 


In a passage under the date of 
October 27th, the Roman Martyr- 
ology, the Church’s book of saints 
reads: 

“In Ethiopia, the death of St. 
Elesbaan, the king, who, after over- 
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coming Christ’s enemies, sent his 
royal diadems to Jerusalem in the 
time of the Emperor Justin, and 
after pursuing a monastic life, as he 
had vowed, found rest in the Lord.” 

St. Elesbaan, sometimes called 
Caleb, son of Tazena and grandson 
of Al Almed, was born in the sixth 
century. Of his boyhood we know 
nothing. But we do know that he 
became King of Ethiopia. It was 
during his reign that the people sub- 
ject to him in the province of Him- 
yar, across the Red Sea, rose in re- 
volt against the authority of the 
Aksumite Ethiopians. This rebel- 
lion of the Himyarites was led by an 
infidel named Dunaan.  Dunaan, 
who persecuted the followers of 
Christ, succeeded in overcoming two 
strongholds of Christianity, the 
Himyarite cities of Safar and Ne- 
gran in Arabia. 

In the year 5 St. Arethas, the 
aged governor of Negran, and 340 
leading citizens beheaded, 
while Dunaan ordered over four 
thousand Christians of the 
city to be burned. 

Spurred on by 


were 
other 
these conquests, 
massacred the 

Next they put 
to death with pitiless cruelty all 
Christian inhabitants who refused to 
renounce Christ. 


Dunaan’s — forces 


Ethiopian garrisons. 


Even priests and 
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“His life as a hermit was spent in the 
exercise of prayer” 


religious were not spared but were 
thown alive into pits of burning oil. 
Mothers and their children had to 
answer for their Faith with relent- 
Jess torture. Not satisfied with the 
death of about five thousand per- 
sons, Dunaan and his terrible forces 
either destroyed the Catholic 
churches or turned them into 
temples of false worship. 

The cruelties of these murderers 
did not go unpunished, nor did the 
slaughter of so many Catholics go 
unavenged. Shortly after these out- 
rages were committed, the news of 
this disaster reached the Christian 
rulers. ‘They, in turn, urged Eles- 
baan to take immediate action. The 
Emperor Justin of Rome at once 
wrote urgent letters to Elesbaan 
urging him to avenge the blood of 
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the martyrs, and to put a stop to 
persecution in Arabia. Elesbaan, in 
just anger, assembled a large mili 
tary force and set out to avenge the 
slaughtered Christians and to re- 
cover his royal power in Himyar. 
Dunaan had not foreseen Elesbaan’s 
great military power. He was con- 
sequently overcome and slain, and 
the insurrection was put down. 
After having restored the captured 
cities and appointed a new viceroy, 
Klesbaan, then, with his own hands, 
dug for seven days the foundations 
for a magnificent church at Negran. 
This church, when completed, was 
dedicated in memory of the 5,000 
martyrs who, with St. Arethas, had 
received there the palm of martyr- 
dom. 


Time proved to the king the 
emptiness of merely temporal glory, 
and he no longer found much joy 
in his royal crown. So, after an un- 
successful campaign against Abreha, 
the rebellious governor of Yemen, 
Elesbaan, in 540, obeying the 
promptings of his upright con 
science, resigned the throne in favor 
of his son, Gabra Maskal. He re- 
solved to lead the austere life of a 
hermit and to do penance for his 
own sins and the sins of others. 


ST. MARY’S MISSION, GREENSBORO, N. C., 

under the care of the Vincentian Fathers. 

The school, with an enrollment of 90, is 
staffed by four Daughters of Charity 


But before retiring to a cave near 
\ksum, Elesbaan gave his golden 
crown, set with jewels, to be hung 
in the Church of the Holy Sepul 
cher in Jerusalem. Now that he had 
stripped himself of all royal trap 
pings, Elesbaan, retired to a mon 
astery in the mountains. There he 
was given a cave whose only fur 
nishings were a rush mat for his 
couch, a bow] containing water, and 
a basket. His life as a hermit was 
spent in the exercise of prayer and 
penance and striving to win the im 
mortal crown of eternal glory. He 
lived on dry biscuits, without oil or 
wine, and until his death did not 
speak to a lay person. In the year 
555 he died and was buried in Beth 
Panteleon. The cell in which he 
spent his last years and died, is still 
shown by the monks of the mon 
astery to this day. 

The Roman Martyrology com 
memorates the feast day of St. 
Elesbaan on October 27. 
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to break down prejudice, and give 


\ great deal has been done 


the lie to the many. silly notions 
about our Religion. And as ow 
Religion becomes better known, 
more and more people will be com 
ing in for instructions, please God. 


The work is slow and laborious, 
with disappointments and consola 
tions. But then, the grace of God 
works silently and without fanfare. 
It is enough to say that the work 
goes on. And we, lather Timothy 
Sullivan, C.SS.R., the pastor, and 
i, are on the job, doing whatever the 


good God gives us to do. 


ARE YOU SHARING YOUR FAITH? 


@ CMOA tells you how 


Kay Harpy 


When was the last time you men- 
tioned Christ in your conversation? 
‘Or invited a non-Catholic friend to 
go to Mass with you? And did you 
just laugh when he asked if Cath- 
olics really paid for Confession — 
or did you jump at the chance to 
tell him about the grace and peace 
we receive “for free” from the Sac- 
rament of Penance? 

Our missionary priests and nuns 
work so hard to bring the truths of 
our Faith to everyone they can con- 
tact! But who will tell the lady on 
the bus or the man who works next 
to us, about Christ... unless we, 
too, become missioners by taking ad- 
vantage of our daily opportunities 
to spread knowledge of Him who 
redeemed us? Why, just one 
pamphlet left on a street car may 
plant the seed that could change 
another person’s life! It has hap- 
pened! And in the same way one 
or two phrases in conversation with 
our fellow-workers can be the peb- 
ble that starts a landslide of in- 
terest in Catholicism! 

We have the previous gift of 
Faith, and an obligation to share 
it... especially in these days when 
Christ’s enemies are working harder 
than His friends. It’s really only 
a matter of becoming convert- 
minded, and learning to recognize 
the many opportunities God gives 
each of us to speak of Him and His 
work. Negro Catholics are com- 
paratively few — but the responsi- 
bility is therefore not less, but 
greater. Each one must know and 
spread the truths of our Faith. 

How can you begin? One of the 
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most practical ways is to join the 
Convert Makers of America, which 
is a missionary organization of lay 
Catholics, working right here in the 
United States, to bring knowledge 
of Christ and His Church to those 
who never have the opportunity or 
will not listen to a priest. 

CMOA (Convert Makers of 
America) has a definite plan for 
your conversion activity...it has 
available factual information, ma- 
terial and encouragement, and it will 
assign you to a priest-advisor to 
whom you write a weekly letter ask- 
ing for advice and reporting your 
progress or lack of it! There are 
no dues and no big meetings. . . each 
member is an individual convert- 
maker whose link with the organiza- 
tion is the weekly contact with his 
advisor. 

Besides sharing in all the prayers 
of the hundreds of members, there 
are many other helps that come to 
you all free of charge... weekly 
bulletins ‘carrying inspiring letters 
from other CMOAers.... _Up-to- 
date tips on conversion procedure 
from the founder, Father John E. 
Odou, S.J.... Surveys on convert- 
making activities...news of the 
three official projects of CMOA, one 
of which you should try to further 
in your own neighborhood. 

These projects are the Informa- 
tion Talks, Information Racks, and 
Information Centers. The Talks 
are small groups of non-Catholic 
friends — the meetings held in 
private homes, sometimes with a 
priest present. A lay Catholic, pref- 
ably a convert, gives a short talk on 
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some point of doctrine, and the 
priest answers any questions the 
non-Catholics wish to ask. Why 
couldn’t you do this in your home 
— or a friend’s home? 

There has been so much enthusi- 
asm over the Information Racks 
that you may find you would rather 
work on that particular project. 
Here’s what CMOAers have been 
doing in their spare moments after 
long hours spent on their jobs: ar- 
ranging displays of racks containing 
free literature on the Catholic Faith, 
in bus stations and hotel lobbies. . . 
even in beauty parlors! ... keeping 
the racks filled constantly . .. con- 
tacting managers of public places 
for permission to put up new racks. 
Why not look around your station 
waiting-room next time you go in, 
and mentally choose a good spot for 
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a CMOA rack? Then you'll have 
a definite place in mind when you 
ask the man in charge if it’d be all 
right with him to put a rack up on 
the wall! Racks and pamphlets are 
available through CMOA. 

The Information Centers are 
larger projects, but can start on a 
small scale . .. maybe only one room 
of a store! These centers receive 
material and supplies at lowest cost 
and the CMOA~ers in charge of the 
department are always ready with 
advice to members on the best meth- 
ods of operation. Perhaps you can 
get the Sodality societies or Holy 
Name branch in your Parish to start 
such a Center ... for they can pro- 
vide men and women to take turns 
giving out the pamphlets and an- 
swering questions during the hours 
the Center is open. (Cont. on p. 72) 


BOY SCOUTS, CATHOLIC AND NON-CATHOLIC, HOLD A PARTY, 
at Our Lady of Victory Mission, Detroit, Ill, sponsored by Father Hubert Roberge, pastor, 
and Mr. James Gibson, an outstanding Catholic layman ? 
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INTENTIONAL SECOND EXPOSURE 


Kay Harpy 


When was the last time you men- 
tioned Christ in your conversation? 
Or invited a non-Catholic friend to 
go to Mass with your And did you 
just laugh when he asked if Cath- 
olics really paid for Confession — 
or did you jump at the chance to 
tell him about the grace and peace 
we free” from the Sac- 


receive “for 


rament of Penance? 

Our missionary priests and nuns 
work so hard to bring the truths of 
our Faith to everyone they can con 
tact! But who will tell the lady on 
the bus or the man who works next 
to us, about Christ... unless we, 
too, become missioners by taking ad 
vantage of our daily opportunities 
to spread knowledge of Him who 
redeemed us? Why, just 
pamphlet left on a street car may 
plant the seed that could change 
It has hap- 
one 
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America) has a definite plan for 
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of the hundreds of mem there 
are many other helps that come to 
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from other CMOAers.... Up-to 
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three official projects of CMOA, one 
of which you should try to further 
in your own neighbor hood. 

These projects are the Informa- 
tion Talks, Information Racks, and 
Information Centers. The Talks 
are small groups of non-Catholic 
friends — the meetings held in 
private homes, sometimes with a 
priest present. A lay Catholic, pref- 
ably a convert, gives a short talk on 
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some point of doctrine, and the 
priest answers any questions the 
non-Catholics wish to ask. Why 
couldn’t you do this in your home 
— or a friend’s home? 

There has been so much enthusi- 
asm over the Information Racks 
that you may find you would rather 
work on that particular project. 
Here’s. what CMOAers have been 
doing in their spare moments after 
long hours spent on their jobs: ar- 
ranging displays of racks containing 
free literature on the Catholic Faith, 
in bus stations and hotel lobbies. . . 
even in beauty parlors! ... keeping 
the racks filled constantly . .. con- 
tacting managers of public places 
for permission to put up new racks. 
Why not look around your station 
waiting-room next time you go in, 
and mentally choose a good spot for 
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a CMOA rack? Then you'll have 
a definite place in mind when you 
ask the man in charge if it'd be all 
right with him to put a rack up on 
the wall! Racks and pamphlets are 
available through CMOA. 

The Information Centers are 
larger projects, but can start on a 
small scale... maybe only one room 
of a store 
material and supplies at lowest cost 
and the CMOAers in charge of the 
department are always ready with 
advice to members on the best meth 
ods of operation. Perhaps you can 
get the Sodality societies or Holy 
Name branch in your Parish to start 
such a Center ... for they can pro 
vide men and women to take turns 
giving out the pamphlets and an- 
swering questions during the hours 
the Center is open. (Cont. on p. 72) 


These centers receive 


BOY SCOUTS, CATHOLIC AND NON-CATHOLIC, HOLD A PARTY, 
at Our Lady of Victory Mission, Detroit, Ill, sponsored by Father Hubert Roberge, pastor, 
and Mr. James Gibson, an outstanding Catholic layman 


St. Joseph’s, Wilmington, Delaware 


The Work in Wilmington 


St. Joseph’s Parish in Wilmington, 
Delaware, attends to the spiritual needs 
of about five hundred colored Catholics. 
The school has an enrollment of 130 
grade school pupils taught by four 
Franciscan Sisters of Glen Riddle, Pa. 

A few years ago the church was de- 
stroyed by fire, and since then a large 
classroom in the school has been made 
into a temporary chapel. A new and 
more spacious church is now being 


erected, and will probably be ready for 
use by September. 

The pride and joy of St. Joseph’s 
pastor, Father Michael O’Neil, S.S.J., 
is his Legion of Mary, the members of 
which are shown in the picture below. 
There are six active and 26 auxiliary 
members working hand in hand for the 
spiritual benefit of the parish. Due to 
their unremitting zeal, many lax par- 
ishioners have become faithful once 
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again to their religious duties, and the 
supervision of Catholic children attend- 
ing public schools has brought satis- 
factory results. 

Sitting opposite to Father O'Neil in 
the picture is Rev. George Wilson, 
S.V.D., the first graduate of St. 
Joseph’s School to be ordained to the 


Priesthood. 
& 


PALM SUNDAY 
ARTHUR C, WINTERS, S.V.D. 


The holy city exults today, 

And hopeful people run 

The cobbled streets, the entrance way, 
Answering questions flung from windows, 
Beneath the gleaming sun. 

One tense look burns on every face: 
Come, let us meet this King of grace! 


A colt, unridden to this day, 

Plods his surprising honored way; 

And palms torn from Judea’s trees, 
Plucked from the wayside orchard, 

Are waved; and blossoms strew the path, 
God seems to smile. He has no wrath. 
Sheathed is His anger’s awful sword. 
And blessed is this Prophet 

Who comes in the Name of the Lord. 


Into the city! Into the city! 

The Master and the singing throng. 
Son of David, Lord, have pity 

As You ride along. 

Let but one short prayer of mercy 
Cleave the overwhelming song. 


Into the temple, God’s own place, 

Still stone upon a stone; 

Let these bright walls behold Your Face, 
Confessing You their own. 


Catch up the song the children sing: 
“Hosanna to the King!” 

Master, the temple is Yours; 

The holy city is Yours; 

This holy people is Yours; 

And royal banners wait but to be unfurled! 


As once to Pilate He will say — 
So, now, — 
“My kingdom is not of this world!” 
And He withdrew to Bethany. 
ok * * 
Into the temple of your soul, 
Into the chambers of your heart, 
The Master, Prophet, King, 
Comes, never to depart. 


His holy uncreated light 

Rebukes the shadows of your night, 
And echoes of despair 

Are changed to soothing prayer. 


In the small corners of your breast 
Will He find rest? Will He find rest? 
And like a Pilot at a helm, 

Reign in your soul, His only realm? 

I know, — I know one happy thing, — 
Not of earth’s gold His chamber room, 
But in your heart He shall be King! 
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ARTHUR C. WINTERS, S.V.D. 


The beauty of the Angels, 

The glory of the morn, 

Could not attract and hold a soul 
So anxious and forlorn. 


A soul absorbed in Him could not 
Vain vanity afford. 

She sought the Lord of Angels 
Not the Angels of the Lord. 


Love was the bitter seeker, 

And love the wailing cry, 

Love was the poignant tear that rose 
Out of the questing eye. 


Love was the hidden answer; — 
— No gardener was This! — 

A single salutation — “Mary!” 
Sounded her deepest bliss. 
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St. Joseph’s, Wilmington, Delaware 


The Work in Wilmington 


St. Joseph’s Parish in Wilmington, 
Delaware. attends to the spiritual needs 
of about five hundred colored Catholics. 
The school has an enrollment of 130 
grade school pupils taught by four 
Franciscan Sisters of Glen Riddle, Pa. 

\ few years ago the church was de- 
stroved by fire, and since then a large 
classroom in the school has been made 
into a temporary chapel. .\ new and 
more spacious church is now being 
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erected, and will probably be ready for 
use by September. 

The pride and joy of St. Joseph's 
pastor, Father Michael O'Neil, S.S.J., 
is his Legion of Mary, the members of 
which are shown in the picture below. 
There are six active and 26 auxiliary 
members working hand in hand for the 
spiritual benefit of the parish. Due to 
their unremitting zeal, many lax par- 
ishioners have become faithful once 
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again to their religious duties, and the 
supervision of Catholic children attend- 
ing public schools has brought  satis- 
factory results. 

Sitting opposite to Father O'Neil in 


the picture is Rev. George Wilson, 
S.V.D., the first graduate of St 
Joseph’s School to be ordained to the 
Priesthood. 
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PALM SUNDAY 


ARTHUR C. WINTERS, S.V.D. 


The holy city exults today, 

And hopeful people run 

The cobbled streets, the entrance way, 
Answering questions flung from windows, 
Beneath the gleaming sun. 

One tense look burns on every face: 
Come, let us meet this King of grace! 


A colt, unridden to this day, 

Plods his surprising honored way; 

And palms torn from Judea’s trees, 
Plucked from the wayside orchard, 

Are waved; and blossoms strew the path. 
God seems to smile. He has no wrath. 
Sheathed is His anger’s awful sword. 
And blessed is this Prophet 

Who comes in the Name of the Lord. 


Into the city! Into the city! 

The Master and the singing throng. 
Son of David, Lord, have pity 

As You ride along. 

Let but one short prayer of mercy 
Cleave the overwhelming song. 


Into the temple, God’s own place, 

Still stone upon a stone; 

Let these bright walls behold Your Face, 
Confessing You their own. 


Catch up the song the children sing: 
“Hosanna to the King!” 

Master, the temple is Yours; 

The holy city is Yours; 

This holy people is Yours; 

And royal banners wait but to be unfurled! 


As once to Pilate He will say — 

So, now, — 

“My kingdom is not of this world!” 
And He withdrew to Bethany. 


Into the temple of your soul, 
Into the chambers of your heart, 
The Master, Prophet, King, 
Comes, never to depart. 
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His holy uncreated light 

Rebukes the shadows of your night, 
And echoes of despair 

Are changed to soothing prayer. 


In the small corners of your breast 
Will He find rest? Will He find rest? 
And like a Pilot at a helm, 

Reign in your soul, His only realm? 

I know, — I know one happy thing, — 
Not of earth’s gold His chamber room, 
But in your heart He shall be King! 


MAGDALEN AT THE TOMB 


ARTHUR C. WINTERS, S.V.D. 


The beauty of the Angels, 

The glory of the morn, 

Could not attract and hold a soul 
So anxious and forlorn. 


A soul absorbed in Him could not 
Vain vanity afford. 

She sought the Lord of Angels 
Not the Angels of the Lord. 


Love was the bitter seeker, 

And love the wailing cry, 

Love was the poignant tear that rose 
Out of the questing eye. 


Love was the hidden answer; — 
— No gardener was This! — 

A single salutation — “Mary!” 
Sounded her deepest bliss. 
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Greetings, friends! Station S. A. S. 
is still on the air to give you in brief 
a few highlights concerning the happen- 
ings around Saint Augustine’s. Time 
and events are rapidly fading into the 
background of yesterday, but today 
while there’s time let us review a few 
events. 


“Doctor Lucifer’s Lodge” 


Thrills and chills were combined 
in the students’ dramatic and superb 
presentation of “Doctor Lucifer’s 
Lodge.” Perched high in the Black 
Hills, enshrouded in a stormy winter 
evening, the Doctor’s mysterious lodge 
proved a good setting for this drama 
described on the program as “ a comedy 
of mystery and adventure in three acts.” 
With their memories on the qui vive 
and their dialogue whetted on the grind- 
stone of numerous rehearsals the actors 
kept the audience pinned to their seats 
during the entire performance — (to be 
excepted are some of the freshmen who 
sat on the edge of their seats in readi- 
ness for a quick get-away should any 
of ‘Doc’ Lucifer’s werewolves break 
their bonds). William Oliver enacted the 
part of Doctor Lucifer, with Roland 


Clarke, Everett Williams, Joseph Angle, 
Fisher Robinson, James Perry, Charles 
Brisco, Thomas Hadden, Wilbert Le- 
Melle and Albert Henry completing the 


roster of actors. 
up to the advance publicity. 
sequentes! 


The play really lived 
Vivant 


Conducted by the Sy 
for the training of 


Priesthood 


Distinguished Visitor 

Rev. Vincent Warren, §.5.J., 
pastor of Mother of Mercy Mission. 
Mobile, Ala., briefly visited the Semi- 
nary recently together with Mother St. 
John, O.S.F., Superior General of the 
Franciscan Sisters of Millhill, England. 
Mother St. John accompanied by Moth- 
er Bonaventure and Mother Bernadet- 
te, the Provincial of the American 
Province of the Franciscan Sisters, was 
in Mobile making plans for the estab- 
lishment of a new colored mission 
school. We wish the Superior Gen- 
eral and her Sisters success in their 
undertaking. 


Flower Beds 


Former scenic spots in our park 
made bare by the September hurricane 
are once more lending their picturesque 
charm — but, in a new dress. After 
much removing of debris, plowing, 
weeding, and fertilizing, Brother Peter 
and Brother Francis under the super- 
vision of Father Christian Baker, have 


HE MOST REVEREND ADOLPH NOSER, S.V.D., BISHOP OF ACCRA, WEST AFRICA, 

with Seminarians he ordained. From left to right: Frater Mark Figaro, S.V. D., of Lafayette, 

La., who received the Orders of Exorcist and Acolyte; Frater Joseph Francis, S.V.D., of 

Lafayette, who received the Tonsure; Bishop Noser; Frater Carlos Lewis, S.V.D., of LaBoca, 

Panama Canal Zone, and Frater Curtis Washington, S.V.D., of Miami, Fla., both of whom 
received the Orders of Exorcist and Acolyte 


successfully planted a beautiful bed of 
camellias — hedged in by a variety of 
azaleas — on a site where large, proud 
oaks once swayed majestically in the 
Bay breezes. Other similar beds will 
soon be making their debut also. 


“That We Might Live —” 

Not long ago our campus was 
filled with loud shrieks from the neigh- 
borhood of Brother Ignatius’ pigsty. 
Just before the morning classes began 
the first wild shrieks were perceived. 
Classes started and were well on their 
way when similar noises, finding their 
way into the classrooms, conflicted with 
the voices of lecturing professors. As 
the shrieks persisted a professor, who 
was lecturing on a profound thesis in 
epistemology, with grave mien and head 


nodding toward the pigsty solemnly 
spoke the following words to a class 


distracted in smiling wonderment: 
“They are dying — that we might live!” 
Mid-term Exams End Semester _ 


The last two weeks of January 


were brain-racking weeks for the 


Fraters and students, due to the fact 
that mid-term exams had gotten the 
upper hand and for two weeks in the 
Fraters’ building and a few days in the 
students’ building they were the subject 
of grave consideration. However, 
February found all under control again 
and the second semester of this scholas- 
tic year gained prominence. 


Fraters Distribute Narberth 
Pamphlets 


The Saint Peter Claver Mission 
Club, the Fraters’ unit of the C.S.M.C., 
has added to its activities the task of 
sending to the $.V. D. Fathers in our 
Southern Missions pamphlets based on 
the Narberth Plan. The aim of these 
pamphlets is to enlighten and instruct 
non-Catholics in the truths of our holy 
Faith and to help Catholics cling with 
greater tenacity to their exalted Cath- 
olic ideals. 


Missionaries Visit the Seminary 


Two of our missionaries from Lou- 
isiana passed through the Bay on brief 
visits. They were the Rev. Jerome 
Haines, §.V.D., pastor of St. Jules’ 
Mission in Franklin, La., and the Rev. 
Arthur Haines, $.V.D., temporary 
pastor in Our Lady of the Rosary 
Parish, Jeanerette, La. They were ac- 
companied by one of their brothers, 
Mr. Haines of La Crosse Wis., who 
was visiting the Seminary grounds for 
the first time. 


A GROUP OF MISSIONARIES WHO RECENTLY LEFT FOR THE GOLD COAST, 
BRITISH WEST AFRICA 
From left to right, Rev. Michael Carew, S.V.D.; Brother Damian Bockman, S.V.D.; Rev. 
George Wilson, S.V.D., Brother Conrad Williams, S.V.D.; Rev. Charles Schneider, S.V.D.; 
Rev. John Harpel, S.V.D.; Brother Michael Miller, S.V.D. Father Wilson and Dauphiné 
and Brothers Conrad and Michael went by plane and arrived in a few days. The other 
missionaries went by boat and had a journey of several weeks 
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Classes started and were well on the 
way when similar noises, finding their 
way into the classrooms, conflicted with 
the voices of lecturing professors. As 
the shrieks persisted a professor, who 
was lecturing on a profound thesis in 
epistemology, with grave mien and head 
nodding toward the pigsty solemnly 
spoke the following words to a class 
distracted in smiling wonderment: 
“They are dying — that we might live!” 


Mid-term Exams End Semester 
The last two weeks of January 
were brain-racking weeks for the 


Fraters and students, due to the fact 
that mid-term exams had gotten the 
upper hand and for two weeks in the 
Fraters’ building and a few days in the 
students’ building they were the subject 
of grave consideration However 
February found all under control again 
and the second semester of this scholas 
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it the Seminary 

Two of our missionaries from Lou- 
isiana passed through the Bay on brief 
visits. They were the Rev. Jerome 
Haines, S.V.D., pastor of St. Jules’ 
Mission in Franklin, La., and the Rev. 
Arthur Haines, S.V.D.. temporary 
pastor in Our Lady of the Rosary 
Parish, Jeanerette, La. They were ac 
companied by one of their brothers, 
Mr. Haines of La Crosse Wis., who 
was visiting the Seminary grounds for 
the first time. 
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From left to right, Rev. Michael Carew, S.V.D.; Brother Damian Bockman, S.V.D.; Rev. 
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St. John Joseph of the Cross 

It was on the Feast of the As- 
sumption in the year 1654 on an island 
called Ischia, near Naples that a child 
destined to embrace “greater things” 
was born. His family name was Carlo 
Gaetano. Later in life be became a 
religious and received the name of John 
Joseph of the Cross. As a priest and 
religious, he was outstanding because of 
his sigular piety and amiable disposi- 
tion. Moreover, he was endowed with 
other supernatural gifts as ecstasies, 
levitation and heavenly visions. After 


a life of sanctity, St. John Joseph of 
the Cross died on March 1,.1734. Let 
us ask this saint to help us to live in 
continual imitation of the life of Jesus 
Christ. 


March 7 — St. Paul, Hermit 
Perseverance is a noble quality. 
It is a great quality, for it enables its 
possessor to continue in the pursuit of 
an attainable good no matter how many 
and how great the obstacles may be 
that confront him. Perseverance is 
exemplified in the life of St. Paul, sur- 
named “the Simple.” At the age of 60, 
he applied for admission into the com- 
pany of the Fathers of the Desert. He 
was rejected by St. Anthony who was 
the superior of the Fathers. St. Paul 
did not turn away in despair; but 
waited patiently outside the door in 
prayer and fasting. Once again St. 
Anthony found him outside the door 
and commanded him to return to the 
world. Paul would not leave. St. 
Anthony was astonished at the determi- 
nation of the aged man. He admitted 
him to enter the ranks of the Fathers 
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of the Desert. There in the desert, St. 


Paul lived a holy, penitential life and 
died a happy death. When difficulties 
arise in our path, when seemingly in- 
surmountable obstacles confront us, let 
us ask St. Paul to give us some of that 
perseverance which he possessed. 


March 12 — St. Gregory 

St. Gregory I, called the Great, 
was one of the most illustrious of the 
Popes. For fourteen years his pontifi- 
cate was a model of ecclesiastical rule. 
He revived discipline. He aided in the 
conversion of the Spanish and French 
Goths and kindled anew in Britain the 
light of the Faith. He set in order the 
prayers and chant of the Church. The 
Church considers him as one of her 
four great Doctors. On March 12, 604 
St. Gregory died. Let us ask this 
Saint to give us a true love and appre- 
ciation for the sacred chant of Holy 
Mother Church. 


March 27 — St. John Damascene 
St. John of Damascus. suffered 
much from the Greek Emperors of 
Constantinople because he upheld the 
teachings of the Church in regard to 
the religious honor given to pictures 
and statues of the saints. His many 
writings, his knowledge, piety, and elo- 
quence caused him to be compared by 
the Second Council of Nicea to a “river 
of gold.” He was the last Byzantine 
to contribute anything to the formation 
of the Catholic theological structure. 
By his love of truth and by his fear- 
less preaching of the Word of God, 
he became a light to illumine darkness 
of those separated from the Apostolic 
communion. He died in 754. j 


~ EQUALITY -- A FACT. 


Wit C. 


What is meant by the doctrine of 
human equality is likely to be mis- 
understood or misrepresented. Thus, 
Mr. Westbrook Pegler, in the New 
York Journal-American for Octo- 
ber 23rd, writes, “Offhand I can 
think of no more hypocritical fraud 
on the people of the United States 
than the self-inflicted doctrine of 
equality among and between man- 
kind.- Not one person in a million 
believes in this. Even those few 
who do so believe qualify their at- 
titude with elaborate explanatory 
notes.... However, it does not fol- 
low that even these subscribers be- 
lieve in universal equality of per- 
sons, the dirty and the clean, the 
lazy and the diligent, and so forth.” 

Essentially cynical, even impu- 
dent, as this remark is, we may dis- 
regard the motive which prompted it 
and proceed to set the record 
straight. 


In the first place, the principle of 
human equality has nothing to do 
with whether a man is clean or dirty, 
brave or cowardly, educated or ig- 
norant. It goes deeper than that. 
Human equality is a truth whose 
origin is in nature — decreed by 
nature’s God. Our forefathers 
knew this. ‘“AIl men are created 
equal,” they wrote in the Declara- 
tion of Independence — equal in 
their souls — equal in the kind of 
life which is theirs as men — equal 
in that which makes them all mem- 
bers of the human family — wher- 
ever they may be, whatever they 
may be by race, religion, or color. 
The samé rational soul, the same 
life which is common to man, and 
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only to man, is the equal possession 
of all — white and colored, Cath- 
olic and Protestant, Jew and Gentile, 
rich and poor, educated and igno- 
rant, virtuous and wicked, clean and 
dirty. 

In the second place, human 
equality means that men are so 
made that they possess rights — and 
possess them equally. Our fore- 
fathers knew that. All men “are 
endowed by their Creator with cer- 
tain inalienable rights,” they wrote 
in the Declaration of Independence. 
The right to speak, print, worship, 
love, marry, beget, rear and educate 
children are rights which belong to 
men because of what they are by 
creation and nature — without any 
reference whatever to their race, re- 
ligion, or color. They may use 
their rights for good or evil ends. 
But that has nothing to do with the 
primary fact that they have them — 
and need them to fulfill their 
duties, develop their talents, and ex- 
press the life of their souls. And 
this by definition is true of men as 
such regardless of anything else — 
regardless of cleanliness or dirti- 
ness — goodness or wickedness — 
bravery or cowardice. 


In the third place human equality 
means that all men are born equally 
free. Our forefathers knew that. 
“All men are by nature equally free 
and independent,” they wrote in the 
Virginia Bill of Rights. No man is 
born a slave. Society, disregarding 
the free state in which men are born, 
may by force make slaves of some 
— and so deny that freedom in 

(Continued on page 69) 


BRIGHT SPOTS IN THE NEWS 


Equal Pay for Negro Teachers 


One of the decisions that marked the 
last months of the previous year was 
that given by Federal Judge Wayne G. 
Borah, who ruled that Negro school 
teachers must be paid the same salaries 
as white teachers of equal qualifications. 
This decision was rendered in behalf of 

* Wiley McMillon, a Negro school prin- 
cipal in Iberville Parish (County), La., 
who maintained that a white teacher of 
qualifications similar to his was paid 
almost three times as much as he was. 


MVT to Drop Racial 
Discrimination 

The Missouri Valley Conference’s 
faculty representatives voted to end all 
racial discrimination at its member 
schools. The end of racial discrimina- 
tion was set for 1950 to give members 
time to adjust their local conditions. 


Merit Won, Not Race 


It was a 19-year-old colored lad 
who was chosen oustanding resident of 
the St. Vincent’s Home for Boys, 
Brooklyn, N. Y. This home, a haven 
for homeless and friendless boys, has a 
Negro population of less than 11 per- 
cent. The award was given for the 
most outstanding display of courtesy, 
cooperation and personality. 


The Opinion of the Learned 

American psychologists, sociologists 
and anthropologists as a whole are of 
the opinion that enforced segregation 
on racial or religious lines has serious 
and detrimental psychological effects 
both on the segregated groups and 
those enforcing segregation. More than 
500 of the country’s leading social scien- 
tists cooperated in the making of a sur- 
vey conducted by the American Jewish 
Congress, by replying to an extensive 
questionnaire and providing other rele- 
vant data. 

It was significant that there was no re- 
gional variation in the answers received. 
For the experts from the South were 
as positive as those from other sections 
as to the harmful effects of segregation. 
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Assistant Law Director of 
Akron, Ohio 


Attorney Luther Johnson became the 
first Negro to be appointed to a major 
political office in the city of Akron, 
when Mayor Charles E. Slusser named 
him an assistant law director. Johnson 
will serve a two-year term as assistant 
to Law Director Roy Browne, a former 
classmate of his at the Akron law 
school. 


First Negro Doctor in Philadelphia 
Hospital 


Doctor John H. Graves is the first 
Negro to be appointed to a surgical 
residency at the Philadelphia General 
Hospital. The announcement was made 
by the director of the department of 
public health, Dr. Rufus S. Reeves. At 
the time, Dr. Graves was on the staff 
of Mercy Hospital in the same city. 


More Nurses’ Associations Drop 
Color Bar 


The nurses’ associations of West 
Virginia and Mississippi have thrown 
open their membership ranks to Negro 
nurses. his brings to five the associa- 
tions in the South that have followed 
this democratic policy. The other 
groups are those of Tennessee, Okla- 
homa, and Kentucky. 


Supreme Court Upholds 
Democracy 

The United States Surpreme Court 
declared that the State of Oklahoma 
must provide a legal education for Miss 
Ada Louise Sipuel of that state. This 
decision was handed down after Miss 
Sipuel had been denied admission to the 
School of Law solely because of her 
color. The District Court of Cleveland 
County, Oklahoma, refused to give her 


a writ of mandamus against the Okla- 
homa regents. The State Supreme 
Court affirmed the judgment of the 
District Court. The National Supreme 
Court reversed both actions. 


“Quote and Unquote” 


@ What Others Are Saying Of 
@ And About the Negro 


\ 


The Important Thing is the Human 
Race 


“What colossal arrogance is involved 
in the supposition that there are greater 
or lesser races among the children of 
Adam.... The race of which it is our 
duty to be ever-conscious is the entire 
human race, the vast society of creatures 
composed of body and soul, and made 
in the image and likeness of God. Once 
we have this blessed consciousness we 
will abandon the foolishness, the ma- 
liciousness of thinking in terms of 
other small groupings made in the 
image and likeness of our own particular 
selves.” 

Most Rev. Richard J. Cushing, D.D. 
Archbishop of Boston 


Lip Service to Democracy 

“Our failure to live up to our own 
high phrases is used to mock us in the 
battle between freedom and tyranny 
which occupies the world today. . . . No 
act of accidental injustice, let alone 
those of calculation, will go unobserved 
by our enemies. Lip service to our 
ideals will be seen for the mockery that 
it is.” 

U. S. Attorney General Tom C. Clark 


Carpenters’ Union Hears of True 
Charity 

“Union discrimination based on race, 
creed, color or nationality has no place 
in the American Federation of La- 
bor.... Democracy applies to every 
human person. There is not a single 
case of racial injustice in America 
which is not an international incident. . . . 
You carpenters will never be complete 
imitators of the Divine Carpenter until 
you have known the full meaning of 


charity. St. Paul understood charity 
when he was made to see every human 
being as made in the image and likeness 
of God and as a brother of Christ.” 
Rev. Vincent J. O’Connell, S.M. 

to members of AFL Carpenters Union, 
New Orleans, La. 


Apostolic Delegate Cites 
Interracial Groups 

“Tt is abundantly manifest that these 
groups of white and colored. Catholics 
are a source of immense good — groups 
which gather periodically to hold dis- 
cussions, in all charity and order, un- 
der a spiritual director.... Through 
the discussions you create a common 
sentiment, you promote social relations 
on the basis of Christian principles, you 
lend your own cooperation to eliminate 
discriminations, and you open avenues 
for progress — spiritual, educational. 
and even material. Of all these, how- 
ever, the spiritual is the principal scope 
of your council. It is, indeed. precise- 
ly in the light of faith that you discern 
these things better, combat prejudices 
more effectively, and study the means 
best suited to reestablish that social 
harmony demanded by the dignity com- 
mon to all men as men.” 
Archbishop Avileto Giovanni Cicognani 
Apostolic Delegate to the United States 


White Primaries Illegal 


“No election machinery can be up- 
held if its purpose or effect is to deny 
the Negro. on account of his race or 
color, an effective voice in the govern- 
ment of his country, or state or the 
community wherein he lives.” 

U. S. Circuit Court of Appeals 
Richmond, Va. 


With our SVD Fathers 


on the Colored Missions 


New Convent 


Our Lady of Perpetual Help (or 
as it is more familiarly called — 
Notre Dame) Parish in St. Martin- 
ville, La., was begun in 1938 by the 
late Father Cosmas Schneider, 
S.V. D., veteran foreign missionary. 
In its early days, it consisted of a 
mission church, rectory with ordi- 
nary accommodations for four Fa- 
thers, and a mission school staffed 
by Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament 
from New Iberia, about 12 miles 
away. 

Shortly after its founding, the 
Rev. Maurice Rousseve, S.V. D., 
one of the first four priests ordained 
at St. Augustine’s Seminary, in Bay 
Saint Louis, Miss., arrived as the 
first assistant pastor of the parish. 
Later when Father Schneider left 
for a new appointment, Father 
Rousseve became pastor in St. Mar- 


NOTRE DAME CONVENT, ST. MARTIN- 
VILLE, LA. 
It was designed by Mr. Ferdinand Rousséve, 
Associate Professor of Fine Arts at Xavier 
University, New Orleans, La., and brother of 
Father Maurice Rousséve, S.V.D., pastor of 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church 


tinville. About two summers ago, 
after several years at his post, Fa- 
ther began to build, adding some 
new classrooms to the school. Last 
summer, after transporting Sisters 
daily for several years from New 
Iberia as teachers in the school, he 
decided upon a convent and it was 
soon going up. It is now complete, 
@ neat two story building, a nice 
home for what is hoped will some 
day be a large sized teaching staff. 
A picture of this convent appears on 
this page. Notre Dame Parish now 
has a church, a rectory, with three 
resident priests — Father Rousseve, 
pastor, and Fathers Maxine Wil- 
liams, S.V. D., and William Adams, 
S.V. D. —a school with seven good- 
sized airy classrooms, and a convent 
with four Sisters of the Blessed 
Sacrament who together with three 
lay teachers staff the school. 

Readers, who, in their charity, 
would like to help Father defray 
the cost of this new building, are 
urged to write him at Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help Rectory, Box 230, 
St. Martinville, La. 


Hit the Road 


Father Richard Winters, S.V. D., 
one of the assistant pastors at Im- 
maculate Heart of Mary Church in 
Lafayette, La., writes that the 
census which the Fathers there are 
busy taking up has not yet been ab- 
solutely finished. So the pastors 
still have from time to time to hit 
the road, visiting their near and re- 
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NEWLY ERECTED CHRIST THE KING 
CHURCH, JACKSON, MISS. 
Rev. Peter de Boer, S.V.D., is pastor 


The interior of the church 


_—_ 
mote parishioners and bestowing on 
all the benefit of their spiritual 
ministrations. Father also mentions 
that they are engaged at the present 
time in blessing every home in the 


parish. 


New Chapel in Sisters’ Convent 


The comparatively recent Sisters’ 
Convent at Immaculate Heart of 
Mary Church in Lafayette, La., has 
received an addition. This is a new 
little’ chapel for the Sisters that was 
just completed in December. Fa- 
ther Anthony Bourges, S.V. D., the 
pastor, said the first Mass in it on 
December 6, the Feast of St. Nich- 
olas. The Sisters are rightly pleased 
with and proud of this fine little 
sanctuary. 


St. Elizabeth’s in Chicago 


The basketball team of St. Eliza- 
beth’s High School, a member of 
the Catholic Senior High School 
League, is outstanding this year. 
That is the opinion of the experts. 


The Ironmen of this S.V. D. school 
had marked up 16 wins against two 
defeats at the time we went to press. 
Their coach, Mr. Joe Robichaux, 
believes that they have the makings 
of titleholders in the league. And 
with such a record, their opponents 
regard them as the team to beat in 
the race. We wish them good luck, 
especially since they are the only 
all-Negro team in the league. 


Subscribe to 
ST. AUGUSTINE’S MESSENGER 
$1.00 a year 


Address : 
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INTENTIONAL SECOND EXPOSURE 


With our SVD Fathers 
on the Colored Missions 


New Convent 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help (or 
as it is more familiarly called — 
Notre Dame) Parish in St. Martin- 
ville, La., was begun in 1938 by the 
late Father Cosmas Schneider, 
S.V_D., veteran foreign missionary. 
In its early days, it consisted of a 
mission church, rectory with ordi- 
nary accommodations for four Fa- 
thers, and a mission school staffed 
by Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament 
from New Iberia, about 12 miles 
away. 

Shortly after its founding, the 
Rev. Maurice Rousseve, S.V. D., 
one of the first four priests ordained 
at St. Augustine’s Seminary, in Bay 
Saint Louis, Miss., arrived as the 
first assistant pastor of the parish. 
Later when Father Schneider left 
for a new appointment, Father 
Rousseve became pastor in St. Mar- 


NOTRE DAME CONVENT, ST. MARTIN- 
VILLE, LA. 
It was designed by Mr. Ferdinand Rousséve, 
Associate Professor of Fine Arts at Xavier 
University, New Orleans, La., and brother of 
Father Maurice Rousséve, S.V.D., pastor of 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church 


tinville. About two summers ago, 
after several years at his post, Fa- 
ther began to build, adding some 
new classrooms to the school. Last 
summer, after transporting Sisters 
daily for several years from New 
Iberia as teachers in the school, he 
decided upon a convent and it was 
soon going up. It is now complete, 
& neat two story building, a nice 
home for what is hoped will some 
day be a large sized teaching staff. 
A picture of this convent appears on 
this page. Notre Dame Parish now 
has a church, a rectory, with three 
resident priests — Father Rousseve, 
pastor, and Fathers Maxine Wil- 
liams, $.V.D., and William Adams, 
S.V. D. —a school with seven good- 
sized airy classrooms, and a convent 
with four Sisters of the Blessed 
Sacrament who together with three 
lay teachers staff the school. 

Readers, who, in their charity, 
would like to help Father defray 
the cost of this new building, are 
urged to write him at Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help Rectory, Box 230, 
St. Martinville, La. 


Hit the Road 

lather Richard Winters, S.V. D., 
one of the assistant pastors at Im- 
maculate Heart of Mary Church in 
Lafayette, La., writes that the 
census which the I*athers there are 
busy taking up has not yet been ab- 
solutely finished. So the pastors 
still have from time to time to hit 
the road, visiting their near and re- 


NEWLY ERECTED CHRIST THE KING 
CHURCH, JACKSON, MISS. 
Rev. Peter de Boer, S.V.D., is pastor 


The interior of the church 
_—_ 


mote parishioners and bestowing on 
all the benefit of their spiritual 
ministrations. Father also mentions 
that they are engaged at the present 
time in blessing every home in the 
parish. 


New Chapel in Sisters’ Convent 

The comparatively recent Sisters’ 
Convent at Immaculate Heart of 
Mary Church in Lafayette, La., has 
received an addition. This is a new 
little chapel for the Sisters that was 
just completed in December. Ia- 
ther Anthony Bourges, S.V. D., the 
pastor, said the first Mass in it on 
December 6, the Feast of St. Nich- 
olas. The Sisters are rightly pleased 
with and proud of this fine little 
sanctuary. 


St. Elizabeth’s in Chicago 


The basketball team of St. Eliza- 
beth’s High School, a member of 
the Catholic Senior High School 
League, is outstanding this year. 
That is the opinion of the experts. 
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The Ironmen of this S.V. D. school 
had marked up 16 wins against two 
defeats at the time we went to press. 
Their coach, Mr. Joe Robichaux, 
believes that they have the makings 


of titleholders in the league. And 
with such a record, their opponents 
regard them as the team to beat in 
the race. We wish them good luck, 
especially since they are the only 
all-Negro team in the league. 
SSS 
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Tennessee Adopts Negro 
History Books 


The Tennessee State Textbook Authority 
adopted two histories written by Professor 
Merl R. Eppse. This is the first time in the 
one hundred fifty years’ history of the state 
that a Negro author's books have been 
adopted. The two books written by Professor 
Merl R. Eppse are entitled, The Negro Too. 
in American History and An Elementary 
History of America, Including the Contribu- 
tions of the Negro Race. The first-mentioned 
book is for use in the high schools and the 
second one is for the elementary schools. 
Both books integrate the Negro’s part in 
American life in time and place. There is no 
attempt at exaggeration or prejudice. He has 
depicted the life of the Negro from Africa 
to the present. 

The author is now Director of'the Division 
of History and Geography at’ the Tennessee 
Agricultural and Industrial College, Nash- 
ville, Tennessee, Professor Eppse has been 
teaching at the college for nineteen years and 
has interested himself in the betterment of 
race relations. He is a graduate of Drake 
University, Des Moines, Iowa, and holds the 
Master’s Degree from Columbia University, 
New York, with further graduate work at 
Columbia. He is president of the’Associa- 
tion of Social Science Teachers in Negro 
Schools; a member of the Association of 
University Professors; a member of the Ad- 
visory Board of the National Council of 
Social Studies; a Fellow of the General Edu- 
cation Board; Fellow of the Harmon Founda- 
tion; and State Educational Director of the 
Elks, 


$10,000 Drama Contest 


Because of the splendid reception accorded 
The Christophers’ $30,000 Book Awards an- 
nounced last March, prominent producers and 
critics of the Broadway stage have urged The 
Christophers to sponsor a play award. This 
is now a reality in the form of a $10,000 con- 
test offering a first prize of $5000, a second 
of $3000, and a third prize of $2000, for full- 
length plays which are good theater, enter- 
taining, and in accord with Christian prin- 
ciples instead of against them. Judges of the 
contest which closes November 15, 1948, are 
Katharine Cornell, leading American actress 
and star of “The Barretts of Wimpole Street” ; 
Eddie Dowling, actor and director of “The 
Time of Your Life,’ and “The Glass Me- 
nagerie”; Oscar Hammerstein II, lyricist of 
“Qklahoma” and “Carousel”; Leo McCarey, 
director and producer of “Going my Way” 
and “The Bells of St. Mary’s”; and Jo 
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Mielziner, foremost American stage designer. 

Both contests are open, without entry fee, 
to residents of the United States or its pos- 
sessions, and to Canadian citizens, regardless 
of race or religious belief. The Book Awards 
are $15,000 for first prize, $10,000 second 
prize, and $5000 third prize, and are outright 
gifts, as are the Play Awards. All rights to 
manuscripts in both contests remain with 
the authors, and it is said these are the largest 
outright gifts ever offered in contests of this 
kind, Most book or play awards are at least 
partially an advance against author's royal- 
ties. There is no special entry blank, and 
rules for both the Book and Drama Contests 
may be obtained free of charge by writing to 
The Christophers, 121 East 39th Street, New 
York 16. 

The Christopher movement, under the direc- 
tion of Father James Keller, M.M., started 
less than two years ago. It is without any 
formal organization, and has no dues and no 
meetings. The movement is a venture for 
good whose object, according to Father Kel- 
ler, is to emphasize personal responsibility 
and initiative. The stimulation from associa- 
tion with The Christophers encourages large 
numbers of persons to do whatever they can 
by themselves, but it also encourages them 
to exert greater initiative and influence in any 
organization to which ‘they may belong. The 
goal of The Christophers is to enlist 1,000,000 
Americans to bring Christian principles into 
the fields of education, government, labor and 
management, and the communication of ideas. 

The whole Christopher movement is sup- 
ported by voluntary donations which have been 
sent by Bishops, Priests, Brothers, Nuns, and 
lay persons throughout the country. A con- 
siderable portion of the funds necessary to 
carry on The Christophers’ work has been 
supplied by non-Catholics. 
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The Kenrick Remailing Service 


The editors of this magazine would like to 
recommend to its readers a very praiseworthy 
form of Catholic Activity that has been 
brought to our attention. Tt is the Kenrick 
Remailing Service. 


The Kenrick Remailing Service was set up 
by the Seminarians of Kenrick Seminary in 
St. Louis, Mo., to encourage Catholics to re- 
mail their Catholic magazines and periodicals 
to missionaries and chaplains, who will fur- 
ther distribute them. The remailing of such 
magazines each month after they have been 
read is one of the easiest and least expensive 
ways that can be found to pass on Catholic 
magazines. Most of our magazines can be 
remailed to any place in the United States 
at the rate of one cent for each two ounces. 
The rate for mailing periodicals to foreign 
countries is only 134 cents per two ounces. 
‘There is a crying need for Catholic literature 
in many parts of the world where it is at 
present unobtainable. 


Those of our readers who would like to 
remail ST. AUGUSTINE'S MESSENGER 
or any other Catholic periodical, should write 
to: 

The Kenrick Remailing Service 
Kenrick Seminary 

7800 Kenrick Road 

St. Louis 19, Missouri 


They should also list the names of those 
magazines which they wish to remail. The 
address of an appreciative missionary or 
chaplain together with mailing information 
will be sent as soon as possible. 


SACRED SONGS FOR VOICE AND PIANO 


“Dear Sweet Jesus” 
“For the Love of You” 


May be purchased from 


EDDIE MADDEN 
226 Fairview Street 
New Britain, Conn. 


Chicagoan Master in Chancery 


Major James A. McClendon, a vet- 
eran of five years in the army, was 
named as the first Negro Master in 
Chancery in Chicago and Evanston, Ill. 


EQUALITY — A FACT 
(Continued from page 63) 
which all are equally born. But what 
society does in no way changes the 
facts of nature. It may disregard 
them to its peril — but it cannot 
change them. When men are wise 
and virtuous they study to make the 
ways of society conform with the 
facts of man’s nature. They do not 
try to force man to conform to a 
society which, by its laws and in- 
stitutions, violates man’s nature. 
They make society serve the needs 
of all men. They create a society 
for man. That’s what we are seek- 
iig to do in America. 


—— 


Fourth Annual Week-end 


RETREATS FOR MEN 


@ Resolve NOW to make a spiritual renewal. 
@ Enjoy these exercises that turn your soul GODWARD. 
@ Make early reservations for one of the following: 


First Retreat — July 9, 10, 11 
Second Retreat — July 23, 24, 25 
Third Retreat — July 30, 31, Aug. 1 


Write to 


REV. RETREAT DIRECTOR 
St. Augustine’s Seminary 
Bay Saint Louis, Miss. 


My dear Boys and Girls: 


The other day I saw some little boys 
having a grand game of football. They 
had eleven men on each team. Some 
were six,,seven, eight, nine, ten, eleven, 
twelve years old. They had a big field 
and stadium all for themselves, 

Some had togs — others played in 
their ordinary clothes. The members of 
the team from up-town were bigger than 
those of the team from down-town. 


Billy yelled out: “Tom, you can tackle 
me, but don’t tear off my clothes (Billy’s 
sweater was almost torn off) !” 

Both teams tackled hard and low, 


they passed and ran the ball, Nobody 
was hurt — nobody was all tired out 
at the end. 

The referee stopped a few fusses. 
There was no fight. 

The score was tied. Nobody won. 
Everybody played fair. This was as 
it should be. The famous Knute 
Rockne, the late coach of the great 
Notre Dame football team, used to say 
to the youth of America: “Be men of 
honesty ...of courage under fire... 
fight fair!” 

Fight fair means “Don’t cheat.” I 
hope all of you always try to be fair in 
your games. Yes, take Knute Rockne’s 
advice and always “fight fair!” 

* * * 


What is a big word for a football 
field — can you spell it? 

Answer :_ G-R-I-D-I-R-O-N, 

TO PULL A “BONER” — do you 
know what that means? 
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In football language that means to 
make a mistake. If you make a mis- 
take, be honest and acknowledge it. 


MY MAIL BAG 


Dear Father Cheer-Up: I am very sorry 
that I took so long to write. Today I picked 
up the ST. AUGUSTINE’S MESSENGER. 
I said to my nice old grandmother, “Isn’t it 
such a lovely MESSENGER?” She said 
that she thought that it was wonderful. 
Hope you know my brother-in-law, George. 
He visited the Seminary lots of times, My 
mother went to visit my sister in McComb, 
Miss. My sister teaches over there. My 
mother attended a wonderful Catholic Church. 
She heard the priest talk about how lovely 
the boys of St. Augustine’s sang. There are 
not any Negro Catholics in McComb besides 
my sister and a friend. My sister is from 
New Orleans and her friend is from Pass 
Christian, Miss. The Negro Catholics that 
they do have are those who visit from away. 
That’s the only sad thing about McComb, 
Miss. May God bless you now and always. 
Yours truly, 

Jacqueline Veronica Prudeaux, age 11 
2527 London Avenue 
New Orleans, La. 


Thanks for your nice letter, Jacqueline. 
Say a little prayer for the good people of 
McComb. Yes, we have a fairly good choir 
We sing Masses, spirituals and classical com- 
Positions. Sometimes the choir members 
have to work very hard practicing. You may 
hear this choir some day, if you visit our 
Seminary. 


Dear Father Cheer-Up: I enjoy reading 
the “Children’s Corner.” I suppose you are 
surprised to hear from me. I am a tenth 
grade student of St. Bartholomew’s High 
School. Father Holken is our catechism in- 
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structor. My family and classmates send 
their regards to you and the other Fathers. 
Respectfully yours, 

Etta Mae Binns, age 15 

324 Johnson Street 

North Little Rock, Ark. 

Greetings to all in North Little Rock! I 

am glad to hear that Father Holken is your 
catechism instructor. Now you will learn 
how to stand on your own feet and think 
correctly when you have to defend your re- 
ligion. Etta Mae, please extend best wishes 
to all. 


Dear Father Cheer-Up: How are you? 
Fine, I hope. Father, I am still praying for 
my vocation to the priesthood. I study very 
hard, too. I received “The Shepherd” and 
it is very interesting. I am doing my duties 
of the Future Priests’ Club. I close my let- 
ter with the Lord be with you. 

Winfield Ledet, age 13 
St. Martinville, La. 

That’s right, Winfield — keep praying for 
your vocation and for us. I am glad you like 
“The Shepherd.” ‘The pictures and print are 
very nice, are they not? 


Dear Father Cheer-Up: This is my first 
letter to you. I am sending you my hand- 
writing. I go to public school and learn 
my prayers very well. My sister is five years 
old and she will send you her hand writing; 
her name is at the bottom of this letter. 
May God bless you. 

Annie Mae Gallien, age 7 
and Ruby Jane Gallien, age 5 
Route 4, Box 327 

Opelousas, La. 

Glad that you wrote me for the first time, 
Annie Mae. You will write me again, won’t 
you? Tell Ruby Jane she prints her name 
clearly and neatly. 


Dear Father Cheer-Up: This letter leaves 
me feeling-fine. Hope it finds you likewise. 
I am happy that my drawing won again. 
Also my MESSENGER for this month ar- 
rived. Many thanks; it seems the MES- 
SENGER gets better and better. May the 
Babe of Bethlehem bless yeu all. I pray 
each day for you. 

Clara Mae Jolivette 
Sunset, La. 

Your drawings are improving, Clara Mae. 
Many times you win because you send the 
right picture for the right time and because 
it is clear and simple. You know if you do 
a simple task well, it sometimes looks beau- 
tiful. Never forget that. Since you like the 
MEssENGER so well, maybe you could pass 
it on to other people when you finish reading 
it and let them enjoy it, too. 


PEN-AND-INK CONTEST 
Don’t forget the BIG CONTEST, Boys and 
Girls. Any one can try his hand at drawing 
a funny picture, a serious picture or any 
kind of picture. Send it on to me. Maybe 
you will be the lucky winner. Here are the 
three lucky ones for this month: 


“THIS IS MY BODY” 
Drawn by Lawrence Thompson, age 13 
Box K, Baldwin, La. 


DISSATISFIED EMPRESS 
Drawn by Alfonse Cobette, age 12 
6850 Chef Menteur Highway 
New Orleans, La. 


Drawn by Augustin Andry, age 12 
St. Peter’s School, Chastang, Ala. 
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For drawing these fine pictures, Lawrence, 
Alfonse and Austin will each receive a Guard- 
ian Angel Medal, a booklet about Our Lady 
of Fatima, and a whole year’s subscription to 
the Mrssencer free! 

Come on, Boys and Girls, join up! 
easy. Just follow these simple rules: 

1. Your drawing must not be traced from 
another picture. 

2. It must be drawn with pen and ink on 
a piece of plain white paper or cardboard 
(unruled) with no writing on the back. 

3. Your name and address, age and grade 
must be written on a separate piece of paper 
and mailed in the same envelope with your 
drawing. 


It’s 


* * * 


Well, [ll be seeing you again next 
month. Meanwhile, I wish all of you a 
very Happy Easter! May the Risen 
Savior love you and reward you for 
your many prayers and sacrifices for 
the success of the Colored Missions. 


FATHER CHEER-UP 
The Seminary 
Bay Saint Louis, Miss. 


* BOOKS ¢ 


JESUS IS THERE. A Dialogued Eucharistic 
Hour — No. 1, 32 pages, price roc. The 
Sentinel Press, 194 East 76th St. New 
York 21, N. Y. 

A booklet like this, supplied to each mem- 
ber of a parish and its use directed by a 
capable interested priest, should work won- 
ders in the spiritual life of a community. It 
should have a wonderful effect on a person’s 
ability to form his own private prayers with 
the example of its well-written and expressive 
affections before him. 


Help to Clothe and Feed the 
Needy 


When I attended the General Chapter of 
the Society of the Divine Word last Fall, I 
traveled a few weeks in Germany. The 
misery which I saw there cannot be con- 
ceived unless one has seen it for himself. 
Priests, Sisters and lay people asked me if 
I could obtain old clothing for them, or food 
of all kinds, especially fats, sugar, flour and 
meat. If readers have any articles to do- 
nate in God’s Name, articles such as clothing, 
suits, overcoats, dresses, cassocks for im- 
poverished priests, blankets, woolens, good 
shoes, etc., send these articles to me and I 
will forward them to needy people or priests. 

Very Rev. Joseph F. Eckert, S.V.D. 
St. Augustine’s Seminary 
Bay Saint Louis, Miss. 


ARE YOU. SHARING YOUR 
FAITH (Continued from page 57) 


Here are three practical ways 
Negro Catholics can help bring 
knowledge of their Faith and love 
of God into the lives of their own 
people. Which one are you going 
to choose? 

If you think you are not qualified 
to be a convert-maker, you are per- 
haps forgetting that God’s Grace is” 
really the Convert-er...but He 
wishes to use you to help spread His 
Word. In doing that, you'll find 
your own faith strengthened and a 
new joy besides. 

The main thing is to wry ...God 
is our Partner in this necessary and 
vital work, and every moment 
counts! So why not tell your fel- 
low Catholics about CMOA and sign 
up yourself, today? The address to 
write to is: CMOA, 1124 E. Lomita 
Ave., Glendale 5, California. 

Won’t you help to make this 
dream come true: “That they all 
may be one, as Thou, Father in Me, 
and I in Thee; that they also may 
be one in Us; that the world may 
believe that Thou hast sent Me” 
(John 17:21). 


REMEMBER OUR FRIENDS 


“It is therefore a holy and wholesome 
thought to pray for the dead...” 

(2 Mac. 12, 46) 

Rev. Philip Beck, S.V.D., who died in the 
Philippine Islands, December 11, 1947; 

Rev. William. Eggenkamp, S.V.D., who 
died in the Little Sunda Islands, December, 
1947 ; 

Rev. Joseph Lambert, SV.D., who died in 
the Little Sunda Islands, December, 1947; 

Brother Coelestinus Guetlbauer, S.V.D., 
who died in Austria ; 

Brother Constantinus Paulus, S.V.D., whe 
died in Germany ; 

Sister Mary Lydia, S.Sp.S., who died in the 
Philippine Islands, December 30, 1947; 

George W. Conrad, who died in St. Mary’s 


“Hospital, Cincinnati, Ohio, December 11, 1947. 


May their souls, and the souls of all the 
faithful departed, through the mercy of God, 
rest in peace. Amen. 


YOU DON'T NEED TO KNOW HIGHER MATHEMATICS 
TO FIGURE OUT THAT THROUGH OUR 


ANNUITY PLAN 


YOU CAN HELP US — 
YOU CAN HELP YOURSELF — 
YOU CAN HELP THE NEGRO MISSION 
CAUSE — 
Write to REV. FATHER DIRECTOR 
Annuity Plan 
Society of the Divine Word 
Bay Saint Louis, Miss. 
INVEST-igate our free booklet: 
“HOW TO INVEST" 


WOULD YOU LIKE TO SPEND YOUR LIFE FOR 


A GLORIOUS CAUSE? 
BECOME AN 


S.V.D. LAY BROTHER 


Our Brothers have the lifetime job of working in the service of God and 
neighbor. It is a life without material worry. It is a life of great spiritual 


opportunities. It is a happy earthly life that prepares for a most happy 
heavenly one. 


Write to the Rev. Father Novice Master at any of the following houses: 


St. Augustine’s Seminary St. Mary’s Mission House St. Michael’s Mission House 
Bay Saint Louis, Miss. Techny, Ill. Conesus, N. Y. 


STUDENT BURSES 


A Burse, or Scholarship, of $5,000 will take care of the education and training of one ef 
our students for the priesthood. Won’t you help us complete one of the following incom- 
plete Burses? Any amount large or small will be appreciated. 


Immaculate Heart of Mary $3,322.15 
St. Matthias 844.50 
Blessed Martin de Porres 839.86 
St. Joseph 714.00 
St. Jude 649.50 
St. Elizabeth 527.00 
Sorrowful Mother 440.30 
Holy Ghost pene SMe so aeneeO 
St. Martha 315.00 
St. Madeline Sophie Barat 152.50 


Send donations to 
REV. FATHER RECTOR 


St. Augustine’s Seminary 
Bay Saint Louis, Miss. 


SSMU TA TEETER EAE 


"Thou art a Priest 
forever..." 


8 
7) EighthGrade 
| BOYS 


and young men in 
high school 
YOU HAVE TO MAKE 
A CHOICE! 


Can you offer your life to God 
as a Missionary PRIEST? 
Study at St. Augustine's Seminary, Bay Saint Louis, Miss. 
Write today for information. Address your letters to the 


Rev. Father Prefect, St. Augustine's Seminary, Bay Saint 
Louis, Miss. 


TUODIUGOSOGOOUDOUOUOUODODUEDODUUDQOOUOUROQOUDOOOQGQG 0000000000000 C000 CCUCCUOTEEEEUOOEEROUEUOEECETERE HET ETET EN SS 


BOYS OF THE 5th, 6th and 7th Grades! & 


Do You, Too, Wish to Become Priests ? 
Keep this holy resolution alive in your hearts by joining the 


FUTURE PRIEST CLUB 


It's easy to join. There are no dues. Just write to Rev. Fa- 
ther Director, The Future Priest Club, St. Augustine's Sem- 
inary, Bay Saint Louis, Miss. He will send you a membership 
card and the free club paper, "The Shepherd.” 
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SCOUTS FIND TYPING AN ABSORBING OCCUPATION 
Sacred Heart Parish, Detroit, Mich, 


SCOUTS FIND TYPING AN ABSORBING OCCUPATION 
Sacred Heart Parish, Detroit, Mich. 


CAN CHRIST COUNT ON YOU? 
Help the cause of His Church by joining the 


ONCE-A-MONTH CLUB 


Give a regular voluntary donation every month of the year 
for the upkeep of the Seminary which is preparing Negro 
youths for God's Priesthood. Such continuous aid does much 
for the progress of God's work on earth. 


REV. FATHER RECTOR 
St. Augustine’s Seminary 
BAY SAINT LOUIS, MISS. 
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THIS IS NOT NOVEMBER — ST. AUGUSTINE’S 


But you can still remember and help your MESSENGER 


d ling them in the Si i 
beloved dead by enrolling them in THE MAGAZINE WITH A MESSAGE 


Mission Mass League $1.00 a year 
@ Learn what the Catholic Church 


ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP for one — $1.00 : A 
is doing among Negroes. 


PERPETUAL MEMBERSHIP for one—$r0.00 


e pee 
Saaraikeres shave iil’ thal, Masaes caasd, phe Help the mission cause along. 


good works done, the indulgences gained. 


Address: BAY ST. LOUIS, MISS. 
REVEREND DIRECTOR 


Mission Mass League We kindly ask subscribers who move 
St. Augustine’s Seminary to inform us as soon as possible, send- 
Bay Saint Louis, Miss. ing us both their new and old addresses. 


Fo 
POSTMASTER: Send notices of removal (Form 3578) to St. Augustine’s Seminary, 
Bay Saint Louis, Mississippi 
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MESSENGER 


“The Magazine with a Message” 


A Catholic magazine, published monthly, except 
July and August, at Techny, Illinois, by St. Augus- 
tine’s Seminary,’ Bay St. Louis, Mississippi. Sub- 
scription $1.00 a year. Proceeds are used for the 
education of colored students for the priesthood. 
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DARE TO BE DIFFERENT! 


“An ordinary Catholic is really a 
contradiction in terms — a sort of 


square circle.... By the fact that 


yowre a Catholic, youre already 


different. Dare ‘you be? Great 
heavens, you never can be mee 
else! 

“You know all the reasons why 
you are different — because you 
believe in God and His law, and 
have Christ in the Blessed Sacra- 
ment, and know Mary and_ her 
purity, and believe that you walk 
with a guardian angel, and see in 
all men your brothers and in all 
women your sisters. 

“You know these things. 

“But does it make you as tired 
as it makes me to see Catholics sink 
right down into the protective col- 
oring of the crowd? They’re afraid 
to be different for fear they’ll be 
noticed and some dope may laugh. 


Or they wait for the others to make 
the move; then when it’s all safe, 
they bravely step ouf too. 

“There’s the appalling fact that 
swank non-Catholic schools accepted 
Negro students before Catholics 
did it — here in U.S.A. In Europe 
racial distinction was unthinkable; 
they had the old Catholic tradition 
of equality of men. But we copied 
the long slave-dominated tradition; 
we waited, cowards and slackers, 
until the non-Catholics set the pat- 
tern. So Negroes went to Harvard 
and Wellesley before they were ad- 
mitted to many a Catholic school. 
We played it safe and waited until 
it was no longer different before 
we became, not different, but tardily 
the same.” fj 

FatHer Daniet A. Lorp, S.J. 
The Queens Work 
March, 1948 


CMOA IN ACTION 


The Convert Makers of America are 
lay men and women who are determined 


to share the precious gift of their Faith 


with others. In the photograph above, 
McIntyre (standing 

t) conducts an information talk 
on the Catholic Church at a private 
home in Pontiac, Mich. In the picture 


Agnes 


belc OA-er Nuella Moore, a 
hard working bank cashier by day, 
finds time to conduct instruction classes 
three nights a week in behalf of earnest 
youths at the Catholic Information 
Center in Pontia¢, Mich. An article 
on the CMOA was published on page 

) of month’s issue of St. Aucus- 
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MAIN ENTRANCE TO ST. JOSEPH’S SCHOOL, CLAYTON, DEL. 
St. Joseph’s Church is seen through the center arch 


ST. JOSEPH’S SCHOOL IN CLAYTON 


James W. Tuomas 


@ Boarding School for Negro youth 


Fifty-three years ago, St. Joseph’s 
School for Boys, in Clayton, Dela- 
ware, was founded by Father J. A. 
DeRuyter, S.S.J. Helping him with 
this work of beginning the school 
was Mother M. Katherine Drexel, 
foundress of the Sisters of the 
Blessed Sacrament, as well as her 
sister, Mrs. Louise Morrell, who be- 
gan the well-known St. Francis In- 
stitute, a school for young men, at 
Rock Castle, Va. Another co-found- 
er was Bishop Alfred E. Curtis of 
Wilmington, Del., whose lively 
support and approbation facilitated 
the establishment of the institute in 
his diocese. 


The. present rector of St. Joseph’s 
Industrial School, is the Rev. 
Thomas F. O’Connor, S.S.J., a 
man of much experience and great 
energy. Under his efficient leader- 
ship, progress at the institution has 
made notable advances. Assisting 
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him are Fathers Martin McNicho- 
las, Hugh Conahan, Joseph Glenn, 
Henry Goudreau, Samuel Kelly, 
John Lundergan, and John Mc- 
Carthy, all members of the Society 
of St. Joseph, who by their interest 
in the boys and the work do much 


Father Martin McNicholas, S.S.J., and servers 
after morning Mass 
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INTENTIONAL SECOND EXPOSURE 
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Industrial School, is the Rev. 
Thomas I. O’Connor, S.S.J., a 
man of much experience and great 
energy. Under his efficient leader- 


ship, progress at the institution has 
made 


notable advances. Assisting 


him are Iathers Martin McNicho 
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Carthy, all members of the Society 
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Father Martin McNicholas, S.S.J., and servers 
after morning Mass 


Interior of St. Joseph’s Church 


for the betterment ofthe place. 

Added to the staff at St. Joseph’s 
School are two Brothers of the So- 
ciety of the Brothers of the Holy 
Infancy and Youth of: Jesus, from 
Lackawanna, N. Y. This religious 
community was founded in the 
United States for the care of poor 
boys and for their instruction in the 
arts and industries. The two mem- 
bers at St. Joseph’s are Brother Va- 
lerian and Brother Vincent. 

Two lay teachers on the faculty 
aid in the instruction of the boys. 
They are Mr. Adolphus Simmons, 
and Mr. James W. Thomas, the 


latter a new comer of one year, 
and the former a veteran worker 
with boys. The staff of the school 
is completed with two instructors 
for industrial training. : 

St. Joseph’s is fortunate in’ hav- 
ing five Sisters of St. Francis from 
Glen Riddle, Pa. These Sisters are 
in charge of the domestic work. 
Their lives are a strong influence for 
good ever present before the im- 
pressionable minds of the young- 
sters. 

St. Joseph’s School has opened 
its doors to many young lads. Many 
are the boys who have sat in its 


STUDENTS 
Caught-by the 
cameraman 
during recess 
The Sisters’ Convent 
is in the background 


Two of the Franciscan Sisters of Glen 
Riddle, Pa., who have charge of the domestic 
department 


classrooms imbibing the lessons that 
would fit them for this life as well 
as for the next. At present there 
are 65 boys on the student roster. 
They are preparing; to go out and 
practice in the world what they 
have learned in this small institu- 
tion, which is nevertheless an im- 


portant one for this corner of Our 


One of the delights of winter — Ice skating 


Lord’s Vineyard. 

St. Joseph’s is supported by do- 
nations from many parts of the 
United States. Its graduates, spread 
over the country, will never forget 
those who by their prayers or alms 
have made possible their spiritual 
and material development at St. 
Joseph’s School in Clayton, Del. 


One of the boys’ dormitories. It accommodates about 40 boys, and has classrooms on 
the first floor 
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PROPOSED ERIE CATHOLIC 
COLORED COMMUNITY CENTER 
46" & DIVISION STREETS 


Erie’s New Colored Catholic Center 


Vincent L. Enricut 


The ground work for the Immac- 
ulate Conception Center in Erie, 
Pa., was laid by the Rev. Paul 
Obenrader, who began to gather the 
colored people for instruction in the 
Catholic Faith in 1940. Father 
Obenrader organized several classes 
for the younger people and for the 
school children. The most notable 
and best organized of these classes 
was the Summer School, held first 
in Blessed Sacrament Parish, and the 
next year in the neighboring St. 
Joseph’s Parish. This Summer 
School is still in operation - each 
vacation at the Lake City Housing 
Project. Adult instructions were 
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@ for converts 
@ and for youth recreation 


carried on by Father Obenrader on 
an individual basis with consider- 
able success. 

With Father Obenrader was as- 
sociated Sister Andrea of the Sisters 
of St. Joseph. Under her care, the 
various instruction classes for the 
children were most successfully car- 
ried out. At the present time, Sis- 
ter Mary Benigna is associated with 
Sister Andrea. 

As the diocesan clergy was 
drained by the departure of so many 
priests for service as chaplains in the 
Armed Forces, the need for a priest 
in Sharon, Pa., was felt. The Most 
Rev. John Mark Gannon, D.D., 


ST. AUGUSTINE’S MESSENGER 


His Excellency, John Mark Gannon, Bishop of Erie, assisted by Rt. Rev. Msgr. Edward J. 


Fisher, lays the cornerstone for the Immaculate Conception center. 


The snowfall was heavy 


enough to keep everybody away 


Bishop of Erie, who has been a very 
loyal and persevering benefactor of 
the work, transferred Father Oben- 
rader to the Parish of St. Joseph, 
Sharon, Penna. 

For three years, the colored work 


was without a priest. Sister Andrea 
continued her work in Summer and 
Sunday .School throughout these 
years; but the need for more active 
sponsorship was keenly felt. 

At the behest of Bishop Gannon, 
in 1946, the Rev. Vincent L. En- 
right began the census which led 
ultimately to his being assigned as 
Chaplain to the colored Catholics of 
Erie. The census uncovered the 
fact that there were 85 colored Cath- 
olics in Erie, with over 140 other 


people interested in the Church. 
Holy Mass was offered for the first 
time in the Lake City Housing 
Project Community Center on the 
Feast of the Immaculate Concep- 
tion, 1946. Mass has been offered 
there every Sunday and Holy Day 
of Obligation since that time. 

The attendance at Mass was so 
encouraging that Bishop Gannon 
suggested that a site for a chapel be 
sought. A property at the corner 
of East 16th Street and Holland 
Street was selected for a beginning, 
since there was ample land at this 
place for a playground and for ex- 
pansion. With the acquisition of the 
east lot of the large field, the Im- 
maculate Conception Community 
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Erie’s New Colored Catholic Center 


Vincent L. EnriGut 
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Immaculate Conception Community Center 


Center was launched as a reality. 
Ground was broken for the new 
building on Easter Sunday, 1947. 
On July 14th, the playground 
adjacent to the new building was 
opened by the City Bureau of Rec- 
reation, on land leased to the Com- 
munity Center. Dedicatory pro- 


ceedings were held on August 15, 


1947, in conjunction with the lay- 
ing out of the new building. The 
playground was the most successful 
one in the city from the standpoint 
of interest and attendance, according 
to the official figures by the Bureau 
of Recreation. 

On the Feast of the Immaculate 
Conception, December 8, 1947, the 
cornerstone of the new Center was 
laid by Bishop Gannon, assisted by 
Right Rev. Monsignor E. J. Fisch- 
er. The word “Center” has been 
used to designate the building, in 
order to make it clear, and abun- 
dantly so, that the project is not 
to be construed as being a parish for 
the colored people but merely a cen- 
ter for the work instituted among 
them. According to the Bishop’s 
wish, Negroes are to be integrated 
into the nearest parish to their 
homes. 

The work has been placed under 
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Faith.” 


the patronage of the Immaculate 
Conception of the Blessed Lady. It 
is expected that the new center, 
named for her, will be open for 
Easter. At present writing, the 
roof is half on, and the work is 
proceeding apace. 

There are now 106 colored Cath- 
olics in Erie. 


CSMC Essay Contest 


The Catholic Students’ Mission Crusade 
will offer free trips, all expenses paid, to 
its 13th National Convention at the Univer- 
sity of Notre Dame, August 26-29, to the 
top winners in. two essay contests which are 
being promoted in preparation for the national 
meeting. Announcement of the contest has 
been made to all members and directors of 
the Crusade by Monsignor Edward A, Frek- 
ing, National Secretary, from the Crusade 
Castle in Cincinnati. 

Subjects of the two contests are 1) How tc 
Make America Christian; 2) The Promotion 
of Vocations to the Catholic Priesthood and 
Religious Life. 

The winner of second place in each con- 
test will receive a cash prize, including all 
expenses at the convention and a bonus. The 
third place winner will receive a cash prize 
covering all expenses at the convention. 

Papers must be 1,200 to 1,800 words in 
length and the writers must expect to attend 
the convention and to lead in discussions of 
the subjects on which they write. 

Use ‘of the same topics in local contests, 
sponsored by diocesan mission directors or 
school superintendents is permitted, but there 
will be no regional elimination contests. All 
decisions and awards will be made by the 
board of judges selected by the National 
Center staff 

Rules for the first contest require the dis- 
cussion of methods to spread the Catholic 
Faith, “ranging from those aimed at the con- 
versions of individuals to organized efforts 
for reaching numbers outside the Christian 
While the contest topics uses the 
word “Christian,” it is expected that all con- 
testants will treat the subject from the stand- 
point of the Catholic Faith. 

Rules for the second contest require the 
discussion of methods for the encouragement 
of vocational thinking among Catholic young 
people. 

Both contests will close Saturday, May 15. 
Winners will be announced in a special con- 
vention bulletin to be issued June 1, All 
papers should be addressed’ to the Crusade 
Castle, Shattuc Avenue, Cincinnati 26, Ohio. 


Holy Trinity Cathedral, Kingston, Jamaica 


JAMAICA — ISLE OF SPRING 


Cartos Lewis, S.V. D. 


@ 70,000 Catholics show missionary progress 


If you were to go to Florida and 
board a plane going south-east from 
Miami, you would reach the Carib- 
bean island of Jamaica in a few 
hours. This little island, called 
“Riviera of the West” and some- 
times the “Isle of Spring,” because 
of its healthful climate, is a field 
of splendid missionary achieve- 
ments. 

The island is about 4,450 square 
miles in area, that is to say, about 
the size of the state of Connecticut. 
It is the largest and most valuable 
of the British West Indian islands. 
The population is well over 1,237,- 
000, the vast majority being Ne- 
groes. Kingston the modern capital, 
has over 110,000. inhabitants. 
Though it is a crown colony, native 
Jamaicans have a large share in the 
government of, the island. 

Discovered by Columbus, the is- 
land soon came under Spanish rule. 
The’ Spaniards imported Negro 


slaves from Africa to replace the 
native Indians who were perishing 
rapidly because of overwork and 
harsh treatment. The island fell in 
1655 to the British who continued 
the importation of slaves. When 
the slave trade was abolished in 
1807, there were 320,000 slaves in 
Jamaica. Slavery itself was abol- 
ished in 1834. 

With the appointment of a Jesuit 
as Vicar Apostolic, the island came 
formally under the care of the 
Jesuit Fathers in 1855. The vicari- 
ate is today in charge of the Amer- 
ican Jesuits of the New England 
Province. In 1872 there were 
fewer than 6,000 Catholics in Ja- 
maica; today there are more than 
70,000. (Protestantism, divided 
among the many denominations, is 
predominant.) The Jesuits conduct 
St. George’s College, one of ‘the 
best secondary schools on the island, 
indeed, throughout the whole British 
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indeed, throughout the whole British 


81 


YOUNGSTERS AND ADULTS OF ST. JOSEPH’S CHURCH 


Spanish Town, Jamaica. 


West Indies. Thirty-two credit 
unions operate magnificently for the 


benefit of the people, thanks to the 
zeal of Father John P. Sullivan, 


S.J. They have attracted the in- 
terest of government officials. 
Seventy-two American — Jesuit 
Fathers labor on the island. Assist- 
ing them are five native priests — 
two seculars and three Jesuits — 


Rev. Francis Gilday, S.J., is at the right 


one Brother and one scholastic, both 
Jesuits. One of the secular priests, 
Father Gladstone Wilson, is the 
chancellor of the vicariate. A con- 
vert, he was ordained in 1931 in 
Rome, where he obtained doctorates 
in sacred theology, canon law and 
philosophy. Recently he was 
awarded the degree of Master of 
Arts in sociology by Fordham Uni- 


A RELIGIOUS PROCESSION IN JAMAICA 


ST. AUGUSTINE’S MESSENGER 


REV. GLADSTONE 0. WILSON, Ph.D., 
S.T.D., J.C.D., 

Chancellor of the Vicariate-Apostolic of 
Jamaica, B.W.I. 


versity after pursuing studies there. 
Five Jamaicans, Jesuit scholastics, 
are studying at the seminary of the 


Order in Weston, Mass. One of 
them will be ordained a priest in 
June, 1948. A Jamaican student is 
studying for the secular priesthood 
in Rome. 

Sharing the missionary labors are 
152 Sisters, of whom forty are 
natives. 

The progress.of the Church in 
Jamaica keeps pace with the island’s 
progress in other spheres. The 
“Riviera of the West” is indebted 
in no small way to the Church for 
her work in the fields of education, 
economics and health. The Cath- 
olic missions conduct fifty-five of 


the nation’s 692 schools, promote 
cooperative and housing projects, 
and staff a leper colony and a hos- 
pital. 

Within a few years the Jesuits 
will mark the centenary of the tak- 
ing over of the missions of Jamaica 
into their care. The results warrant 
a feeling of joy and gratitude; 
moreover, they augur well for still 
greater successes in the future. 


Willing. Acceptance of Laws 


“Now we know laws have been 
passed, out-lawing discrimination. But 
to make anti-discrimination effective, we 
must not only forbid it, we must have 
people who accept it willingly; and to 
have people who accept it willingly we 
must show them that this teaching is 
within the bounds of reason. They must 
be educated to overcome their preju- 
dices; to accept a person at his worth 
and not because of his race. And as 
Catholics we must take the lead in these 
matters.... We must then, all of us 
arise from our lethargy and indiffer- 
ence. ‘Too long have we nestled and 
cradled ourselves in self-satisfaction and 
security, meanwhile ignoring the wel- 
fare of our brethren. We are our 
brother’s keeper, no matter who, or . 
what he is.” 


Rev. Thomas A. Feucht, O.P. 
Portland, Ore. 


CITY OFFICIAL IN OHIO 


In a recent election in the city of 
Canton, Ohio, a Negro, Miss Esther 
Archer, won a seat in the City Council. 


A BATTLE WON 


The Ohio CIO won its battle against 
the Neil House Coffee Shop, Columbus, 
Ohio, when the hotel announced that 
it had abandoned its jim crow policy. 
The fight had started last year when 
the coffee shop employees refused to 
serve the Negro delegates to the Na- 
tional CIO Educational Conference. 
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(S.V. D. = Societas Verbi Divini Socie 


1947-1948 
phi 
ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGU Priests _ 
St. Anselm’s, Chicago, Ill. .. eee 4 
St. Elizabeth’s, Chicago, Ill. £ R 3 


ARCHDIOCESE OF NEW ORLEANS 
Blessed Martin de Porres, Davant, La. , 
St. Joseph’s, Bohemia, La. “ne : \ 2 
St. Sophie’s, Phoenix, La. 


ARCHDIOCESE OF ST. LOUIS 


St. Nicholas’, St. Louis, Mo. P a 
Brothers... ARCHDIOCESE OF SAN FRANCISCO - 


St. Benedict the Moor, San Francisco, Calif. 1 
St Patrick’s, Oakland, Calif. : 


DIOCESE OF AUSTIN ‘ 
St. Peter Claver’s, Taylor, Tex. . 1 


DIOCESE OF LAFAYETTE 
Immaculate Heart of Mary, Lafayette, La. 
St. John Vianney’s, Mouton Switch, La. 
Notre Dame, St. Martinville, La. 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help, St. John, La. \ 
St. Anthony’s, Cade, La. J 
Our Lady of the Rosary, Jeanerette, La. 
St. Peter’s, Julien Hill, La. 
St. Peter’s, Glencoe, La. 
St. Benedict the Moor, Duson, La. \ 
Blessed Martin de Porres, Scott, La. 
St. Joseph’s, Maurice, La. f 
St. Jules’, Franklin, La. y 
Immaculate Conception, Verdunville, La. t 
Holy Rosary Institute Trade School, Lafayette, La. 1 


DIOCESE OF LITTLE ROCK 
St. Augustine’s, North Little Rock, Ark. af 
St. Bartholomew’s, Liftle Rock, Ark. . 1 
St. Peter’s, Pine Bluff, Ark. 1 


DIOCESE OF NATCHEZ 
Christ the King, Jackson, Miss. 1 
Holy Ghost, Jackson, Miss. 
Immaculate Conception, Clarksdale, Miss. ce 
Sacred Heart, Greenville, Miss. 
St. Francis of Assisi, Yazoo City, Miss. 
St. Joseph’s, Meridian, Miss. 
St. Mary’s, Vicksburg, Miss. 
St. Rese de Lima, Bay Saint Louis, Miss. 
St. Augustine’s Seminary, Bay Saint Louis, Miss. 
(S.V.D. Brothers 15; Candidates 3) } 


and Sisters join efforts... 


HeNyNe 


DIOCESE OF TRENTON 
Our Lady of the Divine Shepherd, Trenton, N. J. . 2 
St. Peter Claver’s, Asbury Park, N. J. 2 


* High School pupils included. ‘Conducting religious instruction classes. *T 
(Techny, Ill.), 40 Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament (Cornwells Heights, fa.), 
Sisters of St. Francis (Milwaukee, Wis.), 8 Sisters of the Most Precious Picoa 
Dominican Sisters (Caldwell, N. J.), 2 Helpers of the Holy Souls (New York, N. ¥ 
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BIN THE UNITED STATES © 


ivini Society of the Divine Word) 
b47—1948 


% BAPTISMS Lay 
‘Priests Catholics Infants Adults Pupils Sisters Teachers 


4,100 187 228 700 14 3 
1,600 84 206 1,236* 22 6 
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86 2 < ie = 
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664 20 a8 | oe 


750 55 


...in bringing children... 
12 
10 


Boarders 
Brother) 


316 29 
485 17 19 + 


59 21,107 916 751 * 7,451 160° 37 


classes. * Total includes 68 Missionary Sisters Servants of the Holy Ghost 
ights, fa.), 18 Sisters of the Holy Family (New Orleans, La.), 12 School 
Pcious Blood (O’Fallon, Mo.), 6° Franciscan Sisters (Youngstown, Ohio), 4 
pw York, N. Y.), 2 Sisters of Charity of the Blessed Virgin Mary (Dubuque, Ia.) 
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Our Lady of the Divine Shepherd, Trenton, N. J. 
St. Peter Claver’s, Asbury Park, N. J. 
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VERY REV. WILLIAM BAUER, S.V. D. 
Newly-appointed Provincial of the Southern 
Province of the Society of the Divine Word 


New Provincial Appointed 
In the autumn of 1940 Father 


William Bauer, S.V.D., gave up his 


office as procurator here at Saint 
Augustine’s to take over his newly as- 
signed post as rector of Holy Ghost 
Mission House, East Troy, Wis. Since 
his ordination in 1933 Father Bauer had 
been stationed at the Bay where he 
efficiently fulfilled his duties of procura- 
tor and professor. When he left the 
Bay he may have had hopes of return- 
ing after he had completed his term of 
rectorship.. However, with the comple- 
tion of this latter office in 1946 he was 
appointed procurator at Saint Mary’s 
Mission House, Techny, Ill., and his 
hopes of returning South were cast 
aside. 

Providence, however, had other plans 
and in the latter part of the past Febru- 
ary these plans came to light when Very 
Rev. Father Joseph F. Eckert, S.V. D., 
Provincial of the Southern Province of 
the Society of the Divine Word since 
1940, announced to the community here 
at St. Augustine’s that Father William 
‘Bauer has been appointed as the new 
Provincial of our Southern Province. 
The new Provincial will take office at 
the close of the present school year. 
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At the same time the new Provincial 
Council was announced and its mem- 
bers are as follows: Father Christian 
Baker, S.V. D., who has been teaching 
philosophy and dogmatic theology at 
St. Augustine’s since 1931 and who has 
also done wonderful work in the landscap- 
ing of our park, was appointed Assistant 
Provincial. Prior to election to his new 
office Father Baker was Vice-Rector. 
The present Provincial, Father Joseph 
F. Eckert, will remain on the council 
as admonitor. Filling the offices of con- 
sultors will be Father John Kemper, 
S.V.D., the present Assistant Provin- 
cial, and Father Anthony Bourges, 
S.V. D., pastor of Immaculate Heart of 
Mary Church, Lafayette, La. Father 
Bourges is the first colored priest to 
hold this office. 


To our new Very Rev. Father Pro- 
vincial and to his council, we extend 
a hearty welcome at the same time 
promising them whole-hearted coopera- 
tion in the fulfillment of their offices. 


Students Gain Decisive Victory 


In a basketball game packed 
with much skillful playing our students 
gained a decisive victory over the cagers 
of Our Mother of Sorrows of Biloxi, 
Miss., in a double-header played here 
at the Seminary. The junior teams had 
their games first, the final score of 
which was: St. Augustine’s Juniors 30, 
Our Mother of Sorrows’ Juniors 18. 
Next came the opposing senior teams. 
In the first quarter Biloxi led by a small 
margin. The next quarter saw St. 
Augustine in the lead by a basket or 
two. After the half Biloxi put up a 
great battle and the score zig-zagged 
until the final quarter when the Semina- 
tians began to drop the ball in from 
all angles with amazing precision. Yep, 
Captain Wilbert “Wub” Lemelle and 
his boys Jimmy Perry, Everett Wil- 
liams, Fisher “Junior” Robinson, and 
James “Sam” Lastrapes had the ball 
rolling through the goal, producing that 
familiar “string music.” When the 
whistle sounded the game’s end the 
score board read: St. Augustine’s 58, 
Visitors 41. 


ST. AUGUSTINE’S MESSENGER 


St. Thomas Aquinas Honored 


Each year on March 7th, all 
Catholic major seminaries celebrate the 
feast of their patron, the Angelic Doc- 
tor, Saint Thomas Aquinas. It is cus- 
tomary for a program to be presented 
in his honor. On the eve of the feast 
the major seminarians here at Saint 
Augustine’s honored the Angelic Doctor 
with a program held in our auditorium. 
The principal talks were delivered by 
Fraters John LaBauve, S.V.D., and 
Curtis Washington, S.V.D. Included 
in the program was also a polyphonic 
rendition by the Fraters of “O Sacrum 
Convivium’ the words of which were 
written by Saint Thomas. The choral 
setting to this text was harmoniously 
executed by an unknown composer. 


Missioner from Japan Visits 
Seminary 


The former regional of the Di- 
vine Word Missions in Japan, Father 
John Ponzelet, S.V.D., spent a few 
days here at St. Augustine’s enroute to 


St. Mary’s Mission House, Techny, Ill. 
Elected as delegate, Father Ponzelet at- 
tended the General Chapter of the So- 
ciety of the Divine Word held at Rome 
in the fall of the past year. After the 


Chapter Father journeyed down to Brazil 
where he visited the many Japanese liv- 
ing there. His destination on leaving 
the States will be his missions in Japan. 


BOYS WHO HAVE FINISHED OR WHO 
ARE ABOUT TO FINISH THE sth 
GRADE — 
Would you like to become 
Missionary Priests? 


If so, then don’t delay, write to Rev. 
Father Prefect for information about en- 
tering ST. AUGUSTINE’S SEMINARY 
this fall. 


Boys of the sth, 6th and 7th Grade! 


DO YOU, TOO, WISH TO 
BECOME PRIESTS? 


Keep this holy resolution alive in your 
hearts by joining the 


FUTURE PRIEST CLUB 


It’s easy to join. There are no dues, 
Just write to Rev. Father Director, The 
Future Priest Club, St. Augustine’s Sem- 
inary, Bay Saint Louis, Miss. He will 
send you a membership card and the free 
club paper, “The Shepherd.” 


MISSIONARY BROTHERS OF THE SOCIETY OF THE DIVINE WORD 
The Brothers’ Community here at the Seminary including professed Brothers, Novices and 
Candidates 
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Provincial of the Southern Province of 
the Society of the Divine Word since 
1940, announced to the community here 
at St. \ugustine’s that Father William 
Zauer has been appointed as the new 
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The new Provincial will take office at 
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\t the same time the new Provincial 
Council was announced and its mem- 
bers are as follows: Father Christian 
Baker, S.V.D., who has been teaching 
philosophy and dogmatic theology at 
St. Augustine's since 1931 and who has 
also done wonderful work in the landscap- 
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vincial and to his council, we extend 
a hearty welcome at the same time 
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where he visited the many Japanese liv- 
ing there. His destination on leaving 
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Father Prefect for information about en- 
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No Discrimination in Jesuit Schools 


According to a recent survey of 
Jesuit schools in the United States 
made by Father Francis K. Drolet, 
S.J., of Woodstock College, Wood- 
stock, Md., there are fifty Jesuit 
universities, colleges and high 


schools in this country which are in- 
terracial in as much as they admit 
qualified Negro students without 
any discrimination whatsoever. 


In these 23 universities and col- 
leges and 27 high schools, located 
from the Atlantic Ocean to the Pa- 
cific Ocean, there are about 500 Ne- 
gro students in a total of over 106,- 
000 students. St. Louis University 
has the largest Negro enrollment — 
150 students. Fordham University 
in New York has 102. 


The names of these schools are: 


Universities and Colleges: 

Boston College, Chestnut Hill, Newton, 
Mass. 

Canisius College, Buffalo, N. Y. 

Creighton University, Omaha, Nebr. 

Bee University, Bronx, New York, 
N. Y. 

Georgetown University, Washington, 
D.C. 

Gonzaga University, Spokane, Wash. 

Holy Cross College, Worcester, Mass. 

John Carroll University, University 
Heights, Cleveland, Ohio 

LeMoyne College, Syracuse, N. Y. 

Loyola University, Chicago, Ill. 

Loyola University of Los Angeles, Los 
Angeles, Calif. 

Marquette University, Milwauke, Wis. 

Regis College, Denver, Colo. 

Rockhurst College, Kansas City, Mo. 

St. Joseph’s College, Philadelphia, Pa. 

St. Louis University, St. Louis, Mo. 

St. Peter’s College, Jersey City, N. J. 

Santa Clara University, Santa Clara, 
Calif. 


88 


Scranton University, Scranton, Pa. 

Seattle College, Seattle, Wash. 

University of Detroit, Detroit, Mich. 

University of San Francisco, San Fran- 
cisco, Calif. 

Xavier University, Cincinnati, Ohio 


High Schools: 


Bellarmine High School, Tacoma, 
Wash. 

Bellarmine Preparatory High School, 
San Jose, Calif. 

Boston College High School, Boston, 
Mass. ‘ 

Brooklyn Preparatory High School, 
New York City, N. Y. 

Canisius High School, Buffalo, N. Y. 

Cheverus High School, Portland, Me. 

Creighton High School, Omaha, Nebr. 

Fairfield College Preparatory High 
School, Fairfield, Conn. 

Fordham High School, Bronx, N. Y. 

Gonzaga High School, Spokane, Wash. 

Loyola Academy, Chicago, Ill. 

Loyola High School, Los Angeles, 
Calif. 

Marquette University High School, 
Milwaukee, Wis. 

Regis High School, Denver, Colo. 

Regis High School, New York, N. Y. 

Rockhurst High School, Kansas City, 
Mo. 

St. Ignatius High School, Chicago, Ill. 

St. Ignatius High School, Cleveland, 
Ohio 

St. Ignatius High School, San Fran- 
cisco, Calif. 

St. Joseph’s College High School, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

St. Louis University High School, St. 
Louis, Mo. 

St. Peter’s High, Jersey City, N. J. 

St. Xavier High School, Cincinnati, 
Ohio 

Scranton Preparatory High School. 
Scranton, Pa. 

Seattle Preparatory High School, Seat- 
tle, Wash. 

University of Detroit High School, 
Detroit, Mich. 

Xavier High School, New York, N. Y. 


APRIL SAINTS 


OUR LADY OF THE SACRED HEART 
Pray for us and recommend us to Thy Divine 
Son’s Heart 

April 4 — St. Benedict the Moor 
St. Benedict was born at San 


Fradello, a village near Messina in 
Sicily. His parents were African Ne- 


groes. Their son Benedict was a very 
devout child. At the early age of 10, 
he was called, “The Holy Moor.” In 
later life, Benedict became a simple lay 
Brother in the convent of St. Mary of 
Jesus near Palermo. When it was de- 
cided that this house of St. Mary of 
Jesus be converted into a convent of 
the reform, Benedict a simple Negro 
cook, was chosen to be the superior. 
He also held the offices of Vicar of the 
convent and Novice-Master. As a 
Novice-Master, he was quite success- 
ful; for he possessed the power to read 
the thoughts of men as well as a great 
sympathy for the troubled, the needy 
and the afflicted. St. Benedict the Moor 
died at the age of 63. Let us ask this 
devout and humble Saint to pray for 
the many Negroes that are outside the 
true fold. 


April 16 — St. Benedict Labre 


In the eighteenth century Bene- 
dict Joseph Labre was born in the vil- 
lage in the diocese of Boulogne. As a 
little boy, he felt that he had a voca- 


tion to the service of God. He wished 
to completely abandon the world. He 
made a number of attempts to embrace 
the religious life; but failed. When all 
seemed hopeless, his true vocation 
dawned upon him. He came to the 
conviction that his true vocation was 
to follow the Evangelical counsels of 
perfection without turning his back on 
the world. With this object in view 
he embarked upon a life of. pilgrimages 
which led him to the principal shrines 
of Western Europe. St. Benedict 
Labre had an outstanding love for the 
Blessed Sacrament. He is often called 
the Saint of the “Forty Hours,” since 
he had a great love for this devotion. 
He died in the year 1783. Let us ask 
this Saint to pray that we may have 
an ardent devotion to Jesus in the 
Blessed Eucharist. 


April 28 — St. Paul of the Cross 


On May 3, 1694, St. Paul of 
the Cross, the founder of the Passionists 
was born at Ovada in Piedmont. His 
parents were exemplary Christians. In 
the year 1720, ‘in three extraordinary 
visions, he beheld a black habit. On 
it were inscribed the Name of Jesus 
written in white characters, surmounted 
by a white cross. The meaning of 
these visions became intelligible to him 
in later life; for he became the founder 
of the Passionist Order. St. Paul of 
the Cross was endowed with extraor- 
dinary gifts. He was able to prophesy 
future events, to heal the sick. Even 
during his lifetime, he appeared on 
various occasions to persons who were 
far away. He died on October 18, 1775 
in Rome, in the Eternal City. Let us 
ask this Saint to give us a love for 
Jesus Christ, “The Man of Sorrows.” 


April 30 — St. Erconwald 


St. Erconwald was of royal 
blood and is said to have been the son 
of an East Anglian prince who is called 
sometimes Annas and sometimes Uffa 
or Offa. He left his own country and 
retired into the kingdom of the East 
Saxons, where he spent his considerable 
fortune in founding two monasteries. 
Venerable Bede says that God honored 
St. Erconwald with the gift of miracles. 
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APRIL SAINTS 


OUR LADY OF THE SACRED HEART 
Pray for us and recommend us to Thy Divine 
Son’s Heart 


April 4 — St. Benedict the Moor 


St. Benedict was born at San 
Fradello, a village near Messina in 
Sicily. His parents were African Ne- 
groes. ‘Their son Benedict was a very 
devout child. At the early age of 10, 
he was called, “The Holy Moor.” In 
later life, Benedict became a simple lay 
Brother in the convent of St. Mary of 
Jesus near Palermo, When it was de- 
cided that this house of St. Mary of 
Jesus be converted into a convent of 
the reform, Benedict a simple N 
cook, was chosen to be the superior. 
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convent and  Novice-Master. Ng 
Novice-Master, he was quite success- 
ful; for he possessed the power to read 
the thoughts of men as well as a great 
sympathy for the troubled, the needy 
and the afflicted. St. Benedict the Moor 
died at the age of 63. Let us ask this 
devout and humble Saint to pray for 
the many Negroes that are outside the 
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blood and is said to have been the son 
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sometimes .\nnas and sometimes Ufia 
or Offa. He left his own country and 
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“Quote and Unquote 4 


@ What Others Are Saying Of 
@ And About the Negro 


Ideals and Practice 


“The American people believe firmly 
in the democratic way of life. Early 
they formulated the principles of 
equality and liberty as the moral basis 
upon which they built a nation. The 
American ideal of the essential dignity 
of the individual as a human being, the 
ideal of the fundamental equality of all 
men, their right to freedom, to justice 
and to a fair opportunity — these are 
understood, appreciated and cherished 
by all Americans regardless of race, 
creed, or national origin. The American 
people believe very strongly in their 
philosophy. They manifest this in the 
interest they show in the welfare of 
other democracies. 

“In practice, however, the American 
people evidence great inconsistency. 
These ideals are only partially attained. 
Prejudices based on race, on religion, 
and on national origin result in wide- 
spread discrimination. These prejudices 
are in constant conflict with the Ameri- 
can ideals, Now and then one becomes 
aware of this confusion and contradic- 
tion in his own attitudes. Some of the 
American people are ashamed of this 
inconsistency and are anxious to rectify 
the situation.” 

Mrs. A. H. Haynes, Ph.D. 


Where to Begin 

“Tf we really wish to effect the re- 
construction of society, the first place 
to begin is in our relations with one 
another. If we look at ourselves honest- 
ly, we discover that we need, basically, 
love for one another. I do not niean 
a sentiment that comes and goes with 
passing whims, but the steady flame of 
Christian love that animates all good 
souls. The world needs bitterly the 
love of man for man; the love of Chi- 
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nese for Japanese; of the Negro for the 
White; of the Pole for the Russian; of 
the Irish for-the Jews; of the Ameri- 
can for all the world. Love is not for 
the weak; it is for the strong. For 
only the strong can quell the pangs of 
envy; only the strong can grapple with 
the tearing tentacles of hate. Only the 
strong man can accept his brother on 
terms of honest equality, without ran- 
cor, with the love of brother for 
brother.” 

Most Rev. Bernard Sheil, D.D. 

Auxiliary Bishop of Chicago 


Must Be Seen to be 
“Misappreciated” 


“Have you ever listened to the cry 
of an unseen infant? Sure you have. 
Can you, without seeing the child, tell 
the baby’s color? We know the cry 
emanates from a human being, but color 
has nothing to do with being a member 
of the human race. White or colored 
does not change our human properties. 
We are, whether white or colored, crea- 
tures of God, made to His image and 
likeness. As such there is no place for 
our acquired prejudice against the col- 
ored man. We are prejudiced because 
of lack of education and understand- 
ing, not because we were endowed with 
that prejudice. The message of Christ, 
love and tolerance and mercy is one 
that deserves application particularly in 
the white man’s approach to the Negro 
problem. We, the whites, made the 
Negro what he is. We as whites, can 
never forget that. It is therefore up to 
us to solve the problem. It can be 
done. It will be done. It must be done. 
Prayer, education, tolerance and under- 
standing are the weapons we must use.” 

Thomas F. Ritt 
New York, N. Y. 


BRIGHT SPOTS IN THE NEWS 


A Mixed State Guard 


The Governor of New Jersey, Al- 
fred E. Driscoll, has forbidden segrega- 
tion in the New Jersey State National 
Guard. In making this decision, the 
Governor went against the national 
policy as applied to the regular army. 
But the action was in accord with the 
efforts of “The Garden State” to pro- 
vide equality for all of its citizens un- 
der the bill of rights clause in its new 
constitution. 


Cutting Down on Jim Crow 


In Charlottesville, Virginia, a 12-old 
segregated branch of the Public Li- 
brary was closed down, and all facili- 
ties of the main Public Library were 
opened to colored citizens. This move 
followed the passage of a resolution by 
the local Library Board, that said in 
part: “There appears to be no occasion 
at this time for segregation of the races 
in their use of the city library... the 
experience of other Virginia cities has 
demonstrated that operation of separate 
facilities is unnecessary.” We wish 
other public facilities in this and in other 
Southern cities would be affected by 
the same conclusion. 


A Minor Encroachment on Jim 
Crow 


A Negro student entered the Univer- 
sity of Arkansas Law School last Feb- 
ruary. There was no incident, or op- 
position. Rather he was treated as 
merely another student, with the ex- 
ception that he has a special classroom 
all to himself. 


More Activity Against Segregation 


The Massachusetts Senate passed a 
bill prohibiting discrimination against a 
person in housing projects because of 
race, color, creed or religion. 

At Albany, New York, similar bills 
were introduced, designed to outlaw dis- 
crimination in educational institutions at 
every level. 

In Maryland, the State Commission 
to Study Negro Problems recommended 


to Governor Lane that the “jim-crow” 
laws be repealed. 

In Virginia, five bills to abolish se- 
gregation in the State (with the excep- 
tion of separate schools for white and 
colored) were introduced in the General 
Assembly by Delegate W. H. C. Mur- 
ray of Richmond. 

In Missouri, a civil rights bill was 
introduced in the House by Rep. Wil- 
liam Massingale, colored assemblyman 
from St. Louis. This bill was intended 
to punish any act of exclusion of any 
person from places of public accommo- 
dation, resort, or amusement because of 
race, religion, color or nationality. 


First Negro to Head Group 


Dr. E. Franklin Frazier, head of the 
department of sociology at Howard 
University, has assumed the position of 
president of the American Sociological 
Society, for the present year, 1948. Dr. 
Frazier, elected at the annual meeting 
in New York, last December, is the 
first Negro to head this group. 


First Graduate 


Thaddeus James Collins, a seaman 
2/c, was a recent graduate from the | 
Naval School of Photography at the 
U. S. Naval Air Station, Pensacola, 
Fla. Seaman Collins, who majored in 
aeronautical engineering for one year 
at Tuskegee Institute, is the first Negro 
to attend and complete the course at 
the Pensacola base. 


The Board of World Relief Agency 


Five prominent Negroes have been 
named to the Board of Directors of the 
federated group of foreign relief or- 
ganization, recently organized as the 
American Overseas Aid-United Nations 
Appeal for Children. They are Dr. 
Charles S. Johnson, President of Fisk 
University ; Mrs. Robert L. Vann, Pub- 
lisher-Treasurer of the Pittsburgh 
Courier; J. E. Stamps, Manager, Social 
Security Board of Chicago; Dr. Eva C. 
Mitchell of Hampton Institute; and Dr. 
Thomas M. Campbell, U. S. Agricul- 
tural representative, Tuskegee Institute. 
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With our SVD Fathers 


on the Colored Missions 


A “Kinder” Band 

\ that’s just what Father Conrad 
Kinder, S.V. D., has at St. Rose Schoo! 
in Bay St. Louis, Miss. — a “kinder” 
band, a children’s band (“kinder” is a 
German ‘word meaning “children’”’). 
Made up mostly of grammar school stu- 
dents, this budding organization has al- 
ready made several public appearances. 
They played at the Golden Wedding 
Anniversary of Mr. and Mrs. Albert 
Dessalles recently celebrated in the 
parish. ‘They marched, or at least the 
drummers did, in the Mardi Gras parade 
that began at the school playground and 
marched down several streets. Father 
is ‘aiming at a 50-piece organization, 
which he hopes to make the best in 
Bay St. Louis. 


New School 


Father Joseph Holken, $.V. D., will 
soon start building a new school in 
Little Rock, Arkansas. The old school 
has been torn down, and at present 
the pupils have classes in the audito- 
rium. The ground for the new build- 
ing had to be filled in. You can be sure 


that the new school will meet all quali- 
fications. 


“Perambulator” 

During the holy season of Lent, the 
Rey. John Walter Bowman, S.V. D., 
our traveling missionary, went up to 
Jackson, Mississippi, to give a mission 
at the Holy Ghost Church, which is in 
charge of the $.V.D. Fathers. The 
Rev. Francis Tetzlaff, $.V.D., is the 
pastor. His assistant is the energetic 
Father William Jans, $.V. D., who was 
appointed to the post less than a year 
ago. 

Father Bowman’s next assignment 
took him to Vicksburg, Miss., for a mis- 
sion at St. Mary’s Church, where he 
was welcomed by the pastor, Father 
Francis Baltes, S.V.D., and his jovial 
assistant, Father Stanley Gootee, 
S.V.D. 


Basketball 


Rev. Alexander Leedie, S.V.D., as- 
sistant pastor of St. Peter Claver’s 
Church in Asbury Park, N. J., is active 
in the field of sports, among other 


- 


BROTHER STILLFRIED, S.V.D., standing before the Administration Building of the Holy 

Rosary Institute Trade School. Brother is Prefect of Boys and Instructor in Carpentry. The 

Institute, which became coeducational last year, has an enrollment of 180 boys and girls. It is 

staffed by the Sisters of the Holy Family from New Orleans, La. The Rev. Charles H. 
Windolph, S.V.D., is the Director of the School 
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THE GOLDEN WED- 
DING CELEBRATION 
of Mr, and Mrs. Al- 
bert Dessalles. The 
ceremony took place 
on January 11, of this 
year, at St. Rose de 
Lima Church, Bay 
Saint Louis, Miss, 
The two flower girls 
are great-grandchil- 
dren of the happy 
couple 


things. Just recently, the basketball 
team of St. Thomas’ Church in New 
York, with its subs and loyal support- 
ers, made the trip to Asbury Park to 
engage Father Leedie’s court stars in 
a scoring duel. 


Golden Wedding 


On this page you will see the picture 
taken at the golden wedding celebration 
of Mr, and Mrs. Albert Desalles of St. 
Rose de Lima Parish, Bay St. Louis, 


Miss. ‘The ceremony took place on the 
Feast of the Holy Family, January 11th. 
The jubilee Mass was celebrated and 
the sermon delivered by the Rev. 
Arthur C. Winters, S.V.D. The re- 
newal of the marriage vows was con- 
ducted in the French language by the 
pastor, Father Conrad Kinder, $.V. D. 
Children, grandchildren and _ great- 
grandchildren were present. A wed- 
ding banquet was given in the afternoon 
for the jubilarians in St. Rose School 
Hall, and the “bride” and “groom” re- 
ceived many presents. The Dessalles 
were married in old St. Ann’s Church, 
New Orleans, La., fifty years ago. 


—— 


Help to Clothe and Feed the 
Needy 


When I attended the General Chapter of 
the Society of the Divine Word last Fall, I 
traveled a few weeks in Germany. The 
misery which I saw there cannot be con- 
ceived unless one has seen it for himself. 


Priests, Sisters and lay people asked me if 
I could obtain old clothing for them, or food 
of all kinds, especially fats, sugar, flour and 
meat. If readers have any articles to do- 
nate in God’s Name, articles such as clothing, 
suits, overcoats, dresses, cassocks for im- 
poverished priests, blankets, woolens, good 
shoes, etc., send these articles to me and I 
will forward them to needy people or priests. 

Very Rev. Joseph F. Eckert, S.V.D. 

St. Augustine’s Seminary 

Bay Saint Louis, Miss. 
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REMEMBER OUR FRIENDS 


“It is therefore a holy and wholesome 
thought to pray for the dead...” 
(2 Mac. 12, 46) 


In your charity please pray for the repose 
of the souls of: 

Rev Louis Savouré, who died in Lakeland, 
La., January 27, 1948; 

Sister Mary Aurora, S.Sp.S., who died in 
Baguio, Philippines, January 15, 1948; 

Sister Mary Bonosa, S.Sp.S., who died in 
Steyl, Holland, January 19, 1948; 

Sister Mary Caecilita, S.Sp.S., who died in 
Germany, January 17, 1948; 

Sister Mary Hildebalda, S.Sp.S., who died 
in China,, February 10, 1948; 

Sister Mary Julida, S.Sp.S., who died in 
China, February 10, 1948; 

George Dudink, who died in Chicago, IIl., 
January, 1948; 

Giles Tuggles, who died in Chicago, Il. 
February, 1948. 

May their souls, and the souls of all the 
faithful departed, through the mercy of God, 
rest in peace. Amen. 
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York, with its subs and loyal support- 
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engage Father Leedie’s court stars in 
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Help to Clothe and Feed the 
Needy 


When I attended the General Chapter of 
the Society of the Divine Word last Fall, I 
traveled a few weeks in Germany. The 
misery which I saw there cannot be con- 
ceived unless one has seen it for himself. 


ST. AUGUSTINE’S MESSENGER 


Priests, Sisters and lay people asked me if 
I could obtain old clothing for them, or food 
of all kinds, especially fats, sugar, flour and 
meat. If readers have any articles to do- 
nate in God’s Name, articles such as clothing, 
suits, overcoats, dresses, cassocks for im- 
poverished priests, blankets, woolens, good 
shoes, etc., send these articles to me and I 
will forward them to needy people or priests. 

Very Rev. Joseph F. Eckert, S.V.D. 

St. Augustine’s Seminary 

Bay Saint Louis, Miss. 
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REMEMBER OUR FRIENDS 


“It is therefore a holy and wholesome 
thought to pray for the dead A 
(2 Ma 


2. 46) 


In your charity please pray for the repose 
of the souls of: 
Rez yavouré, Who dizd in’ Lakeland, 
1938; 
Mary .turora, SSp.S.. who died in 
uio, Philippines, January 15, 1948; 
ster Mary Bonosa, S.Sp.8., who died in 
, Holland, January 19, 1948; 

Sister Mary Caccilita, S.Sp.S., who died in 
Germany, January 17, 1948; 
i Mary I1ild ta, S.Sp.S., who died 

February 10, 1948; 

Mar. ie 
China, February 

George Dudink, who died in Chicago. Hl. 
January, 1948; 

Giles Tuggles. who died in’ Chicago. Ml 
February, 1948. 

May their souls, and the souls of 
faithful departed, through the mercy ot ¢ 
rest in peace. Amen. 
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My dear Boys and Girls: 


Did you ever hear that the great Ne- 
gro educator, Booker T, Washington, 
once traveled 500 miles on foot to earn 
an education? Well, he did. When he 
was a young man he walked 500 long 
and weary miles to Hampton Institute 
in Virginia in order to be allowed to 
study there. He arrived with just five 


cents in his pocket. 


One of the teachers examined him. 
But Booker T. was poor in his studies. 
Why? He had had little opportunity 
to read and learn as a boy. As a re- 
sult, the teacher was about to send him 
back home to continue hard manual 
work. 

But, no, the teacher did not do that. 
She decided to give Booker ‘T. another 
chance, since he had come from such 
a long distance, and since he was so 
much in earnest. This time the teacher 
wisely gave him a different kind’ of en- 
trance examination. What was it? 

The young would-be student was told 
to sweep and dust one of the school- 
rooms. Booker TT. cleaned that room 
well! He did it so thoroughly and 
neatly that his teacher decided to keep 
him and not send him back home. 

Booker T. was neat, clean and 
thorough in everything that he under- 
took. He finally became a very great 
and famous man, the founder of Tuske- 
gee Institute in Alabama where 1,500 
colored students are now studying. 

So, you see, my dear Boys and Girls, 
that neatness and thoroughness count 
for something after all. Moral: Try 
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to be neat and thorough in all that you 
do. 
MY MAIL BAG 

Dear Father Cheer-Up: Here is a draw- 
ing I made of our church and school here in 
Vicksburg. I hope you like it. I also hope 
it wins a prize. I want to become an artist 
after I finish school, I enjoy reading the 
MESSENGER every month, As editor of 
our school paper, “St. Mary’s Highlights,” 
I am interested in all bulletins and school 
magazines, 

Bruce Payne, Jr., 12th grade 
130644 South St. 
Vicksburg, Miss. 

Greetings, Bruce! Hope that you become a 
great newspaper man some day. I am glad 
you like the Mrssencrr. Do you tell others 
to read it? Write again. 


Dear Father Cheer-Up: Since I like to 
draw and paint I decided to draw a picture 
for ST. AUGUSTINE’S MESSENGER con- 
test. The name of the picture is “Our Lady.” 
I am in the sixth grade at Our Lady Academy 
and I was 11 years old in December. 

Mary Elmira Smith, age 11 
P. 0. Box 296 
Manteno, Illinois 

Mary, your drawing is neat. I suppose 
your teachers take pains to stress this im- 
portant point. Thanks. Won't you write 
again, please? 


Dear Father Cheer-Up: I’m writing you 
these few remarks to let you know that I 
Saw your message in the magazine. Thank 
you because I like to draw. I’m in the 
eighth grade. I go to St. Francis School. 
Here is my drawing. 

Willie Smith, age 16 
P. 0. Box 384 
Yazoo City, Miss. 


ST. AUGUSTINE’S MESSENGER 


That drawing of the Christmas Crib is 
original. Fine, Willie! I never saw a pic- 
ture of the crib with a horse in it. That's 
what makes your picture so original. 


Dear Father Cheer-Up: How are you feel- 
ing? Fine — I hope. I am sending you these 
stamps, they aren’t much but I think they 
will help. I will send you some more as 
soon as I get some more. 

Patricia St. Julien, age 12 
2615 Toulouse St. 
New Orleans, La. 


Thanks a million for the stamps, Patricia. 
Whenever you send us stamps you help the 
Missions and Missionaries. 


Dear Father Cheer-Up: I am enclosing one 
picture of the “Church of Christians,” so that 
I may enter your contest. This picture has 
no marks except the title. 


Lawrence B. Blouin, age 12 

1220 S. Miro St. 

New Orleans, La. 
Lawrence, -your drawing is historic. Do 
you read history books? That is one good 
way to learn things. Write again sometime. 


Dear Father Cheer-Up: I have been read- 
ing your MESSENGER and I like the “Chil- 
dren’s Corner” very much. Father. when are 
you going to visit our church? Our church 
celebrated its 25th aniversary on Thanks- 
giving Day. It was a great success. The 
picture in the book is very good so I drew 
one on my handkerchief that I got for Christ- 
mas. Junior, my brother that serves on the 
altar, said “Hello” to you and the other 
priests in the Seminary. I have the best 
school teacher and I have a nice music 
teacher. 

Laura Mary Williams, 8th grade 
1914 Anna St. 
Shreveport, La. 

That is a very nice letter Laura. If ever 
I get the opportunity to travel near Shreve- 
port, I will try to visit your church. You 
are fortunate to have good teachers. Lots of 
luck to your in your music! 


PEN-AND-INK CONTEST 


Just oodles and oodles of drawings are com- 
ing in for the contest, and I. must say that 
they are good! That’s the spirit! Keep 
those letters and drawings coming this way! 
Don’t forget that the winning pictures will 
be published in the “Children’s Corner” each 
month. Here are the lucky ones for -this 
month : 


ANA, 


MADONNA AND CHILD 
Drawn by Mary Louise Wright, grade 12 
833 Hopkins St., Augusta, Ga. 


CHURCH 
Drawn by Cleveland Briscoe 
P. 0. Box 112, Sunset, La. 


“FRANKIE” 
Drawn by John Porter, age 10 
1016 Lyons St., New Orleans, La. 


ST. AUGUSTINE’S MESSENGER 


DRESSED FOR A PARTY 
Drawn by Theresé E. Geis, age 14 
208 Burkhardt Ave., Dayton 3, Ohio 


For these swell pen-and-ink drawings Mary 
Louise, John, Cleveland and Therese will 
receive a Guardian Angel Medal, a booklet 
about Our Lady of Fatima, and a whole 
year’s FREE subscription to St. AUGUSTINE'S 
MESSENGER. 

Deserving of HONORABLE MENTION 
are the following very nice pen-and-ink draw- 
ings which have been sent in by boys and 
girls during the contest: 

“The Sacred Heart” by George Cook, age 
40, 6127 N. Paulina St., Chicago 26, Ill. 

“Mary and the Christ Child’ by Dorothy 
Maynor, 261 Bellingham, Tacoma, Wash. 

“The Blessed Virgin” by Bernice Jolivette, 
Sunset, La. . 

“The Bishop” by John Reaux, Box 444, 
Abbeville, La. 


“Dick Tracy” by Robert Smith, age 14, 
3111 Royston Ave., Baltimore 14, Md. 

“Dagwood Bumstead” by Carl Blouin, 1220 
S. Miro St., New Orleans 13, La. 

“I Just Wonder” by John Hebert, age 11, 
2211 Belden St., Lake Charles, La. 

“A Snooper” by Mary Louise Meier, age 
11, 227 East 5th St., Winona, Minn. 

“Flying Tiger Airplane” by Curtis Wil- 
liams, age 11, Holy Family School, Mande- 
ville, La. 

“Little Red Riding Hood” by Emilie Do- 
lores Ozene, age 11, Grand Coteau, La. 


So, come on, Boys and Girls, send in your 
drawings now! ‘You have a chance to win. 
Just follow these three rules -of the contest: 


1. Your drawing must not be traced from 
another picture. 

2. It must be drawn with pen and ink on 
a piece of plain white paper or cardboard 
(unruled) with no writing on the back. 

3. Your name and address, age and grade 
must be written on a separate piece of paper 
and mailed in the same envelope with your 


drawing. 
* * * 


Cheerio! Remember to pray for the 
priests and Sisters who are working in 
the Colored Missions. And sometimes 
whisper a prayer for me. 


FATHER CHEER-UP 
The Seminary 
Bay Saint Louis, Miss. 


Fourth Annual Week-end 


RETREATS FOR MEN 


@ Resolve NOW to make a spiritual renewal. 
@ Enjoy these exercises that turn your soul GODWARD. 
@ Make early reservations for one of the following: 


First Retreat — July 9, 10, 11 
Second Retreat — July 23, 24, 25 
Third Retreat — July 30, 31, Aug. 1 


Write to 


REY. RETREAT DIRECTOR 
St. Augustine’s Seminary 
Bay Saint Louis, Miss. 


YOU DON'T NEED TO KNOW HIGHER MATHEMATICS 
TO FIGURE OUT THAT THROUGH OUR 


ANNUITY PLAN 


YOU CAN HELP US — 
YOU CAN HELP YOURSELF — 
YOU CAN HELP THE NEGRO MISSION 
CAUSE — 
Write to REV. FATHER DIRECTOR 
Annuity Plan 
Society of the Divine Word 
Bay Saint Louis, Miss. 
INVEST-igate our free booklet: 


“HOW TO INVEST" 


WOULD YOU LIKE TO SPEND YOUR LIFE FOR 


A GLORIOUS CAUSE? 
BECOME ‘AN 


S.V.D. LAY BROTHER 


Our Brothers have the lifetime job of working in the service of God and 
neighbor. It is a life without material worry. It is a life of great spiritual 


opportunities, It is a happy earthly life that prepares for a most happy 
heavenly one. 


Write to the Rev. Father Novice Master at any of the following houses: 


St. Augustine’s Seminary St. Mary’s Mission House St. Michael’s Mission House 
Bay Saint Louis, Miss. Techny, Ill. Conesus, N. Y. 


STUDENT BURSES 


A Burse, or Scholarship, of $5,000 will take care of the education and training of one of 
our students for the priesthood. Won’t you help us complete one of the following incom- 
plete Burses? Any amount large or small will be appreciated. 


Immaculate Heart of Mary $3,322.15 
St. Matthias 844.50 
Blessed Martin de Porres 895.86 
St. Jude 745.50 
St. Joseph 714.00 
St. Elizabeth 528.00 
Sorrowful Mother 445.30 
Holy Ghost Lakeway estreatey) ROGeO 
St. Martha 315.00 
St. Madeline Sophie Barat 152.50 


Send donations to 
REV. FATHER RECTOR 


St. Augustine’s Seminary 
Bay Saint Louis, Miss. 


JOIN IN SPIRIT OUR 


Pentecost Novena 


@ Unite with the Religious of St. Augustine’s Seminary in pray- 
ing for the graces of the Holy Ghost. 


@ The Novena will be held from May 7 to 15. 


@ Our intentions will be: peace among people of all nations, 
peace in the family, more abundant graces from the Holy 
Spirit for missionaries, for students for the priesthood, and 
for converts. 


@ Our friends and readers may, if they so desire, send their 
intentions for this Novena to 


ST. AUGUSTINE'S SEMINARY 
Bay Saint Louis, Miss. 


"If the whole world literally got down on its knees to adore 
the Holy Ghost and to ask His guidance, war and discord 
among nations, unrest, dissatisfaction, and injustice among in- 
dividuals would cease.” 


Archbishop John McNicholas, O.P. 
of Cincinnati 
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JOIN IN SPIRIT OUR 


Pentecost \ovena 


@ Unite with the Religious of St. Augustine’s Seminary in pray- 


ing for the graces of the Holy Ghost. 

@ The Novena will be held from May 7 to 15. 

@ Our intentions will be: peace among people of all nations, 
peace in the family, more abundant graces from the Holy 


Spirit for missionaries, for students for the priesthood, and 
for converts. 


@ Our friends and readers may, if they so desire, send their 
intentions for this Novena to 


ST. AUGUSTINE'S SEMINARY 
Bay Saint Louis, Miss. 


“If the whole world literally got down on its knees to adore 
the Holy Ghost and to ask His guidance, war and discord 
among nations, unrest, dissatisfaction, and injustice among in- 
dividuals would cease.” 


Archbishop John McNicholas, O.P. 
of Cincinnati 
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JUNIOR SEMINARIANS OF THE SOCIETY OF THE DIVINE WORD 
t. Marv’s Mission House, Techny, Illinois 


A VOCATION TO THE PRIESTHOOD 
@ IS A GIFT FROM GOD 


By: If you feel that God has called you 
for the great work of SAVING SOULS as a Missionary Priest of the 
Society of the Divine Word 


THINK IT OVER! 
PRAY IT OVER! 
THEN WRITE TO: 


REVEREND FATHER PREFECT 
St. Augustine’s Seminary, Bay Saint Louis, Mississippi 


Contents of This Issue 


Editorial: Two Catholic Colleges Rout Jim Crow 

A Seminarian’s Life 5 A 
Atlanta’s Catholic Colored Clinic — A Medical Mission § 
Bishop Jeanmard Said 

New Laborers in the Southern Mission Field 

St “Maurice, African Soldier Saint — Joseph Francis, S.V’.D. 
The. O’Connells Take the Floor 

Fifty Years A’ Jesuit 

What’s Happening Here — Frank J. Ford 

Stop Segregation in South’s Colleges, Educators Urges 
One of the 8 Mission Schools Opened Last Year 

News Broadcast 

Faith in the Marshall Islands — Joseph F. Garriiy 
Bright Spots in the News 

-May Saints 

Quote and Unquote 4 

With Our SVD Fathers on the Colored Missions 
Children’s Corner 


Serve God with the 


MISSIONARY BROTHERS 


OF THE SOCIETY OF THE DIVINE WORD 


@ If you are 16 years of age or over 

@ If you have at least an average education 

@ If you have good health 

@ If, out of love for God, you desire to consecrate your life to 
Him as a Religious — THEN 


Write today for further information to the 
REV. FATHER NOVICE MASTER 
St. Augustine’s Seminary 
Bay Saint Louis, Miss. 


Whatever your education, training or experience, each candidate for the Brotherhood will 
find suitable occupation. 


__ 
POSTMASTER: Send notices of removal (Form 3578) to St. Augustine’s Seminary, 
Bay Saint Louis, Mississippi 
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except July and August, at Techny, Ill., 
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year, Proceeds are used for the education 
of colored students for the priesthood. 
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Two Catholic Colleges Rout Jim Crow 


Manhattan College of New’ York 
City, conducted by the Christian 
Brothers, and Siena College of Lou- 
donville, N. Y., conducted by the 
Franciscan Fathers, have earned the 
gratitude of American Negroes the 
country over. These schools believe 
so firmly in the Catholic teaching of 
the essential equality of all men 
that they not only accept Negro stu- 
dents on an equal footing with all 
other students, but they even go out 
of their way to fight against racial 
discrimination, as the following in- 
cident shows. 

On February 27, the National 
Association of Intercollegiate Bas- 
ketball invited Manhattan College 
to participate in its annual champion- 
ship tourney to be held in Kansas 
City, Mo., March 8 to 13. This was 
an honor which Manhattan was glad 
to accept, until it learned that the 
eligibility rules included the follow- 
ing clause: “Colored players not 
allowed.” There were no colored 
players on the Manhattan basketball 
team at the time, nevertheless the 


college administration decided that 
to participate in the tournament un- 
der the circumstances would seem 
to be an endorsement of a policy 
contrary to Catholic principles of 
racial equality. Consequently, N.A. 
1.B. officials were notified that unless 
the ban against Negro players were 
dropped Manhattan College would 
not take part in the Kansas City 
meet. The officials refused to drop 
the ban and Manhattan forthwith 
withdrew its squad. 


The N.A.I.B. then invited Siena 
College to fill the vacancy, but re- 
ceived the reply that. Siena would 
accept only if the “unChristian, un- 
democratic and unsportsmanlike” 
rule against Negroes were with- 
drawn. That settled it. On March 
5, the N.A.1.B. announced that the 
rule barring Negro players had been 
rescinded. A few hours later Man- 
hattan College accepted the invita- 
tion to play in the tournament. 


Thus do Catholic institutions 
fight to uphold a Christian principle. 
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The best part of work period — riding in the old dump truck! 


“A SEMINARIAN’S LIFE 


Prayer — Study — Work — Play 


“Will the Seminary do that 
for me in four years, too?” 
St. Augustine’s Seminary 
at Bay Saint Louis, Mississip- 
pi, conducted by the Fathers 
of the Divine Word, is en- 
gaged in training boys for the 
missionary priesthood. 


During work period, students help our grounds to acquire that 
“cultured look” 


(below) Our last year’s graduates who are now in the Novitiate 


After work, comes — 
You guessed it! — Play! 


After work and play comes Study! § 


Roughing it on a free day 
Holy Hour in the Seminary chapel — prayer is necessary at a wiener-roast 


(below) The students take part in a religious procession 
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The best part of work period — riding in the old dump truck! 


A SEMINARIAN’S LIFE 


Prayer — Study — Work — Play 


“Will the Seminary do that 
for me in four years, too?” 
St. Augustine’s Seminary 
at Bay Saint Louis, Mississip- 
pi, conducted by the Fathers 
of the Divine Word, is en- 
gaged in training boys for the 
missionary priesthood. 


During work period, students help our grounds to acquire that 
“cultured look” 


(below) Our last year’s graduates who are now in the Novitiate 


After work, comes — 
You guessed it! — Play! 


A visiting basketball team meets the Seminary stalwarts 


After work and play comes Study! 


Roughing it on a free day 
Hour in the Seminary chapel — prayer is necessary at a wiener-roast 


(below) The students take part in a religious procession 


CATHOLIC COLORED CLINIC, Atlanta, Ga. 


Atlanta’s Catholic Colored Clinic 


By a Mepicat Mission SisTER 


@ Small, but busy with 8,700 patients a year — 
@ One of eleven Catholic hospitals for Negroes 


Deep in the heart of Dixie shines 
the light of the “Church in Action.” 
The Catholic Colored Clinic, in 
Atlanta, Geogia, conducted by the 
Medical Mission Sisters of Phila- 
delphia, Pa., offers to the colored 
people of that area not only expert 
medical care, but also a first contact 
with the true Church of Christ. 
When we realize that only 44 of 1% 
of the Negroes of Atlanta are Cath- 
olic, we see the necessity of this 
work. Many colored people have 
no access to the Church except 
through Catholic schools and the 
Catholic charities. Their need for 
medical care is no less acute. 

The Catholic Colored Clinic was 
begun in 1940 by a group of lay 
women with the permission of Bish- 
op O’Hara of the Savannah-Atlanta 
Diocese. They saw the great need 
for social work among the colored. 
In October of 1944 the Medical 
Mission Sisters (whose Mother- 
house is at 8400 Pine Road, Phila- 
delphia 11, Pa.), took over the 
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management of the clinic. Medical, 
pediatric and other clinics were ini- 
tiated. In June of 1945, a four-bed 
ward was added, thus permitting a 
limited amount of surgery to be 
done. Social workers from the At- 
lanta University added their services 
to the staff in September, 1946. 
Results of this work have been 
most gratifying, not only in the 
medical care given to all, but the 
response to true Christian charity has 
been worth the effort. Colored peo- 
ple have their own way of expressing 
their gratitude and respect for the 
Sisters. One Sister noticed that every 
time she went near a certain bed, the 
patient would catch hold of the 
corner of her scapular. - Finally the 
Sister asked her why she always did 
that. The answer — “Well, you 
know, Sister, it says in the Bible, 
‘If I but touch the hem of His gar- 
ment, I shall be healed!’ ” — made 
the Sister jump away from the bed. 
There are many ways in which the 
patients learn the truths of our Holy 


SISTER REGINA, R.N., AND SISTER RA- 
PHAEL, PHARMACIST, beg for a smile 
from a young patient 


Faith. On November 3, the anni- 
versary of the death of Blessed 
Martin de Porres, the Sisters put a 
statue of the humble Dominican in 
the waiting room of the clinic with 
flowers and vigil lights. The colored 
nurse, visibly impressed by the honor 
shown to Blessed Martin, asked 
many questions about him. She in 
turn, answered the queries of the 
patients in the little ward. Then 
she arranged the chairs in the wait- 
ing room so that everyone who came 
to the afternoon clinic would face 
the statue. Though the room was 
soon filled with patients, there was 
a respectful silence. In the evening 
the patients in the ward repeated the 
story of Brother Martin to their 
visitors. Thus on that day, the pa- 
tients became their own apostles. 


Results on the medical side can 
be measured. Just a glance at the 
figures will give an idea of what has 
been done, though it will give no 
inkling of the vast amount that re- 
mains to be done. During the last 
two months of 1944 (when the 
Medical Mission Sisters first came 
to Atlanta), there were 204 patients 
a month. For 1947, the monthly 


average of patients reached 728, or 
a total of 8,730 patients for the year. 
In 1946, there were 250 operations 
performed, 83 of which were major. 
In 1947, there were 295 in-patients, 
108 of whom underwent major 
operations. 

The Catholic Colored Clinic is 
conducted by three Medical Mission 
Sisters. These Sisters are members 
of a religious community founded 
in 1925 for the purpose of caring 
for the sick in mission lands. 
Though their main field is work in 
the Foreign Missions, during the 
war, circumstances enabled them to 
take up work in the United States. 
There is one other mission center in 
America, the Catholic Maternity 
Institute, Sante Fe, New Mexico. 

All the other missions conducted 
by these Sisters are in foreign lands. 
There are three Holy Family Hos- 
pitals in India: one in Rawalpindi, 
Pakistan; one in Patna; and one in 
Mandar. These Sisters also have 
charge of the nursing and school of 
nursing at the Mitford Municipal 
Hospital, Dacca. This year the 
Medical Mission~ Sisters hope to 
open Holy Family Dispensary in 
the Gold Coast of Africa. 
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PEDIATRIC CLINIC MEANS A BUSY DAY 
at the Catholic Colored Clinic 
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CATHOLIC COLORED CLINIC, Atlanta, Ga. 


Atlanta's Catholic Colored Clinic 


By a Mepricat Mission Sisrer 


@ Small, but busy with 8,700 patients a year — 
@ One of eleven Catholic hospitals for Negroes 


Deep in the heart of Dixie shines 
the light of the “Church in Action.” 
The Catholic Colored Clinic, in 
\tlanta, Geogia, conducted by the 
Medical Mission Sisters of Phila 
delphia, Pa., offers to the colored 
peo le of that area not only expert 
medical care, but also a first contact 
with the true Church of Christ. 
When we realize that only '4 of 1% 
of the Negroes of Atlanta are Cath 
olic, 
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we see the necessity of this 

Many colored people have 
the Church except 
through Catholic schools and the 
Catholic charities. Their need for 
medical care is no less acute. 

The Catholic Colored Clinic was 
begun in 1940 by a group of lay 
women with the permission of Bish 
op O’Hara of the Savannah-Atlanta 
Diocese. They saw the great need 
for social work among the colored. 
In October of 1944 the Medical 
Mission Sisters (whose Mother- 
house is at 8400 Pine Road, Phila- 
delphia 11, Pa.), took over the 


no access to 
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management of the clinic. Medical, 
pediatric and other clinics were ini 
tiated. In June of 1945, a four-bed 
ward was added, thus permitting a 
limited amount of surgery to be 
done. Social workers from the At- 
lanta University added their services 
to the staff in September, 1946. 
Results of this work have been 
most gratifying, not only in the 
medical care given to all, but the 
response to true Christian charity has 
been worth the effort. Colored peo- 
ple have their own way of expressing 
their gratitude and respect for the 
Sisters. One Sister noticed that every 
time she went near a certain bed, the 
patient would catch hold of the 
corner of her scapular. Finally the 
Sister asked her why she always did 
that. The answer — “Well, you 
know, Sister, it says in the Bible, 
‘If I but touch the hem of His gar- 
ment, I shall be healed!? ” — made 
the Sister jump away from the bed. 
There are many ways in which the 
patients learn the truths of our Holy 
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SISTER REGINA, R.N., AND SISTER RA- 
PHAEL, PHARMACIST, beg for a smile 
from a young patient 


Faith. On November 3, the anni 
ry of the death of Blessed 
Martin de Porres, the Sisters put a 
statue of the humble Dominican in 
the waiting room of the clinic with 
flowers and vigil lights. The colored 
iurse, Visibly impressed by the honor 
hown to Blessed Martin, asked 
many questions about him. She in 
turn, answered the queries of the 
patients in the little ward. Then 
she arranged the chairs in the wait 
ing room so that everyone who came 
to the afternoon clinic would face 
the statue. Though the room was 
soon filled with patients, there was 
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a respectful silence. In the evening 
he patients in the ward repeated the 
story of Brother Martin to their 
visitors. Thus on that day, the pa- 
tients became their own apostles. 
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Results on the medical side can 
be measured. Just a glance at the 
figures will give an idea of what has 
been done, though it will give no 
inkling of the vast amount that re- 
mains to be done. During the last 
two months of 1944 (when the 
Medical Mission Sisters first came 
to Atlanta), there were 204 patients 
a month. For 1947, the monthly 
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average of patients reached 728, or 
a total of 8,730 patients for the year. 
In 1946, there were 250 operations 
performed, 83 of which were major. 
In 1947, there were 295 in-patients, 
108 of whom underwent major 
operations. 

The Catholic Colored Clinic is 
conducted by three Medical Mission 
Sisters. These Sisters are members 
of a religious community founded 
in 1925 for the purpose of caring 
for the sick in  mission- lands. 
Though their main field is work in 
the Foreign Missions, during the 
war, circumstances enabled them to 
teke up work in the United States. 
There is one other mission center in 
America, the Catholic Maternity 
Institute, Sante Fe, New Mexico. 


All the other missions conducted 
by these Sisters are in foreign lands. 
There are three Holy Family Hos 
itals in India: one in Rawalpindi, 
-akistan; one in Patna; and one 1 
Mandar. These Sisters also have 


charge of the nursing and school of 
nursing at the Mitford Municipal 
Hospital, Dacca. This year the 
Medical Mission Sisters hope to 
open Holy Family Dispensary in 
the Gold Coast of Africa. 


PEDIATRIC CLINIC MEANS A BUSY DAY 
at the Catholic Colored Clinic 
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BISHOP JEANMARD SAID: 


(At the dedication of Holy Rosary 
Institute Trade Séhool, Lafayette, 
La., in November) 


This school was built for you, my 
dear people, in the hope that you 
would make the most of the oppor- 
tunities it will offer your boys to 
equip themselves to make their way 
through life. Because of the lack 
of such advantages in the past, many 
of our finest young men have found 
it necessary to leave the South and 
go North, West or East, in search 
of opportunities to better their con- 
dition. This has meant a serious 
loss to the South and I think a seri- 
ous loss to the Church and to you, 
because we are firmly convinced 
that both the Church and the State 
have much to gain by keeping the 
best of our young colored people in 
the South. This was the thought 
often expressed by one of your great 


men, Mr. Booker T. Washington. 
: It has been said, and I think 
very truly, that the South needs the 
Negro more than the Negro needs 
the South. As industrious farmers, 
as skilled mechanics or tradesmen, 
make your contribution to the well- 
being and prosperity of the South, 
and you will force it to recognize 
your right to life, liberty and the 
pursuit of happiness, your right to 
the safety and security of the per- 
son, citizenship and its privileges, 
and to equality of opportunity — 
rights of which you are often un- 
justly deprived. 

May the dedication of this school 
by His Eminence, (Cardinal Stritch 
of Chicago), mark the beginning of a 
new era of progress and prosperity, 
of better human relations for the 
colored of Southwest Louisiana. 

Most Rev. Jules B. Jeanmard 
Bishop of Lafayette, La. 


NEW LABORERS IN THE SOUTHERN MISSION FIELD 
Father John McShane, S.S.J. (right), pastor of St. Luke’s Church in Thibodaux, La., with the 
Mother General of the Presentation Sisters of Newburgh, N. Y., visits St, Augustine’s 
Seminary. They are pictured here with the Very Rev. Joseph Busch, S.V. D., Rector of the 
Seminary. The Sisters of this congregation are going to staff the school which Father in- 
tends to build at St. Lucy’s Mission in Houma, La. It is planned to include high school, 
since no high school facilities are available there for colored at present. Father McShane 
says that 2,000 people sending $25.00 apiece would put up the school by September. 


ST. MAURICE, African Soldier Saint 


JosrpH Francis, S.V. D. 


@ Martyred in Switzerland around 303 A.D. 


St. Maurice was born in Thebes, 
a place in Northern Africa, famous 
for the wonderful fervor of the 
Christians living there. Very few 
details are to be had concerning his 
earlier life. The Roman Martyrol- 
ogy, and other authoritative soures, 
agree on the fact that he was an 
African, a leader of the Theban Le- 
gion, composed of Christian soldiers, 
and that he was martyred with his 
troops. 

The Theban Legion, of which St. 
Maurice was the leader, had been 
called from Africa by the Roman 
Emperor, Maximian, in order to 
suppress a revolt of the Bogandae in 
Gaul. While on this punitive mis- 
sion, the Emperor called a halt near 
Octodurum in Switzerland, known 
today as Martigny. There the entire 
army was commanded to offer sacri- 
fice to the Roman idols in order to 
secure their good favor for the 
coming encounter. Upon hearing 
this order, St. Maurice moved his 
troops nine miles from the regular 
army to a place called Agaunum, 
which is known today as St. Maurice. 

When the Emperor heard of this, 
he commanded the entire Legion to 
return at once and to offer sacrifice. 
But they refused to do so, and, in 
consequence, the Emperor com- 
manded that that body of soldiers 
be decimated, that is, that every 
tenth soldier be killed. Still they 
refused to return, and another deci- 
mation was commanded. When this 
failed to produce the desired effect, 
the Emperor ordered his army to 
surround the Theban Legion, and 
cut it down toa man. Although the 
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St. Maurice 


Legion numbered, according to 
some, about six thousand men, all 
well armed and in a position to in- 
flict great damage upon the army, 
they voluntarily dropped their arms, 
and officers and men alike, gave up 
their souls to God in a bloody 
sacrifice. 

Today St. Maurice is honored in 
very many churches of Germany, 
France, Italy, Spain, and Portugal, 
and he is the principal Patron of the 
Royal House of Savoy. He is also 
venerated as the Patron of infantry- 
men. His feast is observed on 
September 22. 

In art St. Maurice is pictured as 
being very dark. In the Church of 
St. Maurice in Switzerland, one of 
the beautiful stained glass windows 
represents St. Maurice as being actu- 
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ally black. But no matter the degree 
of darkness or lightness of his skin, 
Maurice has been declared a Saint 
by the Church, and faithful Catho- 
lics all over the world today pray to 
him, knowing that he, in spite of 
race or skin-color on earth, is now 
an everlasting and intimate friend 
of Almighty God, and that becduse 
of this friendship, he can obtain for 


them the Divine help which pil- 
grims in this world so sorely need 
today. 

“St. Maurice, please help us that 
we may become more Christ-like in 
our sufferings, and pray to God for 
our fellowmen, both white and 
black, that they may become more 
Christ-like in their relations towards 
one another!” 


The O’Connells Take The Floor 


Under date of March 5, 1948, 
the Catholic Virginian, diocesan pa- 
per of Richmond, Va., reported that 
Rev. Thomas O’Connell, pastor of 
St. Paul’s Church, Richmond, Va., 
was one of serveral clergymen to 
speak in favor of anti-segregation 
bills at a special hearing conducted 
by a committee of the Virginia 
House of Representatives. 

Said Father O’Connell: “I appear 
here to support five bills designed to 
remove the barriers of fellow Amer- 
icans to meet and travel without 
the humiliation of segregation. ... 
These barriers are morally indefen- 
sible since, according to St. Paul, 
‘Here there is not gentile or Jew, 
barbarian or Scythian, slave or free 
man, but Christ is all things and in 
all.” Therefore Christ is in my fel- 
lowmen, whether white or colored.” 

Declaring that when the Diocesan 
Holy Name Union held its conven- 
tion in Richmond last October, 
members of the Society, white and 
colored, went to church together, 
ate together and met together, but 
that because of the jim crow laws he 
was having difficulty in finding a 
place for the 1948 convention, Fa- 
ther O’Connell called the Virginia 
segregation laws ridiculous and 
outmoded. 

“No true American can defend 
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these barriers,” he said, “since col- 
ored men and women were called 
upon to defend America and risk 
their lives in defense of,a common 
flag. They therefore have a right 
to the fundamental liberties symbo- 
lized in that flag.” 

Under the same March Sth date, 
Catholic Action of the South, Di- 
ocesan paper of New Orleans, La., 
reported that Rev. Vincent O’Con- 
nell, S.M.., general chairman of the 
Catholic Committee of the South, 
told a group of textile workers in 
New Orleans that racial discrimi- 
nation is one of the four great can- 
kers listed by Pope Pius as weaken- 
ing national and international life. 

“White supremacy is hiding be- 
hind a scare of Red supremacy, al- 
though the Klansman’s hood stands 
for the same injustice as the hammer 
and sickle,” Father O’Connell de- 
clared. “There are men like Henry 
Wallace who see Russia through a 
rose colored curtain and are blind to 
Soviet injustice and discrimination. 
But there are also men who see the 
12,000,000 slave laborers in the So- 
viet Union and are blind to the 
denial of economic and civil rights 
to more than 12,000,000 Negroes. 
Both of these forms of blindness 
should be called by their true name 
— hypocrisy!” 


FIFTY YEARS A JESUIT 


@ Pastor of Miami colored mission 


REV. MICHAEL J. CRONIN, S.J. 


The Rev. Michael J. Cronin, S.J., 
pastor of the colored Parish of St. 
Francis Xavier, Miami, Fla., is observ- 
ing his Golden Jubilee as a member of 
the Society of Jesus. Father Cronin 


entered the Jesuit Order January 31, 
1898, and was ordained a priest June 
28, 1914. 

The series of celebrations given in 
honor of Father Cronin began on Sun- 
day, January 11th, when his own 
Parishioners gave a silver tea for the 
jubilarian. The following Wednesday 
he was guest of honor at a formal ban- 
quet. 


Gesu Center became the scene of an- 
other party on Thursday, January 15th, 
when three hundred or more relatives 
and friends in attendance presented 
gifts to Father Cronin. An additional 
feature, too, was a play given by the 
Girls’ Sodality for the program. 

Sunday morning, January 18, Father 
Cronin sang a Solemn Mass of thanks- 
giving. His Excellency, Most Rev. 
Thomas J. McDonough, D.D., J.C.D., 
Auxiliary Bishop of St. Augustine, to- 
gether with several visiting priests, was 
present on this day. Five different or- 
ders of nuns were represented at this 
gathering. 

The editors of this magazine wish to 
express hearty. congratulations to Fa- 
ther Cronin upon the completion of fifty 
years as a member of the Society of 
Jesus. We wish in this way to show 
our deep appreciation for the splendid 
work that this priest of God has accom- 
plished in a parish of 468 colored par- 
ishioners and in an elementary school 
of 168 children. 


ST, FRANCIS XAVIER’S CHURCH 
Miami, Fla. 
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WHAT'S HAPPENING HERE 


FRANK J. Forp 


Mote in Our Own Eye 

In an article headed “Negroes’ Ap- 
peal Interests U.N.,” Nat Barrows, 
Chicago Daily News foreign corre- 
spondent, discloses that efforts to in- 
troduce evidence of discrimination 
against a minority group of our own 
citizens has met with the vacuous re- 
sponse that “it is too late for considera- 
tion by the present session.” But, Mr. 
Barrow pointedly observes, “Russia 
promptly requested — and received — 
a copy” of the grievances set forth in 
behalf of the Negroes of the United 
States. “But,” says Mr. Barrow hope- 
fully, “the 154-page document, illum- 
inating the plight of the American Ne- 
gro in the South, has accomplished its 
purpose of arousing interest in discrim- 
ination. Ten of the 57 U.N. nations 
have begun studying copies of this 


document — ‘An Appeal for Redress’ ° 


— released by the National Association 
for the Advancement of Colored 
People; among the ten is our next door 
neighbor, Mexico.” 


Hopeful Outlook 


Dr. Charles S$. Johnson, newly in- 
augurated president of Fisk University, 
is confident that a new and better day 
is slowly but surely dawning for the 
Negro and, as instances of proof, he 
cites “Acceptance by southern opinion 
of the Supreme Court decisions against 
white primaries, provision for more 
educational opportunities for Negroes 
than ever before, and selection of Ralph 
Bunche, a Negro, to head the commis- 
sion to give effect to the partition of 
Palestine.” And the fact that our na- 
tional and state governments, and 
white people in general, are giving in- 
creasing consideration to “Negro rights” 
is a matter of unconcealed satisfaction 
to Dr. Johnson: “TI feel,” says he, 
“that we look at ourselves more criti- 
cally, knowing that we speak with more 
moral authority when we can expose 
our own back yard.” 


Commendation 
The Chicago Daily News warmly 
praises the President’s Committee on 
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Civil Rights for “an honest and com- 
prehensive job of appraising our prog- 
ress toward full realization of the 
American promise of freedom and 
equality for all. At a time when de- 
mocracy finds itself challenged through- 
out the world by an aggressive, com- 
peting system, Communism, it is our 
patriotic duty to give thoughtful atten- 
tion to constructive criticism of prac- 
tices that mar the ideal of democracy. 
The Committee,” says the News, “has 
documented exhaustively what most of 
us realized. Negroes and other minori- 
ties suffer many cruel discriminations 
at the hands of government, employers, 
labor unions, landlords and others. It 
offers a program for relieving these 
conditions, and bolsters it with com- 
pelling reasons for so doing. The 
Committee recommendations are not 
utopian or impractical. There is over- 
whelming evidence that prejudice de- 
creases sharply with the knowledge that 
comes from contact. Companies of 


white soldiers, polled before and after 
serving with Negroes, were found to 


have abandoned their prejudices. Fac- 
tory workers and many others similari- 
ly lost their idea of difference. The 
record,” the News declares, “shows 
clearly that prejudice is not inborn, but 
instilled. We can further reverse this 
trend by education and by wise legis- 
lation.” 


, From Here and There 


Delegates to the AFL, Brotherhood 
of Railway Car-men, meeting at Chi- 
cago, voted to delete the word “white” 
from the union’s constitution, thereby 
granting full membership to Negroes. 
There are 7,000 Negroes in the broth- 
erhood who, heretofore, have been 
barred from sending delegates to con- 
ventions. 

Note from Camp Majestic, Gifu, 
Prefecture, Japan: In the camp’s de- 
pendent housing area, 119 white and 
Negro families are living in harmony, 
sharing recreational, school and shop- 
ping facilities. “Back home,” observes 
a white officer, “they would say it 
couldn’t work — but it does.” 


Stop Segregation in South's Colleges, Educator Urges 


Race segregation in Southern col- 
leges and schools “can be eliminated 
with profit and without serious, if any, 
untoward consequences,” according to 
Dean Charles H. Thompson of Howard 
University, Washington, D. C. More- 
over, he insists that “the South cannot 
afford to take the intransigent attitude 
toward the question which it has been 
wont to take in the past.” 

Dean Thompson discusses this civil 
rights issue, which is now before the 
courts of Texas and Oklahoma, in an 
article appearing in the Spring number 
of Southwest Review, well-known lit- 
erary quarterly published by the Uni- 
versity Press of Southern Methodist 
University in Dallas, Texas. He con- 
tends that there can be no such thing as 
“separate but equal” training for Ne- 
groes in law or in any other area of 
education. 

In discussing the Sweatt case at the 
University of Texas, Dean Thompson 
argues that “Texas is faced with the 
dilemma of continuing the pretext of 
providing for Negroes equal educational 
opportunity in separate schools when it 
is clear to any impartial observer that 
such equality is not possible, or of be- 
ginning immediately a program of 
eliminating racial segregation in educa- 
tion and thereby meeting the issue in 


the only way in which it can be resolved 
legally or morally. 

“The facts indicate that Texas can 
eliminate segregation immediately in her 
graduate and professional schools with- 
out untoward incident, if the leaders of 
Texas so decree and are willing to stand 
by their decision. And the program 
of elimination can be continued, with 
the college next, high school next, and 
so on, until segregation is wiped out 
entirely.” 

On the other hand, Dean Thompson 
expresses his belief that “the alterna- 
tive to such a program is the continua- 
tion of the hypocrisy and chicanery 
which are the pillars of the present sys- 
tem. But even more important is the 
fact that in the past ten years we have 
developed a national climate of public 
opinion which is going to make it more 
and more difficult for Texas or any 
other state to evade or ignore with im- 
punity the civil rights of any segment 
of its population. 

“The United States is in a death 
struggle for the moral leadership of the 
world. ‘Texas can aid materially in this 
fight by showing the world that we are 
able and willing to protect those rights 
which democracy guarantees and on the 
basis of which we proclaim its superior- 
ity to other ways of life.” 


ONE OF THE EIGHT COLORED CATHOLIC MISSION SCHOOLS OPENED LAST YEAR, 


St, Catherine’s in Guthrie, Okla., is in charge of Father George Carpentier, 0.P. 


Its five 


grades, with an enrollment of forty-two children, are taught by two Benedictine Sisters. 
A temporary chapel in the school building serves the mission. 
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is confident that a new and better day 
is slowly but surely dawning for the 
Negro and, as instances of proof, he 
“Aeceptance by southern opinion 
of the Supreme Court decisions against 
white primaries, provision for more 
educational opportunities for Negroes 
than ever before, and selection of Ralph 
Bunche, a Negro, to head the commis- 
sion to give effect to the partition of 
Palestine And the fact that our na- 
tional and state governments, and 
white people in general ving in- 
creasing consideration to “Negro rights” 
is a matter of unconcealed satisfaction 
to Dr. Johnson, “I feel,” says he. 
“that we look at ourselves more criti- 
cally, knowing that we speak with more 
moral authority when we can expose 
our own back yard.” 
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Civil Rights for “an honest and com- 
prehensive job of appraising our prog- 
toward full realization of the 
American promise of freedom and 
equality for all. At a time when de- 
mocracy finds itself challenged through- 
out the world by an aggressive, com- 
peting system, Communism, it is our 
patriotic duty to give thoughtful atten- 
tion to constructive criticism of prac- 
tices that mar the ideal of democracy. 
The Committee,” says the News, “has 
documented exhaustively what most of 
us realized. Negroes and other minori- 
ties suffer many cruel discriminations 
at the hands of government, employers, 
labor unions, landlords and others. It 
offers a program for relieving these 
conditions, and bolsters it with com- 
pelling reasons for so doing. The 
Committee recommendations are not 
utopian or impractical. There is over- 
whelming evidence that prejudice de- 
creases sharply with the knowledge that 
comes from contact. Companies of 
white soldiers, polled before and after 
serving with Negroes, were found to 
have abandoned their prejudic Fac 
tory workers and many others similari- 
ly lost their idea of difference. ‘The 
record,” the News declares, 10WS 
clearly that prejudice is not inborn, but 
instilled. \Ve can further reverse this 
trend by education and by wise legis 
lation.” 


ress 


From Here and There 


Delegates to the AFL Brotherhood 
of Railway Car-men, meeting at Chi- 
cago, voted to delete the word “white” 
from the union’s constitution, thereby 
granting full membership to Negroes. 
There are 7,000 Negroes in the broth- 
erhood who, heretofore, have been 
barred from sending delegates to con- 
ventions. 

Note from Camp Majestic, Gifu, 
Prefecture, Japan: In the camp's de- 
pendent housing area, 119 white and 
Negro families are living in harmony, 
sharing recreational, school and shop- 
ping facilities. ‘Back home,” observes 
a white officer, “they would say it 
couldn’t work but it does.” 


Stop Segregation in South's Colleges, Educator Urges 


Race ation in Southern col- 
leges and schools “can be eliminated 
with profit and without serious, if any, 
untoward consequences,” according to 
Dean Charles H. ‘Thompson of Howard 
University, Washington, D. C.  More- 
over, he insists that “the South cannot 
afford to take the intransigent attitude 
toward the question which it has heen 
wont to take in the past.” 

Dean ‘Thompson discusses this civil 
rights issue, which is now before the 
courts of Texas and Oklahoma, in an 
article appearing in the Spring number 
of Southwest Review, well-known lit- 
erary quarterly published by the Uni- 
versity Southern Methodist 
University in Dallas, Texas. Ile con- 
tends that there can be no such thing as 
“separate but equal” training for Ne- 
groes in law or in any other area of 
education. 

In discussing the Sweatt case at the 
University of ‘Texas, Dean ‘Thompson 
argues that “Texas is faced with the 
dilemma of continuing the pretext of 
providing for Negroes equal educational 
opportunity in separate schools when it 
is clear to any impartial observer that 
such equality is not possible, or of be- 
ginning immediately a program of 
eliminating racial segregation in educa- 
tion and thereby meeting the issue in 
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the only way in which it can be resolved 
legally or morally. 

“The facts indicate that Texas can 
eliminate segregation immediately in her 
graduate and professional schools with- 
out untoward incident, if the leaders of 
Texas so decree and are willing to stand 
hy their decision, «And the program 
of elimination can be continued, with 
the college next, high school next. and 
until 


soon, 
entirely 

On the other hand, Dean Thompson 
expresses his belief that “the alterna- 
tive to such a program is the continua- 
tion of the hypocrisy and chicanery 
which are the pillars of the present sys 
tem. But even more important is the 
fact that in the past ten vears we have 
developed a national climate of public 
opinion which is going to make it more 
and more for ‘Texas or any 


segregation is wiped) out 


difficult for 
other state to evade or ignore with im- 
punity the civil rights of any segment 
of its population. 

“The United States is in a death 
struggle for the moral leadership of the 
world, ‘Texas can aid materially in this 
fight by showing the world that we are 
able and willing to protect those rights 
which democracy guarantees and on the 
basis of which we proclaim its superior- 
ity to other ways of life.” 


ONE OF THE EIGHT COLORED CATHOLIC MISSION SCHOOLS OPENED LAST YEAR, 


St. Catherine’s in Guthrie, Okla., is in charge of Father George Carpentier, 0.P. 


Its five 


grades, with an enrollment of forty-two children, are taught by two Benedictine Sisters. 
A temporary chapel in the school building serves the mission. 


PILGRIM STATUE OF OUR LADY 
OF FATIMA 


“Pilgrim Statue” Venerated 
On the afternoon of March 3rd, 


the “Pilgrim Statue” of Our Lady of 
Fatima, which is touring the Americas, 
was solemnly enthroned in our Seminary 
chapel where it remained until the next 


morning. In a brief public devotion 
shortly after the enthronement, Father 
Hubert Posjena, S.V.D., delivered a 
short sermon on Our Lady of Fatima, 
and this was followed by brief talks by 
the Rt. Rev. Monsignor Geoffrey T. 
O’Connell, Ph.D., pastor of the Church 
of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin, 
Biloxi, Miss., and by Rev. P. Moore | 
of the Scarboro Foreign Mission So- € 
ciety of Canada. 

In the evening of the same day a 
Solemn Marian Hour was held. Father 
Clarence Howard, S.V.D., was the cele- 
brant, and Father Arthur Winters, 
S.V.D., led the Fraters’ choir in sing- 
ing several very harmonious hymns in 
honor of our Blessed Mother. On this 
occasion the Rt. Rev. Monsignor Wil- 
liam C. McGrath spoke forcefully on 
the necessity of complying with the re- 
quests of Our Lady if world peace and 
the conversion of Russia are to be se- 
cured. Monsignor McGrath, Father 
Moore and a layman compose the group 
of three, which is conducting the Pil- 
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grim Statue on a tour of the United 
States. 

Many came to pay homage to their 
Mother and to ask for her special favors 
while her beautiful statue stood en- 
throned in our chapel sanctuary amidst 
large bouquets of camellias and the soft 
light of many flickering candles. 


Father Kinder’s Band Marches On! 


While the community was at din- 
ner on March 19, the Feast of St. 
Joseph, strains of a musical composition 
in march tempo reached its ears. Closer 
and closer the music came until sud- 
denly Father Kinder’s band presented 
itself in full view. It was the nameday 
of Very Rev. Father Provincial and 
Very Rev. Father Rector and so Father 
Kinder brought his musical contingent 
along to give them a salute. Just below 
the Faculty Building the players, 
dressed in their new band uniforms and 
arrayed in strict order, gave their rendi- 
tion of two marches to which “God 
Bless America” added a fitting conclu- 
sion. Father Conrad A. Kinder, $.V.D., 
an excellent musician, is pastor of St. 
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Rose de Lima Parish here in Bay Saint 
Louis, just about seven blocks from the 
Seminary. 


Missioners Visit Seminary 

Shortly before Easter we were 
privileged to have with us six veteran 
S.V. D. missionaries from China. Their 
names and missions are as follows: Fa- 
thers Francis Wolf, S.V. D., and Theo- 
dore Kalway, S.V.D., from South 
Honan; Fathers August Theiss, $.V.D., 
and August Olbert, S.V. D., from Shan- 
tung; Father Aloysius Baeker, SVL, 
from West Kansu; and Father Law- 
rence Archey, S.V.D., from North 
Honan. Having been to Rome as dele- 
gates to the General Chapter of the 
Society of the Divine Word, these 
priests were now on their way back to 
China, It was really thrilling to sit and 
listen to these zealous missioners relate 
their experiences in the far flung mis- 
sion fields of China. As all good things 
here below come to an end, so did their 
visit. After a farewell program held 
jn their honor in our auditorium, we 
bade them farewell as they went by 


THE PROCESSION. BEFORE THE ENTHRONEMENT 


of the Pilgrim Statue 


THE PILGRIM STATUE received an affec- 
tionate farewell from the student body 


rail to San Francisco, Calif., whence 
they sailed for their missions in the 
Orient. 


Paschal Solemnities 

The liturgical ceremonies here at 
the Seminary during Holy Week and 
Easter were performed with the tradi- 
tional devotion and solemnity. As 
usual the office of Tenebrae, together 
with the Lamentations, was chanted on 
the three days preceding Holy Saturday. 
Fathers Robert Pung, $.V. D., William 
Williams, S.V.D., and William Evans. 
S.V.D., were the celebrants for the 
services on Holy Thursday, Good Fri- 
day and Holy Saturday respectively. 
Solemn Matins were chanted on the 
Eve of Easter. At the Solemn High 
Mass celebrated on Easter morn, Fa- 
ther Lawrence Friedel, S.V.D., was 
celebrant, with Fathers Clarence How- 
ard, §.V.D., and Herman Hagen, 
S.V.D., officiating as deacon and sub- 
deacon respectively. The sermon was 
delivered by Father Hubert Posjena, 
S.V.D., Prefect of the students. In 
the afternoon Solemn Vespers were 
chanted by the Fraters’ schola. 
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On the afternoon of March 3rd, 
the “Pilgrim Statue” of Our Lady of 
Fatima, which is touring the Americas. 
was solemnly enthroned in our Seminary 
chapel where it remained until the next 
morning. In a brief public devotion 
shortly after the enthronement, Father 
Hubert Posjena, S.V.D., delivered a 
short sermon on Our Lady of Fatima, 
and this was followed by brief talks by 
the Rt. Rev. Monsignor Geoffrey T. 
O'Connell, Ph.D., pastor of the Church 
of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin, 
Biloxi, M and by Rey. P. Moore 
of the Scarboro Foreign Mission So- ¢ 
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Solemn Marian Hour was held. Father 
Clarence Howard, S.V.D., was the cele- 
brant, and Father Arthur Winters, 
§.V.D., led the Fraters’ choir in sing- 
ing several very harmonious hymns in 
honor of our Blessed Mother. On this 
occasion the Rt, Rev. Monsignor Wil- 
liam C. McGrath spoke forcefully on 
the necessity of complying with the re- 
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cured. Monsignor McGrath, Father 
Moore and a layman compose the group 
of three, which is conducting the Pil- 


108 


grim Statue on a tour of the United 
States. 

Many came to pay homage to their 
Mother and to ask for her special favors 
while her beautiful statue stood en- 
throned in our chapel sanctuary amidst 
large bouquets of camellias and the soft 
light of many flickering candles. 


Father Kinder’s Band Marches On! 


While the community was at din- 
ner on March 19, the Feast of St. 
Joseph, strains of a musical composition 
im march tempo reached its ears. Closer 
and closer the music came until sud- 
denly Father Kinder’s band presented 
itself in full view. It was the nameday 
of Very Rey. Father Provincial and 
Very Rey. Father Rector and so Father 
Kinder brought his musical contingent 
along to give them a salute. Just below 
the Faculty Building the playe 
dressed in their new band uniforms and 
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tion of two marches to which “God 
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an excellent musician, is pastor of St. 
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privileged to have with us six veteran 
RY. 1). missionaries from China. ‘Their 
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thers Francis Wolf, $.V. D., and Theo 
dore Kalway, $.V.D., from South 
Honan; Fathers August ‘Theiss, S:V: Ds 
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rence Archey, $.V.D.,. from) North 
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S.V.D., were the celebrants for the 
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Solemn Matins were chanted on the 
Eve of Easter. At the Solemn High 
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ther Lawrence Friedel, S.V.D., was 
celebrant, with Fathers Clarence How- 
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FAITH IN THE MARSHALL ISLANDS 


Cuapain Josepn F, Garrity, S.V.D. 
Lieutenant Commander, U. S. Naval Reserve 


While stationed in the Marshall 
Islands at Roi Namur in the Kwajalein 
Atoll, I met quite a few of the natives, 
These Marshallese worked with the 
American Civilian Government. 

In the course of conversation with one 
of them in _pidgin-English, sprinkled 
with a few German words, I found out 
that he was a Catholic, and that his 
name was Anthony. Anthony told me 
where he came from. He asked me 
if. 1 would try to make a trip to his 
island — Likiep — to say Mass for the 
people. They had not had the Holy 
Sacrifice since 1914, when the Japanese 
drove the German Sacred Heart Fa- 
thers from the Marshall Islands. 

Enthusiastic over the adventure, I 
immediately started to make prepara- 
tions for the trip, first obtaining all the 
necessary permissions. , But there was 
one hitch in the whole affair. The Civil 
Government Officer could not leave ex- 
cept over the week-end, and therefore 
our islands would be without Sunday 
Masses if I were to go then. Not wish- 
ing to deprive our Catholics of oppor- 
tunity to fulfill their Sunday obligation, 
and yet desirous of making the journey, 
I was in a dilemma. But providentially 
I found out that there was a carrier, the 
Tripoli by name, coming into the lagoon. 
And fortunately, they had on board a 
Catholic Chaplain by the name of Fa- 
ther Sporrer. 

Knowing that, we took off on a Fri- 
day morning in an LCI. Those of my 
readers who understand what an LCI 
is, will know that it is not a large ship, 
and is used especially for inter-island 
patrol and carrying merchandise. 

The object of the Civil Affairs Of- 
ficer’s visit was to make arrangements 
for roofing, which. the natives made 
from the palm trees. These trips to 
this island and similar islands were 
made periodically for the same purpose. 
The matting was brought back to Roi 
Namur or Kwajalein and put on the 
roof of our Recreation Hall and other 
buildings on the island. 

Our crew was made up of sailors 
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from all parts of the U.S.A. They 
were congenial and friendly. But after 
a few hours out of the lagoon, I headed 
for my sack, since I easily succumbed 
to sea-sickness. 

Now the distance from Kwajalein to 
Likiep is approximately 350 miles. All 
the while we were on the trip I could 
not muster up courage enough to eat. 
This was again due to the fact that I 
was not a good sailor. 

Unexpectedly, we had trouble with 
our engines. We could not do the usual 
eight or nine knots, as we wished, but 
had to slow down to five, and conse- 
quently the trip was longer. Yet it was 
beautiful. The weather was clear and 
warm, and at night the skies were stud- 
ded with twinkling stars. Many indeed 
were the ships that passed us on our 
way to Likiep. Our signalman sent 
them blinker signals, and they in return 
reported friendly. 

We sighted the island of Likiep about 
three o’clock in the afternoon, a slender 
thread of black against a beautiful sky. 
A little later we were close in to it. 
In order to give us a preliminary view, 
the Captain headed the LCI for the 
northeastern extremity of the atoll, and 
we coasted along the leeward side for 
miles just off the reef. ‘There were 
long stretches of reef awash, where we 
could look across into the lagoon, and 
beyond to the islets on the far side — 
blurs of pale blue against the horizon. 
The ones on the near side, a dozen or 
more, were gems of islets with coconut 
and pandanus trees casting their long 
shadows over the coral sand. The sea- 
birds, among them the snow white tern, 
fluttering over the trees and shimmering 
along the hollows made by the combers 
rising to break on the reef, gave the 
scene a touch of life and movement 
needed to make loneliness lovelier still. 
No sign of human habitation could be 
seen from the ocean side and, as with 
all atolls, there were deep channels 
through the reefs through which one 
could enter into the lagoon. 

Slowly our skipper: plied the LCI 
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through the channel. While entering 


the lagoon, we could see at a distance 
a number of outrigger canoes coming 


toward us. It was approximately a half 
hour before we reached the main island. 
Tt was small and grass green from end 
to end. 

The entire population of natives 
gathered on the beach: An outrigger 
canoe came out to meet us, and aboard 
it we noticed an old gentleman clad in 
white and a young man also dressed in 
a white suit. They came aboard, and 
Ly formal introduction, we met the 
head of the island, Anthony’ DeBruin, 
whose father was of Portuguese de- 
scent, and whose mother was a Mar- 
shallese. 

History has it that years ago DeBruin 
and an Italian by the name of Capella 
were shipwrecked on this atoll. They 
married into the chief’s family, and 
thereby obtained possessions on the 
island. By an agreement between 
them, one took the left side and the 
other the right. Through ingenuity 
and work they developed an outstand- 
ing copra trade in the Marshall Islands. 
Even before the first World War they 
were quite wealthy. They filled their 
homes with many knickknacks brought 
from other countries during their ex- 


tensive travels. 

The young man in white was of Japa- 
nese extraction; he was the doctor. 

When DeBruin found out that I was 
a Catholic priest, his joy knew no 
bounds. He, immediately upon arriving 
ashore, had the news spread throughout 
the village. 


This little island had escaped the 
ravages of aerial bombardment. Occa- 
sionally, we would see some damage 
done by the strafing of our airmen, but 
on the whole the island had been secure. 
Coral roads were neatly laid out. Homes 
of thatch matting flanked each side of 
the main road. Besides the tropical 
foliage, one could notice roses and other 
flowers which had been imported from 
Europe and America. 

We were taken to the house of the 
chief and were surprised to see the 
beauty of his home. The architecture 
was European. The rooms were large. 
In each of them we noticed a gas jet. 
Upon inquiry, we found out that they 
used to have their own supply of gas, 
before the War. In one room, especial- 
ly, the furniture attracted our attention. 
There were black mahogany chairs, in- 
laid with mother of pearl. A beautiful 
chandelier was suspended from the ceil- 
ing. And in the ‘corner, flanking both 
walls of this large room, was a library, 
with books in all languages, and a beau- 
tiful collection of stamps. To find a 
little bit of Europe in this South Sea 
isle, especially among people who were 
not completely civilized, was quite an 
experience and a thrill. 

Not to be lacking in hospitality, the 
natives served us their usual drink with 
cakes similar to macaroons. As we were 
partaking of this collation, one of the 
natives girls thought we would like a 
little music. In the corner of the room 
was a victrola. It was ancient. It 
must have been one of the first ores, 
because it had a long horn, and a stand 
to hold it up. The records that were 
played were on rolls, and not on discs. 
Lo and behold! There came forth the 
strains of “Yankee Doodle,” and “O 
Katharina,” and many of the hit songs 
of the late ’20’s and the early ’30’s. 

We spent the remainder of the day 
visiting the homes of the natives and 
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While stationed in the Marshall 
Islands at Roi Namur in the Kwajalein 
Atoll, | met quite a few of the natives. 
These Marshallese worked with the 
American Civilian Government. 

In the course of conversation with one 
of them in pidgin-English, sprinkled 
with a few German words, I found out 
that he was a Catholic, and that his 
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drove the German Sacred Heart I 
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one hitch in the whole affair. The Civil 
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cept over the week-end, and therefore 
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Masses if I were to go then. Not wish- 
ing to deprive our Catholics of oppor- 
tunity to fulfill their Sunday obligation, 
and yet desirous of making the journey, 
I was in a dilemma. But providentially 
I found out that there was a carrier, the 
Tripoli by name, coming into the lagoon 
And fortunately, they had on board a 
Catholic Chaplain by the name of Fa- 
ther Sporrer. 

Knowing that, we took off on a Fri- 
day morning in an LCI. Those of my 
readers who understand what an LCI 
is, will know that it is not a large ship, 
and is used especially for inter-island 
patrol and carrying merchandise. 

The object of the Civil Affairs Of- 
ficer’s visit was to make arrangements 
for roofing, which the natives made 
from the palm trees. These trips to 
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made periodically for the same purpose. 
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it we noticed an old gentleman clad in 
white and a young man also dressed in 
a white suit. They came aboard, and 
Ly formal introduction, we met the 
head of the island, Anthony DeBruin, 
whose father was of Portuguese de- 
scent, and whose mother was a Mar- 
shallese. 
istory has it that years ago DeBruin 
and an Italian by the name of Capella 
were shipwrecked on this atoll. They 
married into the chief's family, and 
thereby obtained possessions on the 
island. By an agreement between 
them, one took the left side and the 
other the right. Through ingenuity 
and work they developed an outstand- 
ing copra trade in the Marshall Islands. 
Even before the first World War they 
were quite wealthy. They filled their 
komes with many knickknacks brought 
from other countries during their ex- 


natives 


population of 


tensive travels 

‘The young man in white was of Japa- 
nese extraction; he was the doctor, 

When DeBruin found out that I was 
a Catholic priest, his joy knew no 
bounds. He, immediately upon arriving 
ashore, had the news spread throughout 
the village 

This little island had escaped the 
ravages of aerial bombardment. 
sionally, we would see damn 
done by the strafing of our airmen, 

on the whole the island had been secure 
roads were neatly laid out. [lomes 
atch matting flanked each side of 
nain reac Besides the tropical 
. one could notice roses and other 
flowers which had been imported trom 
furope and .\merica 

We 

and 


chief 


Ocea- 


some 


house of the 
surprised to sce the 
yeauty of his home. The architecture 
was eutneare The rooms were large. 
In each of them we noticed a gas jet 
Upon inquiry, we found out that they 
used to have their own supply of 
yefore the War. In one room, especial- 
y, the furniture attracted our attention. 
There were black mahogany chairs, in- 
aid with mother of pearl. .\ beautiful 
chandelier was suspended from the cetl- 
ing. And in the corner, flanking both 
walls of this large room, was a library, 
with books in all languages, and a beau- 
tiful collection amps. ‘To find a 
little bit of Europe in this South Sea 
isle, especially among people who were 
not completely civilized, was quite an 
experience and a thrill. 

Not to be lacking in hospitality, the 
natives served us their usual drink with 
cakes similar to macaroons. -\s we were 
partaking of this collation, one of the 
natives girls thought we would like a 
little music. In the corner of the room 
was a victrola. It was ancient It 
must have been one of the first ones, 
because it had a long horn, and a stand 
to hold it up. The records that were 
played were on rolls, and not on discs 
Lo and behold! There came forth the 
strains of “Yankee Doodle.” and “O 
Katharina,” and many of the hit 
of the late 20's and the early *30's 

We spent the remainder of the « 
visiting the homes of the 


were taken to the 
were 


gas 


of s 


songs 


natives 


viewing the rest of the islands. The 
Civil Service Officer had brought along 
a movie with him. It was amazing to 
see the natives, not understanding a 
word of English, laugh and clap their 
hands with glee at the wrong times dur- 
ing the performance. Afterward, we 
retired to the LCI, and there spent the 
night. 

Early Sunday morning I went ashore, 
together with the Catholic crew from 
the ship. We were met and conducted 
to the former parish house of the Ger- 
man Sacred Heart Fathers, where an 
altar was erected in a large room. 


Now, the head of the clan wanted me 
to hear the Confessions of the young- 
sters. I persuaded him that this was 
not to be done, because I did not think 
the children were sufficiently instructed 
since there had been no priest on the 
island for 33 years, and since I didn’t 
know their language. However, I did 
give general absolution, after telling the 
intrepreter to have the older folks make 
a perfect act of contrition. A few still 
wished to go to Confession. One old 
man and one old woman confessed in 
German. 


While vesting for Mass, I was quite 
surprised to have a young man about 


18 years old volunteer to serve. 
Throughout the Mass he answered the 
prayers as fluently as any American boy 
would have done back in the United 
States. During the Holy Sacrifice, the 
natives sang hymns in honor of the 
Mother of God, and of the Sacred 
Heart in their Marshallese tongue. I 
gave Communion to the old folks, and 
you could see the joy that filled their 
hearts. After Mass was over, they came 
up and kissed my hand, and thanked me 
for coming. I distributed rosaries to 
different families, giving away, too, 
other religious articles which I had with 
me. 


Through an interpreter the people 
told me that until 1914 there had been 
a flourishing mission with a personnel 
of two priests, five nuns, and three 
Brothers of the Sacred Heart Society. 
But at the time of the Japanese inva- 
sion in 1914, these missionaries were 
driven out. No priest had come to the 
island since then. But being a seafar- 
ing people, the natives went, with their 
families, twice a year, during the Christ- 
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mas and the Easter times, to a Catholic 
mission on a far-a-way island, for Con- 
fession and Communion. On being 
asked what they did during the rest of 
the year for religious services, the in- 
terpreter answered that they gathered 
together each Sunday morning and 
prayed the Rosary. It was the Rosary 
that was keeping the Faith alive in these 
islands, and they were praying for the 
day that the missionaries would come 
back to them, 


Now, they presented for Baptism five 
children whose ages ranged from three 
months to four years. The choice of 
names for them showed that the good 
people still kept the Faith. The chil- 
dren were called Paul, Elizabeth, Edith, 
and Bernard. However, one little girl 
did not have a Saint’s name. Since that 
day happened to be the feast of Saint 
Agnes, I baptized the little one Agnes, 
in honor of the virgin martyr of Rome. 

After this, we retraced our steps to 
the chief’s house, where a little break- 
fast was prepared for us. It was at 
this time that I had the opportunity 
of further conversation with an Ameri- 
can castaway of German descent, whose 
name was Hand. He had been ship- 
wrecked on that island some sixty-eight 
years ago. Having lived there since 
then, he had married one of the natives. 
To be able to hear his experiences which 
reminded one of the seafaring characters 
in Joseph Lincoln’s books, was worth 
the effort and the trip to Likiep. 

When we were ready to depart that 
Sunday afternoon, the natives asked me 
to return, if possible. I promised them 
I would if I could make it. As our 
little LCI plowed through the lagoon 
into the ocean, I could not help but lift 
my mind and heart to God in prayer 
for the valiant missionaries who had 
sowed the seeds of the Faith so deeply 
in the hearts of these people. I prayed, 
too, that God would soon send other 
priests to these islands. 

My own return to the island has 
never materialized. However, I see from 
the latest reports in our Catholic maga- 
zines that the prayers of these good 
people, no doubt through the interces- 
sion of the Mother of God, will be 
answered, for missionaries — this time 
American Jesuits — are going back to 
them. 


BRIGHT SPOTS IN THE NEWS 


LaGuardia Airport Official 


J. Bernard Knighten, Tulsa, Okla., 
Negro veteran has been placed in a posi- 
tion of responsibility at the LaGuardia 
Airport. He has been appointed as- 
sistant airway traffic controller. He is 
a former pilot of the 99th Fighter 
Squadron, as well as a graduate of Dil- 
lard University of New Orleans, La. 
The new appointee will be stationed in 
the Civil Aeronautics Administration 
Building at the huge airport, to calcu- 
late the speed of aircraft coming into 
the area and see to it that landing space 
is sufficient to avoid collisions. 


Eight Policemen for Atlanta, Ga. 


The Police Committee of the City 
Council of Atlanta, Ga., appointed 
eight colored men to Atlanta’s police 
force to begin duty in the month of 
March. The police chief of this South- 
ern city was further authorized to make 
a survey of Savannah or another city 
having Negro police in order to learn 
how to make the most effective use of 
their Negro officers. These colored 
policemen will be the first in Atlanta 
since Reconstruction days. 


A First in California 


Mrs. Josephine Cole has the honor of 
being the first Negro teacher ever to 
be employed in a San Francisco high 
school, She is a 1936 graduate of the 
University of California, and she be- 
gan teaching the same year. About five 
years ago, Mrs. Cole was the first Ne- 
gro to earn a regular appointment as a 
teacher in the city grammar school 
system. 


Racial Hatred Declining 


That is the good news from Detroit. 
A recent survey has shown that racial 
groups are accepting one another as 
brothers on a larger scale than ever be- 
fore in the history of the city. The 
Detroit Interracial Committee has mus- 
tered 41 cultural groups to combat 
prejudice. They are at present at work 
on an educational program for the same 
purpose. 


Man of the Year 


Rev. Claude H. Heithaus, S.J., of 
Marquette University in Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin, was honored as the “Man 
of the Year” by the Interracial Federa- 
tion of Milwaukee County. He received 
a scroll attesting to his outstanding 
work in promoting interracial amity and 
understanding. 


New York Woman Heads 
Arbitration Board 


Mrs. Edith Alexander has been unan- 
imously elected chairman of the Harlem 
Merchant-Consumer Arbitration Board. 
This Board was created to help elmi- 
nate friction between white storekeepers 
and Negro customers. Mrs. Alexander, 
already an associate director of the 
Mayor’s Committee on Unity, was re- 
sponsible for bringing together mer- 
chants and consumer representatives on 
a cooperative program designed to 
eliminate alleged unethical merchandis- 
ing practices. 


CIO All Out Against Prejudice 


At the first national conference of 
the Congress of Industrial Organiza- 
tions on civil rights, in Cleveland, Ohio, 
the delegates planned for a thorough of- 
fensive against prejudice, segregation 
and bigotry in the United States. The 
Congress took this public stand in re- 
sponse to CIO President Philip Mur- 
ray’s urging to devise ways to imple- 
ment the report of President Truman’s 
Committee on Civil Rights. 


Senior Scouts Stand for Racial 
Harmony 


Colored and white Senior Girl Scouts, 
took an active part in the 29th Bien- 
nial Convention of the National Council 
of Girl Scouts, which was held at Long 
Beach, California in the first week of 
November. These Scouts came out 
strongly in words and actions for racial 
harmony, and severely scored color dis- 
crimination. 
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“Blessed be the Holy and Triune God, the 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit!” 
Trinity Sunday, May 23 


May 13 — St. Robert Bellarmine 

St. Robert Bellarmine was born 
in 1542 at Montepulciano. In later life 
he became a member of the Society of 
Jesus. He distinguished himself as a 
preacher, teacher and writer. He, 
moreover, was a courageous defender 
of the rights of the Church. He died 
in the year 1621. In the year 1923, he 
was beatified. In 1931, he was canon- 
ized and declared a Doctor of the 
Church. . St. Robert Bellarmine is the 
patron of catechetical instruction. If 
you are an instructor in catechetics, ask 
St. Robert Bellarmine to help you. 


May 17 — St. Paschal Baylon 

St. Paschal Baylon was a Broth- 
er of the Franciscan Order. He was 
outstanding because of his ardent love 
and devotion to the Blessed Sacrament. 
He died on May 15, 1592. Pope Leo 
XIII declared him the protector of all 
Eucharistic Congresses. 


May 19 — St. Peter Celestine 


St. Peter Celestine was a great 
lover of solitude. He spent a great part 


of his life in seculsion, Later he was 
forced to abandon: this mode of life, 
when he was summoned to Rome, 
where he was elected to the Pontificate. 
During his pontificate as well as after 
it, he worked many miracles. Through- 
out his life, he was outstanding for his 
simplicity. He died May 19, 1296. 
Let us ask this Saint to give us a love 
of solitude; for in solitude the soul is 
able to hear more clearly and distinctly 
the Voice of God. 
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May 27 — St. Bede 

St. Bede, the illustrious orna- 
ment of the Anglo-Saxon Church and 
the first English historian, is universally 
known as “Venerable Bede.” He was 
declared a Doctor of the Church by 
Pope Leo XIII. During his lifetime, 
St. Bede wrote some beautiful lives of 
Anglo-Saxon Saints. Historians relate 
that he passed no time in idleness; but 
always applied himself to prayer, work 
and study. Let us ask St. Bede to give 
us a hatred for the vice of idleness and 
a love for Prayer and Study. 


May 29 — St. Mary Magdalen Pazzi 


St. Mary Magdalen Pazzi was 
born in 1566. At the age of 18, she 
entered the Carmelite Convent. St. 
Mary Magdalen Pazzi was outstanding 
for her great love of God. To this 
holy woman, God made many revela- 
tions. She died on May 25, 1607. Her 
remains are incorrupt. 


May 31 — BI. James Salomonius 


Blessed James Salomonius was 
born of a noble family at Venice in 
1231. From his early years, James was 
a very pious child. At the age of 17, 
he gave all of his possessions to the 


poor and joined the Dominican Order. 
Throughout his entire life, he preserved 
his baptismal innocence. He died on 
May 31, 1314. Let us ask this Saint 
to pray for us that we may always be 
pure of heart and detached from the 
passing things of time. 


“Quote and Unquote ef 


@ What Others Are Saying Of 
@ And About the Negro 


4 


Laying the Cards on the Table 
“Until every religious order, congre- 
gation, and society of this our great 
United States can include among its 
members, either actually ér potentially, 
representatives of every color, and race 
and nation which this mishmash popu- 
lation claims, such a religious organiza- 
tion is not democratic and_ still very 
much less is it Catholic. Neither can 
there-be any dilly-dallying about this 
matter — all arguments to the contrary 
notwithstanding.... As one weak and 
humble representative of the Catholic 
Sisterhoods of America, I know that, 
as a body, we can exercise great power 
— each individual with the strength of 
a spouse of Jesus Christ. Our influence 
is deep and wide and enduring, if only 
we actually keep the Second Great Com- 
mandment of Him we are sworn to 
serve. If we fail in this, all is lost. 
There certainly is nothing illogical or 
ambiguous in the words of St. John, 
the Apostle, in his Epistle: ‘If any one 
says: I love God; and hates his broth- 
er, he is a liar. For how can he who 
does not love his brother, whom he sees, 

love God, Whom he does not see wd 
Sister Mary Ellen, O.P. 

in Sponsa Regis 


The Demands of Charity 


“Christian charity demands that we 
love our neighbor as we love ourselves ; 
that we have the same respect and esteem 
for all persons on earth as we have for 
our very selves; that we avoid hurting 
others in any way, be it in body, soul, 
or sentiment. Dislike and hatred of the 
Negro, or of any race or nationality, 
is obviously an abuse of charity. But 
what is less obvious and less easily 
realized, but no less true, is the fact 


that racial discrimination as it exists 
today in America is intrinsically evil, 
even as lying or stealing is intrinsically 
evil, and is culpable and sinful to the 
extent that one knowingly and delib- 
erately refuses to give to another, re- 
gardless of his race or nationality, the 
same respect which is due his own body, 
soul, or sentiments, and that such sinful 
discrimination whether in thought, 
word, or action, is made proportionate- 
ly more serious insofar as it contributes 
to or is responsible for the great in- 
justice of racial segregation.... 
“Racial segregation...is the denial 

of social equality to one or more races 
of mankind. Such an institution as it 
exists today in America is unjust be- 
cause it deprives men of rights given 
them by nature, namely, the right to an 
equal place in society by reason of their 
very humanity, and to all the consequent 
advantages of liberty and the pursuit of 
happiness. Segregation becomes more 
unjust and sinful to the extent that its 
restrictions upon the liberty and happi- 
ness of the individual redound to his 
spiritual harm.” 

Rev. Stanley Iverson 

Notre Dame Seminary 

New Orleans, La. 


Color and Inferiority 

“Associated with the Negro is the 
idea of chattel slavery. It has paid cer- 
tain people — some of them in positions 
of influence — to maintain the fiction of 
his inferiority. He can readily be used 
as a scapegoat because he can be identi- 
fied by his color, but once he divests 
himself from identification with Ameri- 
can Negroes, he can be favorably 
received.” Archibald F. Glover 

Brooklyn, N. Y. 
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With our SVD Fathers 


on the Colored Missions 


“Batter Up!” in Franklin 

Father Jerome Haines, $.V.D., the 
active pastor of St. Jules’ Catholic 
Church in Franklin, La., has sent us an 
interesting piece of news. It concerns 
the completion of a baseball park in the 
vicinity of his recently erected church. 
The grounds for this ball park were ac- 
quired in 1943 through the efforts of 
Rt. Rev. Monsignor Jules J. Rousseau, 
pastor of the Church of the Assump- 
tion in Franklin. The Monsignor ob- 
tained the large tract of land with the 
view of establishing a colored recrea- 
tion center. And, of course, among 
recreations baseball has a top place. 

These grounds, and the mission cen- 
ter as well, are now under the super- 
vision of the Fathers of the Divine 
Word. And Father Haines, former as- 
sistant prefect of students at St. Augus- 
tine’s Seminary, Bay Saint Louis, 
Miss., and former missionary in Point- 
a-la-Hache, La., is in charge. The 
grounds for the baseball field were 
levelled by the St. Mary’s Parish road 
group. 

The Franklin Red Sox, under the 


management of Rainey Batiste, will 
have these grounds as their home quar- 
ters, At present, the baseball park is 
almost entirely closed in with a board 
fence. The new grandstand will ac- 
commodate about 500 or more persons, 
while the bleachers have a seating ca- 
pacity of 400. Which means that be- 
tween 900 and 1,000 persons will be 
accommodated. Visitors are invited to 
attend, and will be welcomed. So, bat- 
ter up! Let’s go! 


Here Comes the Band! 


St. Rose de Lima School Band, or- 
ganized by Father Conrad Kinder, 
S.V.D., pastor in Bay Saint Louis, 
Miss., has been mentioned before in 
these pages. Now, they receive new 
mention because of the new uniforms 
they have acquired. Recently, they gave 
their first concert in uniform, all 
white, with a red cape over the shoul- 
ders. They really looked nice, and make 
a fine picture as they march down the 
avenue. We are looking forward to see- 
ing them again, when they favor us 
with another public appearance. 


ST. ROSE 
DE LIMA 


SCHOOL BAND, 


organized in 


September, 1947, 


shows its 
new uniforms 
on the steps 
of the Minor 
Seminary 
building at . 
Bay St. Louis, 
Miss. 


ST. AUGUSTINE’S MESSENGER 


MAY PROCESSION 
of the children of Our Lady 
of the Divine Shepherd 
School, Trenton, New Jersey. 
Six Franciscan Sisters of 
Youngstown, Ohio, staff this 
Divine Word School which 


has 121 pupils > 


What is a Hamster? 
Be it what it may, Father Albin 
rublowski, $.V.D., pastor of St. 
Augustine’s Mission in North Little 
Rock, Arkansas, says that hamsters are 
going to be a big help to him in rais- 
ing funds for his mission. Father took 
over in North Little Rock last year, 


T 


succeeding Father Theodore Martin, . 


S.V.D., who is a member of the 
Eastern Province of the Society of the 
Divine Word. 

In Father ‘Trublowski’s latest letter 
he mentions that he is trying his hand 
at raising hamsters. He says that there 
is such a demand for full-grown ham- 
sters, that buyers have already been 
found for the ones he has. So, boys 
and girls and members of mission clubs, 
raise hamsters, and make money to help 
the Southern Missions. 


ST. PATRICK’S SCHOOL, 
OAKLAND, CALIF. 
This school with 8 grades 
and 392 pupils, of whom 115 
are colored, is in charge of 
the Divine Word Fathers. 
The faculty is composed of 
Sisters of St. Joseph of 
Carondelet and 2 lay 


teachers 


It is 


Oh, yes, what is a hamster 
a ratlike rodent, of the Cricetidae fam- 


ily. It is characterized by large cheek 
pouches. Hamsters are raised for their 
fur. Now, don’t ask me anything else 
about them! 


—————————— 


Watch for the 
June-July issue of 


St. Augustine's Messenger 
it will have the special, 
1948 EDUCATIONAL SUPPLEMENT 


containing a list of 500 Catholic high schools, 
boarding academies, colleges, universities, 
schools of nursing, convents, Brothers’ no- 
vitiates, and seminaries which welcome Ne- 
gro students. 


ail 
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INTENTIONAL SECOND EXPOSURE 
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on the Colored Missions 
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Father Jerome Haines, $.V.D., the have these grounds as their home quar- 
active pastor of St. Jules’ Catholic ters. At present, the baseball park is 
Church in Franklin, La., has sent us an almost entirely closed in with a board 
interesting piece of news. It concerns fence. ‘The new grandstand will ac- 
the completion of a baseball park in the commodate about 500 or more persons, 
vicinity of his recently erected church, While the bleachers have a seating ca- 
The grounds for this ball park were ac- Pacity of 400, Which means that be- 
quired in 1943 through the efforts of | tween 900 and 1,000 persons will be 
Rt. Rev. Monsignor Jules J. Rousseau, accommodated. Visitors are invited to 


pastor of the Church of the ssum attend, and will be welcomed. So, bat- 
tion in Franklin. The Monsignor ob- ter up! Let’s go! 
tained the large tract of land with the 
view of establishing a colored recrea- Here Comes the Band! 
tion center, And, of course, among St. Rose de Lima School Band, or- 
2g vaseball has a top place ganized by Father Conrad Kinder, 
> grounds, and the mission cen-  S.V.D., pastor in w Saint Louis, 
ter_as well, are now under the super-  Miss., has been mentioned before in 
vision of the Fathers of the Divine — these pages. Now, thev receive new 
Word. And Father Haines. former as- mention because of the new uniforms 
sistant prefect of students at St. Augus- they have acquired. Recently. they gave 
tine’s Seminary, Bay Saint) Louis, their first concert in uniform, all 
Miss., and former missionary in Point- white, with a red cape over the shoul- 
a-la-Hache, La.. is in charge. The ders, They really looked n and make 
grounds for the baseball field were a fine picture as they march down the 
levelled by the St. Mary's Parish road avenue. We are looking forward to see- 
group ing them again, when they favor us 
The Franklin Red Sox, under the with another public appearance. 


ST. ROSE 

DE LIMA 
SCHOOL BAND, 
organized in 
September, 1947, 
shows its 

new uniforms 
on the steps 

of the Minor 
Seminary 
building at 

Bay St. Louis, 
Miss. 


ST. AUGUSTINE’S MESSENGER 


MAY PROCESSION 
of the children of Our Lady 
of the Divine Shepherd 
School, Trenton, New Jersey. 
Six Franciscan Sisters of 
Youngstown, Ohio, staff this 
Divine Word School which 


has 121 pupils *»—> 


" 


What is a Hamster? 

Be it what it may, Father Albin 
Trublowski, S.V.D.. pastor of St. 
Augustine’s Mission in) North Little 
Arkansas, says that hamsters are 
going to be a big help to him in rais- 
ing funds for his mission, Father took 
over in North Little Rock last year, 

i Father ‘Theodore Martin, 
is a member of the 


Rock, 


Divine Word. 

In Father ‘Trublowski’s latest letter 
he mentions that he is trying his hand 
at raising hamsters. He says that there 
is such a demand for full-grown ham- 
sters, that buyers have already been 
found for the ones he has. So, boys 
and girls and members of mission clubs, 
raise hamsters, and make money to help 
the Southern Missions. 


ST. PATRICK’S SCHOOL, 
OAKLAND, CALIF. 
This school with 8 grades 
and 392 pupils, of whom 115 
are colored, is in charge of 
the Divine Word Fathers. 
The faculty is composed of 
Sisters of St. Joseph of 

Carondelet and 2 lay 


teachers 


Oh, what is a hamster It is 
a ratlike rodent, of the Cricetidae fam- 
ily. It is characterized by large cheek 
pouches. [lamsters are raised for their 
fur. Now, don’t ask me anything els. 
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Watch for the 
June-July issue of 
St. Augustine's Messenger 


it will have the special 
1948 EDUCATIONAL SUPPLEMENT 


containing a list of 500 Catholic high schools, 
boarding academies, colleges, universities, 
schools of nursing, convents, Brothers’ no- 
vitiates, and seminaries which welcome Ne- 
gro students. 
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My dear Boys and Girls: 

' Gratitude! Some. big words, eh? 
Well, it means to be thankful for the 
favors which others have done for us. 

Help a blind man across the street 
and you will hear him say: “Thank 
you. God bless you!” 

You will never lose so long as you 
tell Dad, Mom, teacher: “Thank you.” 
They will sacrifice and work all the 
Then you will study 


harder for you. 
harder, for you want to show them 
thanks for their hard work ‘for you. 
That is the reason why we deeply re- 
spect parents and are never ashamed of 
them. 


Ingratitude is a bittér and painful 
dagger. It cuts and hurts the feelings 
of others worse than anything else. 

Gratitude makes people happy. Say 
“Thank you,” when aunt or uncle gives 
you a piece of candy. What do you 
see on their faces? A big smile. May- 
be in the morning you can make up a 
little song and whistle a tune of thanks 
to God for the beautiful sunshine and 
flowers.- Ever hear the birds singing 
the song of thanks in the morning? 


A WORD OF THANKS 


I thank you for your goodness, 
For your kindly thought of me; 
But poor is human gratitude, 
And so we'll let it be. 
But here’s my heart’s acknowledgment 
In simple speech expressed: 
May the good God bless and thank you 
In the way that He knows best. 
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MY MAIL BAG 


Dear Father Cheer-Up: I was very glad 
to hear from you and to know that you were 
interested in my drawing. The picture in 
front of the card was very nice. I was espe- 
cially glad to see my letter in the January 
issue. It makes me feel that I can still do 
better, and I hope that by my drawing I 
will be a great success if it is God’s will. 
I happened to see one letter from a girl 
asking if she could join the “Children’s Cor- 
ner.” I, too, would like to join and will be 
glad to do the duties connected with it. I will 
Temember you in all my prayers and every 
morning at Mass I will beg God’s blessing 
on you and the seminarians. Respectfully 
yours, 

Katrina Ramsey, grade 7 
Girls Town of America 
Carthage 16, Ohio 


Katrina, congratulations upon your very 
neatly and correctly written letter. You are 
a member of “Children’s Corner” by merely 
writing to me. Please continue to pray for 
us. Write again. 


Dear Father Cheer-Up: I am a new 
student of this school and I like it very 


~ much. Sister showed me a picture to draw 


to send for you to see it. I hope you enjoy 
looking at it. I hope you come and visit our 
school soon. I am expecting to graduate this 
year. Sincerely yours, 
Freddie Lee, age 15 
Route 1, Box 199 
Liberty, Texas 


Hello, out there in Texas! Say, that’s a 
pretty nice picture of St. Joseph and the 
Child Jesus, Freddie. I can’t say for sure if 
I will travel to Texas soon, but if and when 
I do, I will try to look you up. Study hard. 


ST. AUGUSTINE’S MESSENGER 


Dear Father Cheer-Up: It is my first time 
writing you. I am positive you do not know 
me. However, I want to congratulate you 
upon your excellent work, the MESSENGER. 
It is my favorite Catholic magazine. I enjoy 
reading it, especially the “Children’s Corner.” 
I like to draw and thought probably I would 
send in a sketch of my drawing for the Pen- 
and-Ink Contest. Of course, it is not the 
very best, but it was done without tracing. 
I say short prayers now and then for every- 
body especially for those belonging to the 
religious state. Now I will say a special 
prayer for you that God may help you to 
continue your good work. Respectfully yours, 


Mary Mouton, age 16 
Holy Rosary Institute 
Lafayette, La. 


Mary, I am happy to know that you like 
and read the MESSENGER. Do you tell 
others about it and pass it on? That's swell 
— as a representative of Holy Rosary Insti- 
tute, you have entered the drawing contest. 
Thanks sincerely for your prayers. 


Dear Father Cheer-Up: How are you? Fine, 
I hope. I am fine, too. I like to read the 
MESSENGER and I would like to join the 
contest. The drawing I did is not perfect. 
I wanted to draw Sluggo with Nancy, but 
he would not come out so good, so I let him 
alone. I would like to win the contest. We 
went in church every noon during Lent. I 
said a prayer for you every day. I would like 
to become a Sister of the Holy Family. 
Helen Elizabeth Reaux, age 12 
Our Lady of Lourdes School 
Abbeville, La. 


Helen, your drawings look good. “Nancy” 
makes you laugh, It’s grand to make people 
smile, isn’t it? You say you want to become 
a Sister of the Holy Family? Well, that is 
wonderful. You have to study hard and pray. 
I appreciate your daily prayers for me very 
much. Write again sometime. 
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ALSO HEARD FROM 

Una Oreaboe, of Houston, Texas; Winfield 
Ledet, of St. Martinville, La.; Beverly Anr 
Washington, of Cleveland, Ohio; Mary Shan- 
non, of Detroit, Michigan; Lester Batiste, of 
New Orleans, La.; Mary Jolivette, of Sunset, « 
La.; Patricia Ann Tobin, of St. Francis de 
Paula School in Chicago, Ill.; Henry Eugene 
Robensen, of New Orleans, La.; Janis Joy 
Verdun, of Franklin, La.; Emmanuel Ber- 
trand, of Roseau, Dominica, B.W.1.; and 
Emilie Dolores Ozene, of Grand Coteau, La. 
Thanks, everybody, and write again! 

PEN-AND-INK CONTEST 

Boys and girls, gee! but I have received 
some nice drawings from you. Some of you 
will be great artists one day. God has given 
some of you great talent for drawing. So, 
be grateful, use that talent and make people 
happy. Here are the winners for this month. 


y “Jam the Tap 
anb the Truth 
and the wtf.” 


Drawn by John Rachal, age 16, 
Natchitoches, La. 


ST. MARY’S CHURCH AND SCHOOL IN VICKSBURG, MISS. 
Drawn by Bruce Payne, 12th grade, 1306% South St., Vicksburg, Miss. 


THE DEATH OF ST. TARCISIUS 
Drawn by Reuben Aaron, age 13, 
Natchitoches, La. 


AN APPLE FOR TEACHER 
Drawn by James Gorski, age 9 
614 W. 123rd St., Chicago 28, Ill. 


John, Bruce, Reuben and James (all boys 
this time) will each receive as their prizes a 
Guardian Angel Medal, a booklet about Our 
Lady of Fatima, and a year’s free subscrip- 
tion to ST. AUGUSTINE’S MESSENGER. 

Any pupil in grammar or high school is 
eligible to enter this contest. Here are the 
tules: 

1. Your drawing must not be traced from 

another picture. 
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2. It must be drawn with pen and ink on 
a piece of plain white paper or card- 
board (unruled) with no writing on 
the back. 

. Your name and address, age and grade 
must be written on a separate piece of 
paper and mailed in the same envelope 
with your drawing. 

The drawings which are judged to be good 
enough will be published in the “Children’s 
Corner” each month. Let’s see who can draw 
a masterpiece. The race is still on! 

* * * 


Till be seeing you. Pray for Arch- 


bishop Stepinac in prison in Yugoslavia, 
and pray for the Colored Mission work 
here in America. 

FATHER CHEER-UP 

The Seminary 

Bay Saint Louis, Miss. 


REMEMBER OUR FRIENDS 


“It is therefore a holy and wholesome 

thought to pray for the dead....” 
(2 Mac. 12, 46) 

In your charity, please, pray for the repose 
of the souls of: 

Rt. Rev. Msgr. Dominic Blasco, who died 
in Baton Rouge, La., March, 1948; 

Rt. Rev. Msgr. Frederick Huesmann, who 
died in Templeton, Iowa, February 9, 1948; 

Josephine Hoelken, who died in Germany, 
March 20, 1948. 

May their souls and the souls of all the 
faithful departed, through the mercy of God, 
rest in peace. Amen. 


@ BOOKS ¢ 


MAN’S TRIUMPH WITH GOD IN CHRIST 
by Rev. Frederick A. Houck; 244 pages, 
Price $2.00, B. Herder Book Co., 15 and 17 
South Broadway, St. Louis, Mo. 

In this volume, Father Houck has given 
us the foundation of all true relationship be- 
tween man and his Creator. It is excellent 
reading matter for priests and for well-edu- 
cated lay people. In six chapters the author 
treats the knowability of God, Christ, Our 
Redeemer and King, then Man, his purpose 
and his end. He bolsters his line of argu- 
ment with well-chosen quotations from the 
most brilliant mind of the Middle Ages, St. 
Thomas Aquinas. These quotes are placed 
among his own ideas like diamonds in a set- 
ing, and supply the book with basic philo- 
sophical explanations. This volume should 
be on the shelf of men who like matter for 
real solid thinking. 


YOU DON'T NEED TO KNOW HIGHER MATHEMATICS 
TO FIGURE OUT THAT THROUGH OUR 


ANNUITY PLAN 


YOU CAN HELP US — 
YOU CAN HELP YOURSELF — 
YOU CAN HELP THE NEGRO MISSION 
CAUSE — 
Write to REV. FATHER DIRECTOR 
Annuity Plan 
Society of the Divine Word 
Bay Saint Louis, Miss. 
INVEST-igate our free booklet: 
“HOW TO INVEST" 


Help the Cause of Christ's Church by joining the 


ONCE-A-MONTH CLUB 


Give a regular voluntary donation every month of the year 
for the upkeep of the Seminary which is preparing Negro 


youths for God's Priesthood. Such continuous aid does much 
for the progress of God's work on earth. 


REV. FATHER RECTOR 
St. Augustine’s Seminary 
BAY SAINT LOUIS, MISS. 


STUDENT BURSES 


A Burse, or Scholarship, of $5,000 will take care of the education and training of one of 
our students for the priesthood. Won’t you help us complete one of the following incom- 
plete Burses? Any amount large or small will be appreciated. 


Immaculate Heart of Mary $3,339.15 
Blessed Martin de Porres 960.86 
St. Matthias 844.50 
St. Jude 745.50 
St. Joseph 729.00 
St. Elizabeth 528.00 
Sorrowful Mother 455.30 
Holy Ghost ere eee Bert PU 
St. Martha 315.00 
St. Madeline Sophie Barat 152.50 
Send donations to 
REV. FATHER RECTOR 


St. Augustine’s Seminary 
Bay Saint Louis, Miss. 


RETREATANTS BEFORE THE LOURDES GROTTO 


4th year -- Annual Week-end Retreat 
Lilien 


@ Come to the quiet surroundings of the Seminary campus for your 
annual spiritual refreshing. — 


@ Hear the great truths of Religion applied to your daily life. — 
@ Enjoy a deeper realization of your dignity as adopted sons of God. 
@ Make early reservations to attend one of the following three-day 
Retreats at very little cost: 
Ist Retreat — July 9, 10, 11. 
2nd Retreat — July 23, 24, 25. 
3rd Retreat — July 30, 31, August 1. 


For reservations or for further information write to 


THE REV. RETREAT DIRECTOR 
St. Augustine’s Seminary 
BAY SAINT LOUIS, MISS. 


